Jeremiah 21
Intro:
1.
Credit to SS class

2.
Strong Claim


-
Tablets


-
Verse 1:  An audacious claim:  A word from the Lord, a word from God… Given the historic 



Jewish focus on Jerusalem, pre and post exile, Jeremiah’s counter-
cultural message to seek 


God’s blessings away from the promised land, would not have been chronicled unless…
3.
The text does make me think back to an incident last summer:

-
Heading for Vancouver…

-
Commitments in Lynwood… in between… stay up north & enjoy the hotel amenities with M & 


L, toward whom I had benevolent aspirations

-
So I made a reservation at a nearby Hampton Inn (which I love for value)


-
I arrived at the hotel, parked, went in to the lobby with everyone else in the cars…, presented 


my name & reservation number and observed the pained look on what appeared to be 2 high 


school young men at the desk (which, incidentally, I thought was kind of funny…)


And was told by one of the young men, “We have no room for you.”

-
Well, the next thing the young man said to me, “This is really bad.”  And he repeated, “This is 


really bad.”  

-
Then he informed me that a plumbing leak upstairs closed several rooms, including my room, 


and that the hotel had arranged for another room for us at a nearby room, and again he said, 


“This is really bad.” 

-
 When I asked the young man for directions, he again said, “This is really bad.”  And when he 


couldn’t find a map, he again said, “This is really bad.”  

-
And when I asked him why I had not received a phone call on my cell, he said, “This is really 


bad.”  

-
Two more times this poor young man exclaimed, “This is really bad.”
4
Well, I thought about all this a lot

-
In a conspiratorial moment, given that I had secured a bargain room rate, I wonderd if my 



reservation was deliberately chosen for cancellation.

-
But then I thought… unusual to have such young men, who weren’t even in uniform at a hotel 


like Hampton Inn, behind the front desk without adult support.  Maybe management was 



dealing with the plumbing emergency, but do you know what I think… I think the adults in 



charge did not want to have to be the bearers of bad, painful news to arrivals who 





certainly would be upset.  They did not want to be the givers of hard-to bear-truth.
5.
To our text…

-
In Jeremiah 20:1-2 we read…  

-
And just before these verses, at the end of Jeremiah 19,  we hear what “these things” were:  


“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, behold, I am bringing upon this city and upon 


all its towns all the disaster that I pronounced against it, because they have stiffened their 



neck, refusing to hear my words.”

-
For nearly 40 years, from 626 to 587ish, Jeremiah had faced ridicule, mocking, loss of status, 


marginalization & non-responsiveness along with, threats, plots, imprisonments and beatings.

-
It is anything but easy to be prophetic.
POINT 1

1.
But it is most interesting to me to note that King Zedekiah, who was so evil … It is a previous king, 
Joehoiachin, who is restored in Babylon… and corrupt that he isn’t even chronicled as a legitimate 
king of Israel, sends for Jeremiah and asks him to inquire of the Lord on his behalf. 
2.
Q: So, why did the king send for Jeremiah?

3.
I can only conclude that we see illustrated here a great and abiding principle:  When things get 
tough a truth-giving person’s word is desired.  Now that word may not be welcomed and it 
certainly may not be followed.   But at some point, perhaps when things get desperate, there is a 
desire to at least hear a word from an honest person.
4.
That’s why…


-
Proverbs 16:13 says, Kings take pleasure in honest lips.  They value a man who speaks the 


truth.”


-
That why Mark Sanford, who stated at a recent meeting of governors convened to ask for a 


trillion dollars of government aid, “We don’t believe economic problems that were in large 



measure created by too much debt will be solved by more debt,” is mocked now but will have 


respect later.
5.
Remember the context for Jeremiah and the false prophets of his day (this should give you the 
willies!): Jeremiah. 23:16-22, 27-30


-
Neb’s armies had taken Jerusalem under siege, and the optimistic promises of the false 



prophets didn’t seem to be holding up in crunch time.


-
Hold on to orthodoxy.  Live and articulate your convictions in such a way that you will have 



credibility in crunch, and even after you are gone from this world, your life well lived will reflect 


the aura of truth and integrity.
6.
Point 1:  An honest & heartfelt presentation of truth will at some point secure a platform. Truth 
giving and living, at some point, maybe far down the line, will establish credibility.

7.
And that takes me to point 2:

POINT 2:

1.
Look at Zedekiah’s request in verse 2, and ask yourself what exactly is wrong with his request?

2.
Of course, we know from 2 Kings 24 that Zedekiah’s heart was set on evil, and God sent him out 
of 
his presence.  But the words of his representatives, on first impression, do sound sincere and 
pious: Inquire of the Lord for us… Perhaps… the Lord will deal with us… according to all his 
wonderful deeds… (as God had done a 100 years before when the Assyrians had laid siege to 
Jerusalem)
3.
Q:  So what exactly is wrong with Zedekiah’s request?

4.
My answer stems from the final phrase:  “And will make him withdraw from us.”

5.
So here’s the deal, and here’s point 2:  Presumption doesn’t work with God.  God works on his 
terms in His ways on His timing, and his word clearly says he wants to bless us… but within his 
perfect will.  Expectations?  Yes.  Presumption?  No.

-
Especially when we face issues, it is so tempting to force God’s hand.


-
It can be so tempting to look at others… and wonder, why hasn’t God answered my prayer…

6.
Incidentally, Jeremiah tells us that God deals with his people first, then he deals with the nations 
and their rulers.  Thus, we see repeated emphasis on the priests and prophets and elders 
throughout the book of Jeremiah and we see the emphasis placed on the desired response for 
God’s 
people in v. 8.
7.  So I am profoundly struck by the words of Charles Colson in his end of the year Breakpoint 
commentary:  


-
Young people


-
8:15 prayer time

8.
Jeremiah boldly proclaims the brutal judgment that was coming in short order, but even to the end 
he issues forth a promise of life and restoration to the people of God in verses 8-10:

POINT 3

And this takes me to point 3:  Unforseen blessings will come when we choose the way of life over the way of death.

There is something sort of counter-intuitive here, not illogical or dumb, but counter-intuitive, and I will do my best to explain in that the way of life seemed like the way of death and the way of death seemed like the way of life.

The way of death:  A reliance on security and tradition and power (Israel was still looking to Egypt) and feverish activity and presumption of self-righteousness that kept the people from bearing their hearts in repentance before almighty God.

The Way of life:
To go over in exile to Babylon, fierce enemy of Israel and land of the Chaldeans, the pagan astrologers of the east, seemingly far removed from the historic blessings of the promised land and its privileged temple. .. a loss of all religious prerogatives, a loss of self-esteem and seemingly a loss of all respect and all hope for future blessing.
Yet God had tremendous promises, we know, in Jeremiah 29: 11:  “I know the plans that I have for you…. 
And so for us…
-
Individually:

-
Corporately/The church:

In faith, we will need to reinvigorate ourselves that the position of God’s people in this world is one of exile… a one where we will not really feel at home, where we will be deemed to be odd or even worse.
In faith, sometimes we have to take a hit in order to be blessed long-term, and we are to praise His name as we wait for Him to work, not based on our own presumptions, but on his good will.
In faith, we have to avoid being corrupted by all the easy money that is being handed out, and In faith, we need to give generously, knowing that our investment in kingdom work, as taught by our Lord in Luke 17, is the only guaranteed investment.
In faith, the church in America will speak truth, confident that it is God’s job to give us a platform on His terms and in His time.

In faith, as Dan has shared his heart with us, we may very well have to recognize that our greatest power in our culture will be from following the way of the cross…
Point 3:
Look at the story of Zephaniah…


29:24-29, 37:3, 38:14


Relatively anonymous… living out his faith in a highly dicey situation… He does die… But could it 
be in Heaven?


We all have a platform… there will be opportunities to use that platform

Point 4:  Understand the seeming paradox of the way of life:

Way of death:  Security within the walled city.






Hope in Egyptian or divine intervention






Trust in assuming God is obligated.






Trust in outward ritual and…

