Lessons from our Participation in Missions

Let me begin by telling you about Harold George. Harold George is a grieving widower raising four grandchildren in extreme poverty. He is illiterate. His daughter, the mother of his grandchildren, is into drugs and is not around much. His youngest grandchild is blind. His wife died just a few weeks before we arrived.

Harold’s four grandchildren share a small shoddily built 10x10 bedroom room attached to an aged, early 1900’s vintage house. The room is barely big enough to fit their beds. The roof was sagging and had been leaking above one of the beds. The walls and furniture were infested with bees and cockroaches. Harold told us how the kids had occasionally been stung by bees while crawling into their beds. Cameron Dyrness and I found and removed cockroaches from crevasses in their bed frames.

Harold’s front porch also had serious problems. The foundation consisted of a series of car jacks and a large portion of the floor had broken away. The steps leading up to the front porch were precariously unstable. This made for a dangerous obstacle course – especially for a blind child. 

As Cameron put it after a hard day of tearing open insect infested walls; “compared to the Georges, we live like kings.” Not surprisingly, the Colville Tribe had recently condemned Harold’s house and had put Harold on a list to receive another house. However, inadequate housing is a chronic problem on the reservation and another house will likely take several years to get. In the mean time something major had to be done to improve the children’s living conditions. That is where we stepped in to offer Harold and his grandchildren a source of hope – for their temporary shelter and for their eternal shelter.

Under Mark Wilson’s construction leadership, we gave Harold’s house a complete home makeover. We tore open and rebuilt the roof and walls of the children’s bedroom. We shored and repaired the front porch and steps. And we patched, repainted and re-roofed the entire house. 

In the process, we saw a wonderful transformation take place in Harold and his grandchildren. At the beginning of the week, Harold was extremely reserved and reluctant. He did not trust us. We were told by his social worker that he did not trust anyone. As work began however, Harold warmed up to Lee Thomas and by the end of the week our team had gained his complete confidence. On the final evening Harold and his family joined us for dinner, for a time of worship and a message of faith. Between that evening and the conversations he had with Lee and others over the course of the week, Harold heard the reason for the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 

We gave Harold’s grandchildren a double source of hope too. On the one hand we taught them how to fix their temporary house by having them paint and pick-up fallen nails. On the other hand, we taught them how to fix their eternal condition by teaching them the gospel in Vacation Bible School.

Now I want to tell you about Ron and Cindy. Cindy has been the cook for Mission to the World for several years. Ron and Cindy make special arrangements to be able to be with us all week. Their teenage children Sugar & Kevin also spend the week with us. Ron and Cindy speak of hard lives. As a young man, Ron struggled with drugs and alcohol. He found himself homeless and living on the streets and he even attempted to take his own life. Then he turned his life around and eventually decided to work at a half-way house to try and help other struggling kids. In that capacity, Ron has seen far too many youth die from drug and alcohol related accidents. His heart aches for those kids. On top of that, a few years ago, Ron and Cindy lost their own son to a drinking and driving accident. It was just after that loss, at their point of deepest sorrow, that Mission to the World came into the picture and offered Cindy a job. Ron and Cindy speak with great emotion of how that first experience with Mission to the World and the many that followed have transformed their lives. They tell everyone they know about the wonderful work Mission to the World is doing. Ron and Cindy look forward with great anticipation to the fellowship that they get from Mission to the World each year.

Now that I’ve introduced you to these two families, let’s get into today’s scripture beginning at 2 Corinthians 2:12.

12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13 I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia.

We know from other scripture that Paul left behind a group of believers when he said good-by to Troas. Drawing a loose comparison, when Mission to the World and New Heights Christian Church went to Yakima (our Troas) several years ago, we found that the Lord had opened a door for us. But when Chris and Mary Granberry caught the vision to begin a full time ministry there, we said good-bye to Yakima and moved on to Colville (our Macedonia) leaving the Granberrys to carry on the ministry that Mission to the World began. 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ...

Here are some examples of how I see God leading us in triumphal procession through our work with Mission to the World. Chris and Mary Granberry were led from participating on a single short term trip to devoting their entire lives as missionaries to the Yakima Nation. Mark Wilson & Scott Milliron were led from participating on short term missions to joining the staff of Mission to the World. Ken Larsen, Scotty Pickering, Lindsay Thomas & Rachel Todd were led from serving in Yakima and Colville to serving in India with John Hoeldtke. And an ever growing number us have answered the call to serve on short term missions. 


…and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him. 15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task?

Consider the sweet aroma of a good dinner alluring you in as you enter your house. You have not seen or tasted the dinner, yet your senses tell you it is going to be good. Likewise, the fragrance of our ministry reaches many people long before they taste it for themselves. They see the work we did for Harold George, they hear the testimonies of hope told by Ron and Cindy, they hear the bible verses that their children learned in Vacation Bible School and they hear of the encouragement given through our music ministry. These are the fragrance we emit. 

Now, consider the sweet aroma being that of a wonderful meat and potatoes dinner. To the meat eater, this is the fragrance of the sustenance of life but to the radical anti-meat activist, it is the smell of death. Likewise, our ministry is the smell of death to those who strongly disagree with our message. We saw a few cases of this when we went door to door handing out ministry materials.

17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.

It appears that disingenuous people had made some of the Corinthians hesitant to accept Paul’s message. However, Paul and Titus were not like those disingenuous people. As proof, they point out the fact that they were not in it for a profit. Similarly, Native Americans today have had a long and painful history of being exploited for profit. The same waves of immigration that brought profit seeking exploiters also brought missionaries and others presenting the word of God. Some had good motives and some had bad motives. Just the same, many Native Americans came to associate the preaching of the word with the exploitation of their people. Therefore, we must prove our sincerity before we can effectively extend our message. One of the most powerful witnesses to our sincerity is that we consistently (year after year) spend our own money and give our own time to come and serve them. Over and over, those whose lives have been impacted, including Ron and Cindy, have pointed out how significant this fact has been to them. 


3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

Lee Thomas developed a special bond with Harold George. Lee has since corresponded with Harold in hopes of continuing that friendship. Harold touched Lee’s heart. So too the Lord used Lee to touch Harold’s heart. As such, Harold is now our letter of recommendation to his friends and acquaintances. So are his grandchildren and Ron and Cindy and their children and the many others whose lives we have impacted.

4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant – not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.


I encourage each of you to start praying to see if God is calling you to join us on one of our trips to the Colville Reservation next summer. Trust that the Holy Spirit can make you competent ministers of His life giving gospel to the Colville people.

I also encourage each of you to attend Missions Fest Seattle at Overlake Christian Church in two weeks. Come get a glimpse of some of the exciting missionary activity going on around the world today.

Last, I leave you with scripture from Isaiah 58 to reflect on as you prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to go to Colville next year.


If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.

