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Suppose you’re having a conversation with someone who just can’t swallow the idea that Jesus is God in human flesh. You tried to explain that Jesus was born by a miraculous birth. That, although He lived a sinless life, He was convicted of crimes He didn’t commit and was made to die by the cruelest means of execution. You also explained that three days after His death He walked out of His burial tomb and hung out with over 500 of His followers. 
After all your explaining, your friend is still unconvinced that Jesus is God in human flesh. So, you come up with an idea. You ask your friend a “What if” question to get him thinking about Christ from a different perspective.

So, you ask your friend, Would you be willing to use your imagination a little bit and the try to answer this question? Just humor me if you must, but, (1) what if God did become a man, what do you think His birth would be like? 
(2) What if God became a man, do you think He would be able to perform miracles? 
(3) What if God became a man, do you think He would live life more perfectly than any other human who has ever lived? 
(4) What if God became a man, do you think He would have the most interesting things to say? 
(5) What if God became a man, do you think His advice and His prescriptions would be pretty effective and helpful? 
(6) What if God became a man, do you think His response to the things He suffered would make Him more than an adequate comforter in our sorrows and in our griefs?

(7) What if God became a man, do you think His physical death would be the end of Him?
Surely, if God became a man, He would be an extraordinary man. He would have a unique birth. He would live a sinless life. He would preform miracles. He would suffer with grace. He would defend Himself with truth. Death could not hold Him. And He would accomplish His purpose for becoming a man. Haven’t we just described Jesus of Nazareth, born over 2000 years ago in a little village called Bethlehem just as the Bible said it would happen?
Matthew 2:1-6 (NIV) 1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of My people Israel.’” 
So, the Old Testament scriptures told us in advance that Jesus was coming and would be born in Bethlehem. And, that’s what happened.
The writer of the book of Hebrews in the New Testament says: 
Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV) 1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, . . .. 
The apostle John spoke of Jesus this way:

John 1:14 (NIV) 14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 3:16-17 (NIV) 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.
The Scripture is clear in saying that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ into the world to bring a message of hope and salvation and that He would reveal the glory of God the Father to the world. That’s what we read in John 1:18 (NIV) 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only (speaking of Jesus), who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 
So, let’s go back to the original question. Just suppose that God would become a man and live among us, what could we expect that would look like?
Let’s start with His birth.
(1) If God became a man, what do you think His birth would be like?

Would it really surprise you were He to have a very unusual birth? And, if God wanted to maintain His “Godness” while at the same time taking on “man-ness,” would it really surprise you that Jesus, the Son of God, would be born to a virgin and become the God-man?
Over 700 years before Christ’s birth, Isaiah wrote: Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel (God with us). 
Writing about His birth, Matthew, one of Jesus’ twelve apostles, wrote: Matthew 1:18 (NIV) 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
What I suspect we will find as we go through these hypothetical questions is that what we know about Jesus is consistent with what the God-man would be like if God indeed became a man.
(2) If God became a man, do you think He would perform miracles? 

It’s really hard to imagine someone we would elevate to the position of god who could not do miracles. That sort of goes with the definition of a god. Essentially, if our god cannot perform miracles, he is no god.
What we see in Jesus of Nazareth is a man who performed many miracles. He healed people of leprosy, of paralysis, of deafness, dumbness and blindness. He turned water into wine, calmed a storm, fed 5000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. He raised Lazarus from the dead. 
By performing miracles, Jesus created a problem for the Pharisees. John 11:47-48 (NIV) 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48 If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 
(3) If God became a man, do you think He would live life more perfectly than any other human who has ever lived? 

Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte said, “I know men and I tell you, Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded his empire upon love; and at this hour, millions would die for him.”

We read in Hebrews 4:14-15 (NIV) 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
So, if God did become a man, Jesus Christ would be our most likely candidate for having lived the most perfect life possible, even without sin.
(4) If God became a man, do you think He would have the most interesting things to say? 

In His own words, Jesus said, Luke 21:33 (NIV) 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.
It was common for the crowds who heard Jesus speak to be astonished at His teaching. Luke 4:32 (NIV) 32 They were amazed at His teaching, because His message had authority. In John we read: John 7:46 (NIV) 46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards declared.
(5) If God became a man, do you think His advice and prescriptions would be pretty effective? 

Again, in His own words, Jesus said, John 7:37 (NIV) 37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. And in John 14:27 (NIV) 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
In this very room you will find that most all of us have applied the teachings of Jesus to our lives and found them to be, not just effective, but life changing.
(6) If God became a man, do you think His response to the things He suffered makes Him more than an adequate comforter in our sorrows?

I repeat the verse from Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 
We know our Lord as the sympathizing Jesus. In His love for us, He endured humiliation and suffering, even death on a cruel cross. Certainly, Jesus understands our sorrows because He is intimately acquainted with grief. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 (NIV) 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 
Certainly, if God became a man, that man would have complete capacity to understand the struggles we are going through.
Lastly, (7) If God became a man, do you think His physical death would be the end of Him?

Again, by definition God is one who cannot die. He lives forever. Paul speaks of Christ’s victory over death in Romans 6:9-10 (NIV) 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over Him. 10 The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. 
Friends, if you can conceive of the possibility that God could become a man, then I urge you to consider seriously the babe who was born in Bethlehem to a woman named Mary. Her child, Jesus, fits our expectations of what a God-man would be like and achieve. Most importantly, Jesus Christ gave His life in place of ours. The judgment that was on us has been taken by Jesus Christ so that our sin need not any longer separate us from God the Father.
This Christmas, I commend to you our Savior, Jesus Christ, the God-man. He is worthy to be trusted. Won’t you place your confidence in Him tonight.

