John 15:12 (NIV) 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
As I stay attached to Jesus, am willing to make sacrifices, and pray for specific people with specifics, I will then be ready and equipped to love: ____________   ____________   
___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________  

I will show my love when I . . .

· spend time with ___________   
· listen to ___________   
· like ___________   or like something about ___________   
· give ___________   gifts (occasionally or regularly)

· include ___________   (in special events or outings)

· discipline ___________   or correct ___________   gently

· challenge ___________   to do better or work harder

· initiate getting together (make appointments or ask ___________   out on dates)

· stop what I’m doing to help ___________   
· willingly adjust my schedule to make time for ___________   
· laugh with ___________   
· cry with ___________   
· hope with ___________   and dream with ___________   
· pray with ___________   and pray for ___________   
· want Christ to be the center and circumference of ___________’s life

· want ___________   to be obey Christ at all times

· want the fruit of the Spirit to be produced in ___________’s life

· want ___________   to love God with all his/her heart, soul and strength

· want ___________   to have friends who love Jesus

· want ___________   to have friends who don’t yet love Jesus

· walk with ___________   
· talk to ___________   
· share my hopes and dreams with ___________   
· say good things about ___________   , promote and brag about ___________   
· tell ___________   the truth, am honest (even when it might be painful)

· don’t spread falsehoods or hurtful stories about ___________   to others

· know what’s best for ___________   , want what’s best for ___________   
· encourage ________  , cheer on to success, applaud when _________   succeeds
· comfort ___________   in his/her times of discouragement, loss and failure

· think about ___________   (by a phone call, card or gift I give him/her)

· am willing to forgive ___________   
· am gentle with ___________   , smile in ___________’s presence

· protect ___________   (from physical harm, from sinful activities, from dangers, from unwanted advances from a selfish or evil person)

· as ___________’s friend, keep my integrity, maintain my good name, behave honorably, make ___________   proud

· obey __________   , do what __________   asks in a timely and pleasant manner

· respect and honor ___________   
· make ___________   promises and keep my promises

· make my plans with ___________   in mind

· ask for ___________’s help

· help ___________   feel like he/she is my partner


Who do you know that loves you like the list on the other side of this page?
Do you have someone who loves you like this?

Yes, Jesus Christ loves you like this. 
He spends time with you. He listens to you. He likes you. He gives gifts  to you regularly. He includes you in His mission. He disciplines you gently, challenges  you, initiates getting together with you. I’m talking about Jesus.

He may not stop what He’s doing to help you, but He does help you and makes you feel like He has stopped everything else to help you. He laughs with you, cries with you, hopes and dreams with you. I’m talking about Jesus, your friend who loves you.

He prays with you and for you. He longs to be the center and circumference of your life, to have the fruit of His Spirit produced in your life. He deeply wants you to love God with all your heart, soul and strength. He wants you to have friends who love Him and friends who will soon come to love Him because of your friendship. I’m talking about Jesus.

He walks and talks with you. He shares His hopes and dreams with you. He says good things about you and promotes you to others. He tells you the truth and is honest with you. He certainly does not spread falsehoods or hurtful stories about you to others. I’m talking about Jesus, your friend who loves you.

He knows what is best for you and passionately wants you moving towards the best. He encourages you and cheers you on to success. He comforts you in times of discouragement, loss and failure. He is thinking about you at all times. I’m talking about Jesus.

His offer of forgiveness is always extended to you. He is gentle with you. He protects you. He maintains His good name and never gives you reason to be ashamed of Him. He makes you proud to be his friend. I’m talking about Jesus, your friend who loves you.

He responds to your requests. He answers your prayers. He shows you respect and honor. He keeps His promises to you. He makes plans with you in mind. He even asks you to participate in His plans and helps you feel like his partner.

There is no friend who loves you as completely as Jesus does. 
Jesus has set the highest possible standard for how to love people. 
And yet, He calls on us to love like He loves. 
God has given us a taste of His love by giving us friends 
who fulfill in part the love Christ has for us. 
Any good friend that we have points to Jesus. 
Your best friend is a pointer. He points to Jesus.

John 13:15 (NIV) 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 

John 13:34 (NIV) 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
John 15:12 (NIV) 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
