Sunday, October 25, 2009 
The Greatness of Christ - His demand!
John 1:6-13 (1:1-18) NIV 
12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God 
John 1:12 NIV

-----------
Make no mistake about it. Jesus Christ demands of us a decision. We will either receive Him or reject Him. There is no other option. If we receive Him we are welcomed into His family. If we reject Him we are left with no way to sustain life and we die.

Last week as we read the opening words of John 1, the Apostle John introduced us to the Word or Logos. In such an introduction, partly because of his use of the phrase “in the beginning,” we were transported back to Genesis 1 and the creation of the heavens and the earth. We get no further in Genesis then to verse 3 when we come to the phrase, “And God said, ‘Let.’” That phrase is repeated 8 times in the first chapter of Genesis. God spoke and things came into being.
We know from John 1:1 that Logos, the Word, was in the beginning, was with God and was God. We know from verse 3 that through the Word all things were made and that without Him nothing was made that has been made.

Simple mathematical equations connect the act of God speaking and things coming into being with Logos, the Word. The Word is powerful because the Word is the Creator.
Now, let me ask you. If the Creator of our universe stands before you this morning and gives you a gentle recommendation, what will be your response? How will you treat His instruction to you? Will you tell Him, ‘I’ll take that under advisement, if you don’t mind?’
Folks, when God speaks, whether in soft tones or with booming voice, it is pure arrogance on our part to sit as His judge. It is only because God is so loving and merciful that He places before us the opportunity to willingly surrender our lives to Him and welcome His leadership over our lives. That, my friends, is the mercy of God. For One who is all powerful, who whispers and mountains come into being, to have the privilege to hear Him speak should bring us to our knees in worship and in humility, in thanksgiving and in praise. What a merciful God that He is gentle with us even while we are arrogant and disrespectful. 
Before we go any further, I would like us to listen to Michael Card sing his song, The Final Word. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_idg5Xxy6kE 
THE FINAL WORD by Michael Card

You and me we use so very many clumsy words
The noise of what we often say is not worth being heard
When the Fathers Wisdom wanted to communicate His love
He spoke it in one final perfect Word

He spoke the Incarnation and then so was born the Son
His final word was Jesus, He needed no other one
Spoke flesh and blood so He could bleed and make a way Divine
And so was born the baby who would die to make it mine

And so the Father’s fondest thought took on flesh and bone
He spoke the living luminous Word, at once His will was done
And so the transformation that in man had been unheard
Took place in God the Father as He spoke that final Word

He spoke the Incarnation and then so was born the Son
His final word was Jesus, He needed no other one
Spoke flesh and blood so He could bleed and make a way Divine
And so was born the baby who would die to make it mine

And so the Light became alive
And manna became Man
Eternity stepped into time
So we could understand

He spoke the Incarnation and then so was born the Son
His final word was Jesus, He needed no other one
Spoke flesh and blood so He could bleed and make a way Divine
And so was born the baby who would die to make it mine
And so was born the baby who would die to make it mine
Our text for today has a strong sense of a court scene. A witness has been called, no, rather, sent. The witness has been sent by none other than God Himself. And the witness has a name. The Apostle John simply calls him John.
Now, that’s confusing. With a little bit of research, we can easily discover that this is John the Baptist. But, the unnamed writer of this Gospel, the Apostle John, chooses to drop the word Baptist.

Do you wonder why? Why did the Apostle John not refer to John as the Baptist? Let’s use that question to get us digging into our text for today. Beginning with verse 6.
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

Now, looking at those 4 verses, are there any clues as to why this man who was sent from God was not called “the Baptist?” Would it help if I asked, what other identity does John the Apostle want to attach to John, rather than “Baptist?”
Notice again verse 7. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light. And then again in verse 8, he came only as a witness to the light.
What identity is John trying to convey about this man John? Is it not that he is a witness? So, rather than John the Baptist, we are introduced to John the Witness. This is precisely why I was suggesting we are being brought into a courtroom setting in this text. And in this courtroom, a witness is about to testify. That means he will tell the truth. 
In court we are asked, “do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God” when we are called on to testify. 

The root word for both witness and testify is the word martureo from which we get the word martyr. A martyr is someone who is put to death for his or her faith or witness. Thankfully, not every witness who gives a witness has to die for giving a witness. But, a witness does put his life on the line when giving a witness under oath. The consequences can be severe for bearing false witness. When we take the oath to tell the truth in court, we are binding ourselves to giving a truthful witness. We make a commitment to telling the truth. We give up the possibility of withdrawing ourselves from what we have said.
In a court setting, it is very likely that the witness we give may polarize the different parties in a dispute. It’s one very strong reason why people are reluctant to be a witness in a trial. They are forced to tell the truth and in doing so they may lose a friend and even gain an enemy. It can be costly to be a witness.
John was such a witness. And, we know that it will cost him his life in a relatively short time. 

Let’s look again at our text.

6 There came a man who was sent from God; 
The word sent comes from the word apostello from which we get the word apostle, one who is sent. 
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify (give a witness) concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

Let’s focus on John’s testimony. The theme of his testimony was “that light.” That is in reference to what the Apostle John has told us about the Word in verses 4 & 5.
4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
The Word, logos, is identified as life. Not as possessing life, but as being life. In Him was life. Further, that Word is the light of men and He shines in the darkness. John is giving witness to that light that is shining in the darkness.
Notice the purpose for John taking the witness stand. So that all men might believe. But there’s more. John understood that his witness would play a part in others believing. The corollary to that is to say, John understood that the lack of his witness would play a part in others NOT believing.
Sometimes our motives can be mixed when we testify to the Good News of Jesus Christ. Ideally, testifying should first be motivated by the blessings of believing in Jesus. Only secondarily should we be motivated by the eternal losses for not believing in Jesus. But, both are true and both can place a great deal of weight on us if we truly believe that life is found only in Jesus Christ.
John the Witness was sent by God to be a witness to the light so that others would believe.
Part of John’s witness was to announce that . . . 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

That’s quite an announcement. Here John tells us prophetically about the ministry of Jesus. For certainly, Jesus is the true light and He gives light to every man. Jesus is shining in the darkness, pushing darkness away, giving light to all men so they can believe and see. So the conclusion of this phase of John the Witness’s testimony is for him to tell us that the light is coming into the world. It is a dark world into which the light is coming. And, because it is a dark world, John implies it will be, as it has been, a hostile world.
For John, the world is of a disposition of resistance to light and truth. But, also for John, the Word is powerfully persistent and enters darkness and dispels darkness, chasing away darkness.

Though John has been careful to not yet mention the name of Jesus, it is inconceivable that any reader was not already understanding the connection of both the Word and the light to Jesus Christ. He is the One who is coming into the world as the eternal Word, the powerful Creator and the penetrating light of men. The objective of the light coming into the world of darkness is that the people of darkness would come to know their Creator personally and intimately and by believing, by trusting in Him, receive God’s life and become part of the family of God.
Thus, John the Apostle now tells us that . . . 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize (know) Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

Here we are introduced to the new birth that believers in Christ experience when they welcome the light that has pressed upon them. There is almost a suggestion of process when the analogy of birth is presented. God in His love for His creation, not wanting any to perish, sends His Son into a dark and rebellious world as the Word that is both life and light. That life and light function as a penetrating oil that softens the resistence and breaks down the hard and crusty exterior to welcome what at first it resisted. It’s the process of being born of God, of what John will tell us in chapter 3 of being born again.
But, also implied in this birth analogy is that believers are born into a family. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God—
Here in John’s prologue to his gospel, we are introduced to the intimacy of family. If we who believe are children of God, then we have a Father. We have a Father who loves us, who fights on our behalf, who persists in pressing the issue with His rebellious creation, letting us know that freedom has dangers. Yet, lovingly God is willing to allow the consequences of sin to take its course in those who refuse to receive His gift.
Folks, we sit today in God’s courtroom. God has entered that courtroom to make a case for why we should place our full weight of confidence in His Son, Jesus Christ. God knows the limits of our capacity to understand eternity and deity. That’s why He gave us His Son as the Word to live among us. He was sent to break down our resistence, to turn the lights on in the darkness that surrounds us so that we could begin to understand those mysteries of eternity and deity.
Jesus is God among us. When He speaks, it is God speaking. When we read the Word of God, it is God speaking. When John the Witness testifies concerning the Word, he is simply bearing witness to what he has come to know because he received the life promised by God to all who would believe in Him. When the preacher of the Gospel exposes and expounds and proclaims the Word of God, he is simply bearing witness to what he has received from God. It is God’s Word being spoken.
Friends, God is making a demand of us. He is not just speaking to amuse us. He is calling for a decision. He is pressing in on us with a penetrating light. Will we recognize Him? Will we recognize that this is God the Creator who is speaking? Will we acknowledge His authority to call us to account, to bow in surrender, to repent of our arrogant independence and stubborn scepticism? Or, will we choose instead to remain in the darkness and suffer the consequences of our sin?
This is no small matter that God has stepped into darkness that we would see the light. When we receive Jesus, everything changes for us. We turn from darkness and walk in the light. We renounce our independence and surrender to our true Master, Jesus Christ. We are born into God’s family as children of God and become brothers and sisters with all who live in surrender to Jesus Christ.
Will you receive Christ today for all that He is? Will you welcome Him as the Word that spoke and all things came into being? Will you welcome Him as life – recognizing that apart from Him there is no life? Will you invite Him to be your light to direct every step you take? Will you repent of your independence and daily acknowledge Christ’s rightful place as Lord of your life?
These are the questions that must be answered in this courtroom today. My prayer is that you have answered all of them with a resounding “yes.”
Let’s stand together as we read in closing the first 18 verses of John chapter 1.

John 1:1-18 (NIV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15 John testifies concerning Him. He cries out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because He was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 
We will spend one more week in these first 18 verses of chapter 1. Take this opportunity to memorize some or all of those verses. Let the living Word of God dwell richly within you.













