Sunday, October 4, 2009 – Pastor Micah Adamson

 “Conveying a passion for Christ to the next generation!” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Introduction to Deuteronomy:
· Imagine that no one in your whole country owns their own home, in fact now one even lives in a house but rather is always on the move in a tent.
· Imagine that it’s been this way for your entire lifetime.
· In addition to that, imagine that in your whole country there are only three people over the age of 60, because every other member of your parents’ generation died at a young age for failing to trust and obey God when he tried to give them homes.
· Imagine that of these three elders, two were barely over 60, but the third is almost twice their age, 120 years old.
· Now, imagine that this old man was your preacher and that he was about to preach one last time before he died.
· Welcome to Deuteronomy.
Overview of Deuteronomy:

Moses preached the law a second time to Israel in the Deutero (2nd) nomy (law).
· 1-4 Moses preaches sermon #1 on “God’s faithfulness to Israel”

· 5-26 Moses preaches sermon #2 on “Instructions for godly living under the covenant”

· 27-30 Moses preaches sermon #3 on “A call to renew the covenant with God”

· 31 Moses passes the torch of leadership to Joshua

· 32 Moses sings a song he wrote summing up his sermons

· 33 Moses blessing the people

· 34 Moses climbs the mountain and dies for his own sin

 It looks like Deuteronomy was all preached on one day: Deuteronomy 1:3 & 32:48-50, 34:1 & 5

Limits of quotations from the New Testament to:
· Ephesians, Matthew, John, and Romans 10 which = Deuteronomy 6
Opening defense that Deuteronomy still applies to us as Christians:

Defense #1:

John Calvin argued that the law has three uses in “The Institutes of the Christian Religion” Book 2, Chapter 7, points 6-12 (translated by John Owen):
1. First, by exhibiting the righteousness of God, [the law] condemns [sinners by comparison].

2. Second, “The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.”

3. The third use of the Law (being also the principal use, and more closely connected with its proper end) has respect to believers in whose hearts the Spirit of God already flourishes and reigns. For [the law] is [as] the best instrument for enabling [Christians] daily to learn with greater truth and certainty what that will of the Lord is which they aspire to follow, […] just as a servant who desires with all his soul to approve himself to his master, must still observe, and be careful to ascertain his master’s dispositions, that he may comport himself in accommodation to them.
· God’s law still defines what God likes.
· Doing anything apart from God’s law would be offering God a gift he doesn’t want.

Admission of difficulty when preaching from Deuteronomy:

There are differences between us the Israelites living under the Mosaic covenant:

· We don’t have a special deal with God as a country which was initiated by God for his own glory to keep us safe for the sake of his good name as long as we obey God’s laws. 

As we heard at mission Fest from David Wang Christians in China prove the following:

· We aren’t guaranteed that our country will stay free if we obey God’s laws.

· We aren’t guaranteed long lives on earth if we obey God’s laws.

· We aren’t guaranteed peach, safety, or wealth on earth if we obey God’s laws.

But, there are similarities between us and the Israelites too:

· First, based on Jesus perfect obedience to God’s law we are guaranteed:

· Eternal life
· Citizenship in the kingdom of heaven
· A new heaven and a new earth which will never pass away

· All are secured for us by Christ’s righteousness.

· Secondly, as Calvin says, God hasn’t changed and neither have his desires. God’s law still tells us what God likes and tells us how to please God as his children and his people.

Defense #2:

· Jesus obeyed the law: he remembered what Israel was commanded to from Deuteronomy.
· Israelites were told to “Listen” 17 times, “Hear O Israel” 6 times, “Do not forget” 8 times, and “Remember” 16 times.
· When Jesus was in the desert for 40 days and was tempted by the devil

· He quoted threes times from Moses’ sermon on the lesson the Israelites should have learned from their 40 years in the desert.
· The devil quoted the Bible out of context, Jesus quoted from same passage all 3 times. 
· Matthew 4:4,7, & 10 and Deuteronomy 6:13, 16, & 8:3

· Following Jesus’ example, we must learn and remember the lesson of Deuteronomy.
Defense #3:

· Jesus is like Moses: Jesus words for us are the very words of God. 
· What the Israelites were told about God’s word in the Old Testament, applies equally to us about the New Testament.
· God not only took Moses up a mountain and gave him the grace of seeing the Promised Land from a distance, he also took Moses up a mountain and gave him the grace of discussing Israel’s promised redemption with Jesus shortly before his death and resurrection.
· Peter got excited to see Moses there, but God told Peter to be quiet and listen to Jesus. Deuteronomy 18:15 and Matthew 17:5
· Just as the Israelites needed to teach their children the importance of God’s word, we must teach our children to listen to him.
Body:
· Moses’ second sermon
· Deuteronomy 5 = Ten Commandments
· Chapters 6-26 = application

· Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 together
· Why to obey; who and what to obey; and where, when and how to obey.

1. Why to Obey:

Deuteronomy 6:1-3 Why to Obey: Enjoy long life
· Ephesians 6:1-3 – First commandment with a promise – appears to still apply
· Deuteronomy 5:16 – Fifth commandment
· Moses = oldest man in Israel
· Enjoy life? Have a long life? Enjoy a long life?
Wrap-up:
· Children cooperate with your parents as they teach you about God from his word.
· “Obey your parents in the Lord.”
· Why do you need to obey? To get what is best.
2. Who and What to Obey:

A. Deuteronomy 6:4 Who to Obey: 

I. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God… – Our God is the God of Israel in history.

· God doesn’t belong to us, we belong to him.
· God is the God who chooses people.

· Not based on how good we are, but because of how good he is.

· God is the God who has cared for his people in the past.
· God saved his people from slavery in Egypt through Moses.

· God saved his people from slavery to sin through Jesus.

II. …the Lord our God the Lord… – Lord=Yahweh, the God who is.

· God is the God who exists!
· God is not an idea or a principle to live by but a real being.

· God is the God who is personal and knowable.
· God introduced himself to Moses by name.
· Jesus introduced himself to us by name.

III. …the Lord [who] is one … – God is the only God.

· God is the only God. 
· There is no danger that he will be dethroned or replaced.

· OT doesn’t explicitly teach that God is a trinity.

· OT doesn’t deny the trinity either.

Wrap-up:
· How can you trust and obey someone you know nothing about?
· How can you know about God without knowing the Bible?
· Confidence to trust and obey God based on knowing God.
· Who do we teach the next generation to obey? The God we know and the God we have taught our children to know. 
B. Deuteronomy 6:5 What to Obey:

I. Loving God = using heart, mind, soul, and strength.

· Matthew 22:36-37 - Where did Jesus get “mind” from?
· Deuteronomy 11:13 & 18-20 = parallel to Deuteronomy 6.
· Loving God requires the use of all of our internal and external capacities. 

II. Loving God = Obeying God - The law is just detailed instructions for how to love God. 

· The word Love is used 27 times in Deuteronomy. 
· Only Psalms, Proverbs, and John use the word love more and 1 John comes close.
· John 14:15 & 1 John 5:3a
III. Loving God = response to God’s love for us

· Deuteronomy 6:23-24 and 1 John 4:19 - We love God in response to how God already saved us.

Wrap up:
· The law we are to teach to the next generation is the command to love God.
· Loving God is done internally and externally.
· It can’t be love without involving our desire to obey God.
· It can’t be love without involving our actions to obey God.
· We must love God and love obeying God.
· To do this we must know God by knowing and loving God’s word.
· What do we need to teach the next generation to obey? The command to love God. 

3. How, Where, and When Obey

A. Deuteronomy 6:6 How to obey: from the inside out.

· Deuteronomy 11:18a - clarifies, start by “fixing” God’s laws in your own hearts and minds. Children are smart and can often smell hypocrisy.
· God can do miracles to evangelize your children without your help, but the normal means of sharing the gospel with your children is through you.
· Just as God can do miracles to feed your children even without your help, even though the normal means of feeding your children is by you working to provide for them.
· If parents don’t love God’s word, it’s rare that their children will.
B. Deuteronomy 6:7-9 Where and when to obey: everywhere and all the time.

Observation:
· Parents have been given the primary responsibly for evangelizing and discipline their own children. As a youth pastor I can only help.
Implications:

· You have to live in the same house as your children.

· You go to bed and get up at the same time as your children.

· You spend time with your children on the road and at home.

· You have to talk about God’s law all the time so that if your children were just with you they would hear about God.
· You may need to change your schedule and even your living arrangements in order to obey this command.

I. Deuteronomy 6:7 – Impress God’s word on your children

Deuteronomy 11:19 clarifies “Teach” while sitting, walking, lying down and getting up.

Israelite parents probably spent a lot more time with their children than Americans do. 
· Children didn’t have anywhere to go without their parents; there were no schools to attend.
· The parents didn’t have anywhere to go without their children; the children probably went to work with their parents where they learned to do what their parents did.
· The whole family lived in one tent and sat to eat together at each meal. 
· ithout indoor lighting, the whole family probably went to bed with the sun in the evening and rose with the sun in the morning.
· Life was simpler.

American life and all has group sitting is spent watching TV.

· Traveling is spent listening to the Radio.

· Lying down and getting up are done alone.

· May need to change and simplify your lifestyle to be able to obey this command.

My childhood was not a normal so I’m not sure how Americans live.

· Homeschooled all but 3 years of my schooling.
· Lived in a mobile home 15 miles outside of a small town in the country
· Didn’t have my driver’s license until I was 18 so I traveled everywhere with my parents. 
· Family drove to the big city 45 miles away once a week to do our grocery shopping and visit Grandma. 
· Our church didn’t have a youth group so he drove my sister and me to another church’s youth group which he attended with us.
· We didn’t own a television set until I was 8 years old. 
· My dad used to read us Bible stories before bed, and I don’t remember a time he ever turned me down when asked for one more. By the time I was 10 we had filled a section of the bookshelf with yearly Bible story books we had read. 
· We read through the whole Bible together before bed over the next few years. 
· We read the Bible together as part of homeschooling, but we didn’t do morning devotions.
· Our family spent a lot of time together.
· All we had to do was make sure that we were talking about God which was a normal topic of conversation.
· Families may need to spend a greater quantity of time together in order to even have time to have quality talks about God.
· Is this worth changing your life for?
Here are some ideas for how to change your lifestyle:

Sitting:
· No TV (less TV).
· Eat dinner together. 
· No evening activities (at least one night per week). 
· A Saturday evening Sabbath supper every week to get ready for church on Sunday. 

Traveling:
· No radio.
· Listen to sermons.

· Memorize Bible verses.
· Memorize a book of the Bible each year.
· Listen through the Bible once per year.

Getting up: 
· Get up together as a family. 
· Eat breakfast together.
· Do morning devotions as a family: Discuss last week’s sermon. Discuss next week’s sermon and worship text, read a devotional booklet.

Going to bed: 
· Go to bed at the same time as a family (or at least get your children ready for bed).
· Do evening devotions as a family.
· Read through the Bible once per year.
· Use Charles Spurgeon’s morning and evening devotions.

(These ideas are just off the top of my head. For more ideas see Pastor Dan’s book, “The Christian Family In Post-Christian America:  Developing An Evangelistic Mission And Lifestyle”)

II. Deuteronomy 6:8 - God’s word as symbols on your: hands and foreheads

Figurative or literal:

· Exodus 28:36-38a Aaron wore a gold plate on his forehead which said, “Holy To The Lord”.
· Traditional Egyptians wore jewelry inscribed with the names of their gods on their heads and hands (think the Cleopatra with a gold headband and bracelets, dressed as a goddess).

· Revelation 13:16 & 14:1 – Beast and saints marked on their foreheads with the name of their Lord.

· Matthew 23:5 – Jews wore four passages of the law tied to their head and arms.

· Exodus 13:8-9, 14-16 – How do you put the law on our hands and head? By having it on our lips.
· In the US, people can tell that we are unavailable by our wedding rings.
· They can tell what team we are on by looking at our baseball caps or t-shirts.
· No one should be able look at us without seeing our devotion to God and his word.
· Bible verses on baseball hats, bracelets, necklaces, and t-shirts all seem to me to be ways of putting this into practice. 
· Hypocrisy is when your insides and outsides don’t match.
· Ever wish you could see thought bubbles to read someone’s mind like in cartoons? Fix God’s word in your heart and mind and then let people know what are thinking about.

· Don’t take a Bible school just to see if you get in trouble, do it because you love Jesus.
· In your neighborhood, at work or at school, could someone tell that you are a Christian without asking you?
· What would people learn about if they hung out with you and listened to you talk?

· Would someone have to hire a “private investigator” to find out if you are a Christian?
· If they did would they be able to find enough evidence to convict you of being a Christian?

III. Deuteronomy 6:9 – Write Bible verses on your: Gates and doorframes

· Doorframes = Exodus 12:21-23 Place where the blood of the Passover lamb was put to show God and the world that you trusted him to save you.
· Gates = Doorframes of a city Deuteronomy 5:14 and public meeting places.
· Bible verses framed on our walls, hanging on signs over our front doors, and on our bumper stickers, at our desks and on are walls at work are all ways of fulfilling this.
· Don’t just put a bumper sticker or Jesus fish on your car with no proof to back it up. 
· Bumper stickers won’t make your car a Christian car.
· Put the fish on the bumper and then drive like an obedient follower of Jesus.
· Buy a two pack of Jesus fish, one for your bumper and one for your steering wheel to remind you to drive like you have a fish on the back of your car. 
· Keith Green thought we over did Christian logos and under did Christian living.
· The best way to take God’s word to our doors and gates is probably with our mouths.
Wrap up:
· How we obey must be from the inside out.

· False outward displays of love for God’s word that don’t match your heart won’t be good for your children or for the world.

· Cowardly hiding that we are Christians while we are in the world and making Jesus a private matter only suitable for conversation home, won’t help our children or the world either.

· Having God’s word fixed in our minds and hearts will only infect our children if it comes out.

· Our love for God should come out all the time and everywhere.

Conclusion:

1. Three striking connections from Romans 10 to Deuteronomy 6:

A. Deuteronomy 6:25 and Romans 10:4-5 
· Jesus is our righteousness yet the law still defines right and wrong.
B. Deuteronomy 30:12-14 and Romans 10:6-9 

· God’s word has been revealed to us in Bible and so has Jesus who is the word of God.
C. Deuteronomy 6:7 and Romans 10:14-15a 
· How will your children know unless someone preaches to them? Who has God sent? God has send parents as missionaries to their children.
2. Three applications for life:

A. Parents: 
· Out of love for God, obey!
· Make sacrifices to know God’s word. 
· Make sacrifices to spend time with your children.
· Make sacrifices during the time which you spend with your children to spend your time teaching God’s word to them.
· For the sake of your children and the world, make sacrifices to let it be known to all the world that you love God’s word.

B. Children: 
· Out of love for God, obey and cooperate with your parents in this!
· Make sacrifices to know God’s word.
· Make sacrifices to spend time with your parents.
· Make sacrifices during the time which you spend with your parents to spend your time learning God’s word from them.
· Make sacrifices to let it known to the world around you that you love God’s word.

C. Everyone: 
· Trust God that his law is good. 
· You will fail to keep this law perfectly, but Jesus did not, and he died to save you.
· Trust Jesus.
· The best way to trust Jesus more is to know him more by know his word the Bible.
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