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We live in a sinful world. No surprise here. But, because of Christ, we are not overcome by the sin that is so ever present around us. But, becoming a Christian doesn’t take us out of the world. Rather, as Christians we are to be equipped to remain in the world as a community that is fully enjoying fellowship with the Father and His Son. As a result of this fellowship, we live as victorious conquerors over sin while simultaneously bringing with us the light of Christ, the righteousness of Christ and the love of Christ to persons lost in the darkness of the world so that they can enter into the same joy we are having in Christ.

To the end that this above statement is our heart’s desire, we now give ourselves to the study of John’s three letters we know as 1 John, 2 John and 3 John.

What is it about John 
that gives us added reasons to study the Letters of John?

Because the Apostle John …

1. was a personal friend of Jesus Christ. 

i.e. John is best positioned to give us details of Jesus’ personal life.

2. was an official student of Jesus Christ. 

i.e. John received the greatest amount of Jesus’ full teaching curriculum.

3. was directly assigned as an ambassador by Jesus Christ to the world. 

i.e. John had the approval of Jesus to speak on His behalf.

4. personally observed and participated more in the ministry of Jesus Christ than any other human being with the possible exception of the Apostle Peter. 

i.e. John is best prepared to tell the whole story of Jesus’ life.

5. was profoundly and dramatically changed for having been with Jesus. 

i.e. The transformation from immaturity to maturity as a person and as a Christian are observed in the texts of Scripture.
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If we can sense to some degree 
what it was like for John to be in the presence of Jesus 
and to see how it changed him, 
then the Holy Spirit can instill within us 
the hope that our being in Jesus’ presence 
with His Word and with His people 
can change us in a similar manner.

If together, 
people in your congregation 
came face to face with the living, reigning, Lord Jesus literally, 
right here, 
right now, 
would anything in your church as it stands today 
remain unchanged?

David Bryant
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Jesus casts a vision 
of something greater than they were presently doing.

Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 1 – 
The author - Who is John the Apostle?
Matthew 4:18-25; 17:1-13; John 20:1-9
While reading the Biblical texts listed below, attempt to place yourself in the shoes of John and try to answer this question or questions like it:

How was John impacted by or changed by his relationship with Jesus?

Matthew 4:18-22
John was the brother of James, the son of Zebedee. All three were fishermen. They fished with a boat and with nets on the Sea of Galilee. One day while Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He called to them, John and James, and called them to follow Him, presumably for the same reason He called Simon Peter and Andrew, so that He, Jesus, would make them to be fishers of men. John, along with his brother James and Simon and Andrew, responded to Jesus’ call by immediately leaving the boat and his father and followed Jesus.
How was John impacted by or changed by his time with Jesus?
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People are worth a greater investment of our lives 
because they can be brought into
 the “net” of Jesus Christ.

Jesus was fishing for people.
Matthew 4:23-25
John’s first exposure to Jesus after joining His team was to hear Jesus teach in the synagogues where He preached the good news of the kingdom, and healed every disease and sickness among the people. John witnessed all of this, including the large crowds of people who started to follow Jesus around the entire region surrounding places like Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and on the other side of the Jordan River.
How was John impacted by or changed by his time with Jesus?

Matthew 10:1-42; 11:1
John received instructions from Jesus, as did the rest of the Twelve disciples.

How was John impacted or changed by these instructions?
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Mark 3:17
James and John were nick-named “Sons of Thunder” by Jesus. This could refer to their volatile personalities (see Luke 9:54-56), to their revolutionary past as Zealots, or their thundering style of speech, or their boldness or even their mother’s boldness (see Mark 9:38; Mark 10:35-45; Matthew 20:20-24).
How was John impacted or changed as he walked with Jesus?

Mark 5:35-43
When Jesus went in to heal Jairus’ daughter, He took with Him only Peter, James and John the brother of James. And when she stood up and walked around, “they were completely astonished.”
How was John impacted or changed by these instructions?

Matthew 17:1-13 (cf. Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36)
John was with Peter and James whom Jesus selected to join Him on the Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus’ face shown like the sun and His clothes became as white as the light. John was witness to seeing Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah at this time. Jesus spoke of this transfiguration experience in the context of His upcoming death and resurrection.
How was John impacted by or changed by his time with Jesus?

Mark 13:3-37 (cf. Matthew 24:3f; Luke 21:5f)
Peter, James, John and Andrew had a private conversation with Jesus about when the prophetic things Jesus had spoken of would take place. Jesus started by warning them, “Watch out that no one deceives you.” He goes on to alert them that they will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues on account of them bearing His name. Jesus told them that all men will hate them because of Him, “but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” Jesus went further in warning them about deceivers. He said, “False Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect – if there were possible.” And Jesus told them that “men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory” when the end comes. Therefore, “watch.”
How was John impacted or changed by these instructions?

Luke 22:8
John the apostle was sent with Peter to make preparations for the Lord to eat the Passover meal with His disciples the night before His crucifixion.

How was John impacted or changed by these instructions?
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John 13:23
John is described in his own gospel as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and was reclining at the table during the Last Supper next to Jesus.

What does this suggest about John’s relationship with Jesus?

Mark 14:32-42; Matthew 26:36f; Luke 22:39f; John 18:1f

Jesus took Peter, James and John along with Him to pray in Gethsemane on the night He was betrayed, the night before He was crucified. He asked these three to stay and keep watch while He prayed. But, they fell asleep.

How was John impacted or changed by this event?

John 20:1-9
On the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, John was with Peter when Mary Magdalene arrived with the first report of an eye witness that the stone in front of the tomb had been removed and that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb. John out ran Peter to the empty tomb but Peter went in first. Finally when John went into the empty tomb, “he saw and believed.” Exactly what he believed is somewhat unclear, but we know he was still not connecting all the dots from what Scripture said about Jesus having to rise from the dead. At least at this point, he believed that Jesus was no longer in the tomb.

How was John impacted or changed by this experience?

John 21:15-24

John records the story of Peter being reinstated into ministry by Jesus following his denial prior to Christ’s crucifixion. John highlights the question by Jesus to Peter, “Do you truly love Me more than fish, more than your life’s occupation of fishing?” In Peter’s conversation with Jesus, Peter asks about John, “What about him?” And Jesus tells Peter it’s not for him to concern himself with His plan for John. Peter was to deal first with himself to truly follow Jesus now, fully.
How was John impacted or changed by this experience?

Summarize what we know about the Apostle John
From what others have said about him 
or about what he has said about himself in the Bible.

Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 2 – 
John’s Gospel in John’s Letters
The story of our redemption in the Gospel of John and First John.

It is with Triune God that the story of our redemption and salvation starts. Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, is the Word of God who was “in the beginning.” He was the life and the light for God’s created humanity (John 1:1-4, 14 / 1 John 1:1-2). 

	The Gospel of John
	The First Letter of John

	John 1:1-4 (NIV84) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.
John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
	1 John 1:1-2 (NIV84) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 


But there’s a problem to be overcome. Ever since Adam chose to listen to the devil and disobey God, every human being finds himself estranged from God because of that inherited sin. Thus, as sinners, we are held captive to our father the devil and we carry out his desires. Only the Son of God can release us from this captivity by destroying the devil’s work (John 8:44 / 1 John 3:8); 

	John 8:44 (NIV84) 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
	1 John 3:8 (NIV84) 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 


Another way of saying we are held captive to the devil is saying that we are “from the world” (John 8:23; 15:19 / 1 John 2:16; 4:5). 

	John 8:23 (NIV84) 23 But He continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 

John 15:19 (NIV84) 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 
	1 John 2:16 (NIV84) 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 

1 John 4:5 (NIV84) 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 


Being held captive by the devil and being of the world, we therefore “sin” (John 8:34 / 1 John 3:4) 

	John 8:34 (NIV84) 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
	1 John 3:4 (NIV84) 4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 
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and we “have” sin (John 9:39-41 / 1 John 1:8), 

	John 9:39–41 (NIV84) 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees who were with Him heard Him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”
	1 John 1:8 (NIV84) 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 


and we continue to “walk in the darkness” (John 8:12; 12:35 / 1 John 1:6; 2:11) 

	John 8:12 (NIV84) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

John 12:35 (NIV84) 35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 
	1 John 1:6 (NIV84) 6 If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 

1 John 2:11 (NIV84) 11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 


and we are thus “dead” needing to be brought back to life (John 5:25 / 1 John 3:14). 

	John 5:25 (NIV84) 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 
	1 John 3:14 (NIV84) 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 


The good news is that God loves us and sent His Son to be “the Savior of the World” (John 4:42 / 1 John 4:14) 

	John 4:42 (NIV84) 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 
	1 John 4:14 (NIV84) 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 


so that we would no longer be dead but be given life eternal by His Son (John 3:16 / 1 John 4:9). 

	John 3:16 (NIV84) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
	1 John 4:9 (NIV84) 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 


By believing in Him or in His “name” (John 1:12 / 1 John 5:13), 

	John 1:12 (NIV84) 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 
	1 John 5:13 (NIV84) 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
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we pass from death to life (John 5:24 / 1 John 3:14). 

	John 5:24 (NIV84) 24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 
	1 John 3:14 (NIV84) 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 


We therefore have life (John 3:15, 36; 20:31 / 1 John 5:11, 12), 

	John 3:15 (NIV84) 15 that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life. 

John 3:36 (NIV84) 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 

John 20:31 (NIV84) 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 
	1 John 5:11–12 (NIV84) 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 


for life is in the Son of God (John 1:4; 14:6 / 1 John 5:11–12). 

	John 1:4 (NIV84) 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

John 14:6 (NIV84) 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
	1 John 5:11–12 (NIV84) 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 


This is what it means to be “born of God” (John 1:13 / 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 5:4, 18). 9
	John 1:13 (NIV84) 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
	1 John 2:29 (NIV84) 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 

1 John 3:9 (NIV84) 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in Him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

1 John 5:4 (NIV84) 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 

1 John 5:18 (NIV84) 18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 


It is with Triune God that the story of our redemption and salvation starts. Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, is the Word of God who was “in the beginning.” He was the life and the light for God’s created humanity. But there’s a problem to be overcome. Ever since Adam chose to listen to the devil and disobey God, every human being finds himself estranged from God because of that inherited sin. Thus, as sinners, we are held captive to our father the devil and we carry out his desires. Only the Son of God can release us from this captivity by destroying the devil’s work; Another way of saying we are held captive to the devil is saying that we are “from the world”. Being held captive by the devil and being of the world, we therefore “sin” and we “have” sin, and we continue to “walk in the darkness” and we are thus “dead” needing to be brought back to life. The good news is that God loves us and sent His Son to be “the Savior of the World” so that we would no longer be dead but be given life eternal by His Son. By believing in Him or in His “name”, we pass from death to life. We therefore have life, for life is in the Son of God. This is what it means to be “born of God.” 
Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 2 – 
The term paraklētos (paraclete or Counselor) occurs only five times in Scripture, and all occurrences are in the writings of John (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; 1 John 2:1). 

	John 14:16 (NIV84) 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 
John 14:26 (NIV84) 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

John 15:26 (NIV84) 26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about Me. 

John 16:7 (NIV84) 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 
	1 John 2:1 (NIV84) 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 


The word monogenēs (the One and Only) as an expression of the Son’s unique relationship to the Father occurs in John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18 and 1 John 4:9 
	John 1:14 (NIV84) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:18 (NIV84) 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.
John 3:16 (NIV84) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:18 (NIV84) 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
	1 John 4:9 (NIV84) 9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 


“ ‘Jesus Christ has come in the flesh’ (1 John 4:2 / 2 John 7); 

	The First Letter of John
	The Second Letter of John

	1 John 4:2 (NIV84) 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
	2 John 7 (NIV84) 7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 


to call out the ‘deceiver’ and ‘antichrist’ (1 John 2:23 / 2 John 7); 

	The First Letter of John
	The Second Letter of John

	1 John 2:23 (NIV84) 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
	2 John 7 (NIV84) 7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
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and reveal that those who love and do good are ‘from God’ (1 John 3:10; 4:4; 7 / 3 John 11).”12 

	The First Letter of John
	The Third Letter of John

	1 John 3:10 (NIV84) 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 

1 John 4:4 (NIV84) 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

1 John 4:7 (NIV84) 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
	3 John 11 (NIV84) 11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 


Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 3 – 
The author’s audience and his purpose for writing
1 John 1-5
Dan Folden’s Outline of 1 John 

in Five Words: 

Life, Light, Righteous, Love, Faith

A big picture outline 1 John
From theological to moral to social – 
the progression of the content in 1 John. 
The target, the end goal, is

Living by faith 
in the living and life-giving Jesus Christ.

The most important starting point: 
Theological – 
What we believe about God! 
Featuring that God is Light! 
This sets up the contrast and distinction of light versus darkness.

The logical next step: 
Moral – 
Why we believe something is right and wrong! 
Featuring that God is Righteous! 
This sets up the contrast and distinction of true versus false.

The goal of correct theology and morality is: 
Social – 
How we fellowship or how we engage with people in the world and in the church! 
Featuring that God is Love! 
This sets up the contrast and distinction of love versus fear.

With these as the foundation for our Christian lives on which we stand, 
the fellowship we are able to sustain is achieved by

Living by faith in 
the living and life-giving Jesus Christ.
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God and Jesus are LIFE, LIGHT, RIGHTEOUS and LOVE
LIFE

Jesus is the eternal, Word of life 1 John 1:1-4; 5:11-13; 5:20
He promised us - even eternal life 1 John 2:25

God has given us eternal life; know that you have eternal life 1 John 5:11; 5:13

Eternal life is in His Son. 1 John 5:11

From death to life – has eternal life in Him 1 John 3:14-15; 5:12

LIGHT

God is light. 1 John 1:5

Walk in the light, as He is in the light. 1 John 1:7

Walking in God’s light means being purified by His Son’s blood. 1 John 1:7

Jesus is the true light already shining. 1 John 2:8

The truth of the new command from John is seen in Jesus, 
the true light that is already shining, causing the darkness to pass. 1 John 2:8.

Whoever loves his brother lives in the light. 1 John 2:10.
RIGHTEOUS

Christ as our Righteous One is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness when we confess our sins to Him. 1 John 1:9

Jesus is righteous (The Righteous One) 1 John 2:1; 2:29; 3:7

LOVE

God’s love is truly made complete in Him; the love of God 2:5; (cf.4:12)

Whoever loves his brother lives in the light. 2:10
The love of the Father is not in him who loves the world. 2:15
Anyone who does not love his brother is not a child of God. 3:10
The love of the Father is lavished on us 3:1
The message from the beginning is that we should love one another. 3:11
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----------- LOVE -----------
We have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. 3:14
Love is Jesus Christ laying down His life for us. 3:16
We ought to love like Christ loved. 3:16
When we who have material possessions have the love of God in us, 
we will see and have pity on a brother in need. 3:17
We are to love with actions and in truth. 3:18
We are to love one another as Jesus has commanded us. 3:24
Love comes from God. 4:7
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 4:7
God is love. Thus, whoever does not love does not know Him. 4:8
This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through Him. 4:9
This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 4:10
Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 4:11
If we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. 4:12; (cf. 2:5)

We know and rely on the love God has for us. 4:16
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 4:16
Because God lives in us and we in Him, this makes love complete so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment because in this world we are like Him. 4:17
Perfect love drives out fear because there is no fear in love. 4:18
We love because He first loved us. 4:19
Anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 4:20
Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 4:21
Everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 5:1
We love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out His commands. 5:2
This is love for God: to obey His commands. 5:3
God and Jesus are LIFE, LIGHT, RIGHTEOUS and LOVE
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Why did John write 1 John?

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 1:2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1:4 We write this to make our (your) joy complete.
From John’s personal experience of having come to know intimately Jesus Christ in joyful fellowship with Him and the Father, he writes 1 John so that his readers would enter into the same joyful fellowship that he is experiencing. John proclaims by his personal testimony that Jesus Christ is the Word of life and the eternal Life who appeared on earth in a human body to make this joyful fellowship a reality for all who would believe in Him.
1. He wants his readers to enjoy the same fellowship with the Father and His Son that he is enjoying!
----------------------
2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defense*—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

John sets the bar (standard) high for his objective in writing. He writes 1 John so that his readers will not sin. It appears that he realizes that his readers will fall short of this objective so he immediately writes to tell them how to take advantage of God’s provision for when they do sin. Yet, John doesn’t abandon the goal simply because of this very important and necessary provision for sinning.

2. He wants his readers to know how they can greatly reduce their time living in sin.

----------------------
2:7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 2:8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in Him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.

It appears that John writes in order to reissue an old command to love that is now set in the new context of Christ’s coming as the Light who enables believers with a great advantage to love because of the light He provides.

2:12 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name. 

2:13c I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 

2:14 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 

John appears to write to affirm and encourage those who are living in God’s Light by stating the realities that exist for all those who live in God’s Light, such as their sins have been forgiven, they have come to know the Father, they are strong, the word of God lives in them and they have overcome the evil one.

3. He wants his readers to know and live in the realities and great benefits of walking in Christ’s light.

Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 3 – 
----------------------
5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

John writes his letter so that those who believe in Jesus will know that they have eternal life.

4. He wants his readers to be confident that they have eternal life in Jesus Christ.

----------------------
What does John’s Christ-believing-audience already know?

2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 2:21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth.
Throughout this first letter, John frequently is telling his readers what they know. This appears to be a major reason for his writing, to remind them what they know. In 2:20-21, John links the anointing from the Holy One with their knowledge of the truth. Believers in Christ know the truth.

1. They know the truth.

----------------------
2:3 We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands.
2:5 But if anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in Him: 2:6 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.
4:13 We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 4:15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 
2. They know they live in God.

----------------------
3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
3. They know they will be like Christ when He comes again at the end of time.

----------------------
3:5 But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. 3:6 No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him. 

4. They know Jesus came to take away their sins.

----------------------
3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

5. They know they have passed from death to life.

----------------------
Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 3 – 
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4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

6. They know and rely on the love God has for them.

----------------------
5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 5:15 And if we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of Him. 

7. They know that God hears and answers their prayers.

----------------------
5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
8. They know that Jesus Christ keeps them safe from the evil one.

----------------------
5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him who is true—even in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
9. They know that Jesus, the Son of God, who is the true God and eternal life, has come and given them understanding to know God personally.

----------------------
Based on what John says in his first letter, what can we reasonably say about his intended audience?
Introduction to 1, 2 & 3 John, Part 3 – 
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Dan Folden’s Outline of 1 John in Five Words: Life, Light, Righteous, Love, Faith
Dan Fuller’s Outline of 1 John

(with a few edits and added notes from other sources.)

Prologue (1:1–4) “We proclaim a message that you might have fellowship with us.”
The message: Jesus Christ has appeared as our Eternal Life. (Christ is Life) (1:1-4; 5:20)

I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

a. Light faces up to sin, (Communion and Confession) (1:5–2:2)

b. Light keeps the commandment to love, (2:3–11)

2. How to live in light, (Communion and Obedience) (2:12-17)
a. Confidence from what God has done, (2:12–14)

b. Renouncing a love for the world, (2:15–17)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(1) As over against the apostates, (Warnings Against Antichrists) (2:18–28)

(2) As over against the children of Satan, (Righteous Children) (2:29–3:12)

b. Positively, love is what distinguishes the Christian, (Righteous Love) (3:13–18)

2. How to be loving, (3:19-4:6) 

a. How to have boldness toward God, (Confidence before God) (3:19–24)

b. How to overcome the false spirits, (Warnings Against False Spirits) (4:1–6)

II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

A. By keeping the love of God perfected in us, (God is Love) (4:7–5:3a)

1. What God has done to evoke love in us, (True Love) (4:7-18)

a. His objective work in Christ, (4:7–11)

b. The subjective appropriation of this work of faith, (4:12–18)

2. The inseparability of love to God and to one’s brother, (4:19-5:3a)
B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

1. Faith overcomes the world, (5:3b-5)

2. The witness that supports faith, (5:6-11)
3. The confidence that faith produces, (5:12-20)

a. That we have eternal life, (5:12–13)

b. That God answers prayer, (5:14–17)

c. That God has intervened for us in crucial ways through Christ, His Son, (5:18–20)

III. Therefore, avoid idols (i.e. have faith in Christ), (5:21; cf. 5:13)

	The Letters of the Apostle John as BLOG POSTS
The following bracketing of John’s three letters can be seen as a series of Blog Posts. Each blog answers a question. Altogether, these blog posts comprise John’s personal journal where he expresses his thoughts and his passions to a world wide audience. These short, yet deeply personal posts from John combine to give us 1 John, 2 John and 3 John and are intended to provoke thoughtful action in response by those who read them.



	Prologue (1:1–4) “We proclaim a message that you might have fellowship with us.”
The message: Jesus Christ has appeared as our Eternal Life. (Christ is Life) (1:1-4; 5:20) 
1 John 1:1–4 (NIV84) [cf. John 1:1-18; 5:20]
1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 1:2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 1:3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. 1:4 We write this to make our (your) joy complete.
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

a. Light faces up to sin, (Communion and Confession) (1:5–10; 2:1-2)
1 John 1:5–10 (NIV84) [cf. John 8:12-20; 9:35-41]
1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. 1:6 If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin. 
1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1:10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word has no place in our lives. 


	Blog #1: What does John include in his opening testimony about Jesus Christ?

Blog #2: How does John use the claims made by hypocritical followers of Jesus to clarify the gospel message that God is light?




	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

a. Light faces up to sin, (Communion and Confession) (1:5–10; 2:1-2)


	1 John 2:1-2 (NIV84) [cf. John 14:15-27; 15:26-16:11]
2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defense*—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

b. Light keeps the commandment to love, (2:3–6; 7-11)
1 John 2:3-6 (NIV84) [cf. John 13:12-17; 14:15-21; 15:9-17]
2:3 We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands. 2:4 The man who says, “I know Him,” but does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 2:5 But if anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in Him: 2:6 Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

1. The nature of light vs. darkness, (1:5–2:11)

b. Light keeps the commandment to love, (2:3–6; 7-11)
1 John 2:7-11 (NIV84) [cf. John 13:33-38; 15:9-27; 11:9-10]
2:7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 2:8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in Him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 
2:9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 2:10 Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 2:11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

2. How to live in light, (Communion and Obedience) (2:12-17) 

a. Confidence from what God has done, (2:12–14)
1 John 2:12-14 (NIV84) [John 17:1-19; Revelation 12:10-17]
2:12 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name. 
2:13 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. 
I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. 
2:14 I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

A. The distinction between darkness and light. (God is Light) (1:5–2:17)

2. How to live in light, (Communion and Obedience) (2:12-17) 

b. Renouncing a love for the world, (2:15–17)
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV84) [cf. John 3:19-21; 15:18-25]
2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 2:16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 2:17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(1) As over against the apostates, (Warnings Against Antichrists) (2:18–28)
1 John 2:18-28 (NIV84) [cf. John 15:1-17; 2 John 7-11]
2:18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 2:19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 2:21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 2:22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 2:23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
2:24 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 2:25 And this is what He promised us—even eternal life. 
2:26 I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 2:27 As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in Him. 
2:28 And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming. 

	Blog #3: On what basis does Jesus Christ come to the defense of all people who sin?

(*2:1 “One who speaks in our defense” = “Counselor” in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)
Blog #4: How is God’s love made complete in a believer in Jesus?

Blog #5: How does living in the light of Jesus (i.e. letting His light shine in our darkness) turn an old command into a new command?

Blog #6: How does John affirm believers for overcoming the evil one no matter what their spiritual age?
Blog #7: What do you give up when you choose to love the world rather than do the will of God?
Blog #8: How does remaining in fellowship with the Son and the Father while enjoying the anointing from the Holy One, protect us from being led astray by those with the spirit of antichrist?



	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(2) As over against the children of Satan, (Righteous Children) (2:29–3:3; 3:4-12)


	1 John 2:29-3:3 (NIV84) [John 3:1-8]
2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of Him. 
3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

a. Negatively, (2:18–3:12)

(2) As over against the children of Satan, (Righteous Children) (2:29–3:3; 3:4-12)
1 John 3:4–12 (NIV84) [John 8:31-47; 12:23-33]
3:4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 3:5 But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. 3:6 No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him. 
3:7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as He is righteous. 3:8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 3:10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 
3:11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 3:12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous.
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

1. The Christian’s distinctive nature, (2:18–3:18)

b. Positively, love is what distinguishes the Christian, (Righteous Love) (3:13–18)
1 John 3:13–18 (NIV84) [John 5:19-30; 13:34-35; 15:9-17]
3:13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

2. How to be loving, (3:19-4:6) 

a. How to have boldness toward God, (Confidence before God) (3:19–24)
1 John 3:19–24 (NIV84) [John 8:1-11; 10:22-42; 14:15-21; 16:5-28]
3:19 This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in His presence 3:20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything. 
3:21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 3:22 and receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him. 3:23 And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us. 3:24 Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us. 

	Blog #9: How do Jesus and the Father birth within us the purifying hope of being transformed into Christ’s likeness when He finally appears?
Blog #10: How do we participate with Jesus as He takes away our sins and destroys the work of the devil?
Blog #11: What is the evidence that we have (or have not) passed from death into eternal life?
Blog #12: How do we regain confidence before God when our hearts condemn us for not being as loving, believing or obeying as we should be?



	I. Making distinctions so the truth can be clearly grasped. (1:5–4:6)

B. The distinction between the Christian and the world, (God is Righteous) (2:18–4:6)

2. How to be loving, (3:19-4:6) 

b. How to overcome the false spirits, (Warnings Against False Spirits) (4:1–6)


	1 John 4:1–6 (NIV84) [John 8:21-30; 14:15-27; 18:36-38]
4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 4:2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 4:3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 4:5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 4:6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

A. By keeping the love of God perfected in us, (God is Love) (4:7–5:3a)

1. What God has done to evoke love in us, (True Love) (4:7-18)

a. His objective work in Christ, (4:7–11)
1 John 4:7–11 (NIV84) [John 3:11-18; 13:34-35; 15:9-17]
4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 4:9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 4:11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

A. By keeping the love of God perfected in us, (God is Love) (4:7–5:3a)

1. What God has done to evoke love in us, (True Love) (4:7-18)

b. The subjective appropriation of this work of faith, (4:12–18)
1 John 4:12–18 (NIV84) [John 4:39-42; 14:9-26]
4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. 4:13 We know that we live in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 4:15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 4:16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 4:17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like Him. 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

	Blog #13: What test should we apply to all human teachers who claim to speak under spiritual inspiration?
Blog #14: Why should Christians love one another beyond doing it to obey God and it being evidence that we are in the light?
Blog #15: What is the evidence that the truth of God’s love for us has taken hold of us?



	II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

A. By keeping the love of God perfected in us, (God is Love) (4:7–5:3a)

2. The inseparability of love to God and to one’s brother, (4:19-5:3a)


	1 John 4:19–5:3a (NIV84) [John 3:3-8; 13:34-35; 15:9-17]
4:19 We love because He first loved us. 4:20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 4:21 And He has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well. 5:2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out His commands. 5:3 This is love for God: to obey His commands. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

1. Faith overcomes the world, (5:3b-5)
1 John 5:3b–5 (NIV84) [John 1:10-13; 14:15-21; 20:30-31]
And His commands are not burdensome, 5:4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

2. The witness that supports faith, (5:6-11)
1 John 5:6–11 (NIV84) [John 1:29-34; 3:14-18, 35-36; 8:14-18; 20:31]
5:6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 5:7 For there are three that testify: 5:8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 5:9 We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His Son. 5:10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made Him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about His Son. 5:11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

3. The confidence that faith produces, (5:12-20)

a. That we have eternal life, (5:12–13)
1 John 5:12–13 (NIV84) [John 1:4, 10-13; 3:18, 36; 14:6; 20:31]
5:12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

3. The confidence that faith produces, (5:12-20)

b. That God answers prayer, (5:14–17)
1 John 5:14–17 (NIV84) [John 14:12-14; 15:5-8; 16:19-24]
5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 5:15 And if we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of Him. 
5:16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 5:17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 
II. Therefore, love one another. (4:7–5:20)

B. The faith that keeps this love perfected in us, (Centrality of Faith in Christ) (5:3b–20)

3. The confidence that faith produces, (5:12-20)

c. That God has intervened for us in crucial ways through Christ, His Son, (5:18–20)
1 John 5:18–20 (NIV84) [John 1:10-13; 14:28-31; 15:1-11; 17:1-19]
5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 5:20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true. And we are in Him who is true—even in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
III. Therefore, avoid idols (i.e. have faith in Christ), (5:21; cf. 5:13)
1 John 5:21 (NIV84) [Revelation 9:20-21; 13:11-17; 14:9-12]
5:21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.

	Blog #16: Why does John say that love for God and love for one another are inseparable?

Blog #17: What empowers both our love for the children of God and our strength to overcome the world?

Blog #18: What role do reliable witnesses who testify that Jesus is the Christ play in our coming to faith in Jesus?
Blog #19a: What does John say we can know and believe with certainty?

Blog #19b: What does John say we can know and believe with certainty?

Blog #20: How does keeping ourselves from idols summarize the entire letter of 1 John?




	2 John 1:1–6 (NIV84) 

2J1:1 The elder, 

To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth— 2J1:2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: 
2J1:3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love. 
2J1:4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 2J1:5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 2J1:6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to His commands. As you have heard from the beginning, His command is that you walk in love. 
2 John 1:7–13 (NIV84) 

2J1:7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 2J1:8 Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 2J1:9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 2J1:10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him. 2J1:11 Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work. 
2J1:12 I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

2J1:13 The children of your chosen sister send their greetings.

	Blog #21: What is the significance of each ingredient in John’s commendation of the believing readers of 2 John? 
Blog #22: On what basis does John warn believers about deceivers who threaten the church of Christ?



	3 John 1:1-8 (NIV84) 

3J1:1 The elder, 

To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 
3J1:2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. 3J1:3 It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the truth. 3J1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 
3J1:5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are strangers to you. 3J1:6 They have told the church about your love. You will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 3J1:7 It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans. 3J1:8 We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work together for the truth. 
3 John 1:9-14 (NIV84) 

3J1:9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us. 3J1:10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us. Not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church. 
3J1:11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 3J1:12 Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone—and even by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, and you know that our testimony is true. 
3J1:13 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 3J1:14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name.

	Blog #23: What do we learn about the “brothers” whom Gaius helped and sent out as missionaries of the truth?

Blog #24: What drew John’s attention to Diotrephes and Demetrius, two very different personalities in the church?




9 D. A. Carson, Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, 672; also Stott, Letters of John, 21–23.


12 D. A. Carson, Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, 672; also Stott, Letters of John, 21–23.
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