Sunday, July 19, 2009 – Micah Adamson, guest speaker

“Proclaiming Jesus from the Bible through the Church”
Ephesians 4:7-16 (NIV)
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4:13 NIV
Introduction: My Philosophy of Ministry - Proclaiming Jesus from the Bible through the Church
a. I Will not be sharing primarily about our time in Ecuador, but it will come up since we were doing ministry with the same philosophy in Ecuador.

i. We led a youth group at our church focusing on Jesus from the Bible.

ii. We led a young adults group at our church focusing on Jesus from the Bible.

b. I Will be sharing from Ephesians 4:7-16 which is next in line in Pastor Dan’s series from Ephesians which I have been following online. I hope this won’t be too much of a stretch to fit this passage with my philosophy of ministry. I still want to let Paul speak for himself.
i. Last week Pastor Dan said we crossed from the first half of Ephesians chapter 1-3 where God says “I have made you a saint…” To the second half of Ephesians chapter 4–6, where God says, “Now, live a saintly life.”
ii. As we read Ephesians 4:7-13 and Ephesians 4:14-16 we should expect to find instructions for living as saints.
1. Proclaiming Jesus: (Ephesians 4:7-11) this passage is all about Jesus!
a. For God ascending implies descending first
i. We can climb Mt. Rainer from here without descending first because we start at sea level.

ii. If we were born at the top of Mt. Everest we would have to descend before we could climb Mt. Rainer.

iii. Paul deduces that since God is starting at the highest place, anytime the Bible says God ascends it proves God had to descend first.
iv. Even the original context of Psalm 68:17-18a talks about God being on Sinai before he was on Zion. God always starts from above us.

b. God always starts from above us; the gospel is no exception: Paul already mentioned Jesus’ two steps up in Ephesians 1:19-21, but first Jesus had to take two steps down which Paul shared in Philippians 2:6-8.
Equality with God

i. Incarnation

Perfect life as a Man

ii. Death

In the grave, Sheol, the place of the dead, really Dead

iii. Resurrection

Alive again with a perfected body, witnessed by hundreds, really Alive 

iv. Ascension

To the Highest Place, in Heaven, Reigning as king
c. When Jesus went back to heaven, he ascended as the victor of a battle.

i. Jesus won the battle against the devil with whom we were allied and took us captive as prisoners of war which is the story Paul already told in Ephesians 2:1-7.

ii. Then Jesus turned around and gave us the spoils of war he won in the form of spiritual gifts according to Ephesians 4:7.

iii. Then Jesus gave the captives themselves as gifts to the church as he did with Paul the rebel turned apostle seen in Ephesians 4:1 and 4:11.
2. From the Bible. 
a. Old Testament: Paul used Israel as an example and the basis for his argument that God gives gifts to men in Ephesians 4:7-11. But, there’s a Problem: David said Psalm 68:18 says God “received gifts from men” but Paul said in Ephesians 4:8 says that Christ “gave gifts to men”. Possible Solutions:
i. Authors are allowed to misquote themselves.
 (John 5:39-40)

ii. Paul is not quoting Psalm 68:18 but summarizing all of Psalm 68.
 (Psalm 68:6, 9-10, 18, & 31-32 and Deuteronomy 9:4-6 say that, by his grace, God took and gave Canaan to Israel, unlike his destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah or Babylon which he just destroyed.)
iii. God received gifts for men not just from men.
 (Psalm 68:18 KJV)
· Option 1: for = to (“I’m delivering this gift for your dad.”)

· Option 2: for = on behalf of/from (“I’m delivering this gift for your dad.”)

By his grace, God took sinners from the domain of darkness for the church to use as bearers of light.

b. New Testament: apostles and prophets
i. Apostle = Messenger sent by Jesus (1 Corinthians 9:1 and 15:7-8)

· In one sense all missionaries as apostles since they are all obeying Jesus command to go preach the gospel he revealed to the original apostles as Acts 14:14 shows.

· In a special sense the church is built on the eyewitness testimony of the apostles and it is to their writings we should look for authoritative answers to our questions rather than looking to living representatives of the apostles as Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5 show.
ii. Prophet = Speaker who warns ahead of time 
· In one sense we speak prophetically whenever we warn the world of coming judgment based on the fact that God says, “When you do X, then Y will happen” and since you are doing X, then I trust that, sooner or later, Y will happen to you.

· In a special sense it is more helpful to look to the original Old and New Testament prophets who God spoke to and whose warnings we quote rather than calling ourselves prophets today.
3. Through the Church. 
a. Apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastor/teachers are all given to the church to preach God’s word to various people in Ephesians 4:11.
i. Apostles and Prophets – God’s messengers whose words are authoritatively recorded in the Bible (Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5).

ii. Evangelists – Good news sharers whether traveling (Acts 21:8) or stationary (2 Timothy 4:5). Focused on unbelievers.
iii. Pastor/Teachers – Shepherds of God’s flock who care for God’s people by feeding them God’s word whether full time preachers (2 Timothy 4:2) or elders (1 Peter 5:2-4 and John 21:17). Focused on believers.
b. Are preachers the only people with gifts in the church? (Romans 12:4-8)
i. No, they are not alone as it says in Ephesians 4:7, 12, and 16.
ii. But, they are the most important gifts according to 1 Corinthians 12:28 and 31. 
iii. According to Ephesians 4:12-13, “Knowledge” about the “Son of God” is what “prepares” us for good works and “matures” us as a church. God gave preachers to impart this knowledge about Jesus. As a church, we must know Christ and share him.
c. What is the church?

i. Jesus lives in the people he conquered just as God lived in the place he conquered as it says Psalm 68:18 and Ephesians 2:19-22. 

ii. Christ’s body physically present on earth, our purpose is Jesus’ purpose; to share the news that Jesus died to rescue lost rebels, which is scary for the world because of the fact that Jesus conquers and takes captives as it says in Ephesians 4:8. To fail Jesus’ mission is to fail as a church.
iii. One purpose, many functions see Ephesians 4:4-7. Including: money making jobs, government jobs, hospitality and administration, and speakers of God’s word.

Conclusion: Joining mission field King County
a. Today in the US, “every wind of teaching” spoken of in Ephesians 4:14-15, has little or no resistance even among Christians since we don’t have “the truth” found in the Bible.

b. Most unbelievers in the US are not atheists but are described either as “Pelegian Gnostics” or “Moralistic, Therapeutic, Deists”. They have very little, very poor information about God. Only the Bible can fix that with “knowledge of the Son of God”.

c. Where you live seems normal, I was shocked to find that most Christians in Loja, Ecuador didn’t know that it was the most un-reached area in all of South America (1% evangelicals), I wouldn’t be surprised if you didn’t know that King County is on of the most un-churched areas in all of the US (33% at any type of church, second only to one county in Colorado with 32% at any type of church). We are returning from a mission field to a mission field. Are you interested in being involved in proclaiming Jesus from the Bible through the Church right here in Kent?
d. Do you want to grow up? Then according to Ephesians 4:11-16, as a church we need “knowledge of the Son of God” and “the truth” found in the Bible. Are you willing to participate in the church by gathering to study the Bible to learn more about Jesus? In order to be prepared to share Jesus in word and deed? This doesn’t seem to make sense to us. We have to trust by faith God will do the work he has promised to do, by the means he has promised to do it. (M &M vs. bag of M&Ms illustration.) That’s why I would make my full philosophy of ministry statement read: “Proclaiming Jesus from the Bible through the church relying on the Holy Spirit for God’s Glory.”
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