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The Royal Official’s Faith
John 4:43-54
50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” The man took Jesus at His word and departed.

John 4:50 NIV

-----------
Fathers love their sons and their daughters. You may be able to cite an exception to that statement, but that is exactly what it would be; an exception. A father’s love is revealed in a variety of ways but no more than when his child suffers for no cause of his own: the breaking of a leg, the discovery of a debilitating disease or an illness that brings the child to the brink of death. A father’s heart spurs him to action, most notably to pray. When a father comes to realize that there is really nothing humanly he can do to stop his child’s suffering or illness, that father will pray. He will also seek out the help of others, looking for answers; looking for healing; looking for a miracle.

What we learned from the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman is that Jesus satisfies our deepest longings and the hungers of our soul. When Jesus spoke of water, the most basic nutrient for life, He knew that we cannot live without water. We all know this. So, when Jesus said that He has living water for us to drink, He most certainly was speaking of spiritual nutrition that brings our spirits to life and keeps our spiritual life alive.

Jesus confirmed that when He said in John 4, verse 13, 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
Whatever life throws at us that would threaten even our very lives, Jesus offers living water to keep our souls satisfied in Him. In addition to the living water, Jesus speaks of having food that comes from doing the will of His Father. This is a food that nourishes our souls.

The Samaritan woman was given spiritual sight to see the gracious gifts God wanted to give her through Jesus Christ. She was stunned by the offer. She knew she was hungry but had never, never before found lasting satisfaction in the things she consumed trying to quench her deep hunger and thirst. That is, until Jesus came along, sought her out and spoke to her of living water.

I can’t help but see how the Apostle John, the writer of this book, is helping us see the power of the words of Jesus. He speaks and water is turned into wine. He speaks revealing words, telling a Samaritan women that she has had five husbands and the one she is living with now is not her husband. As indicting as those words likely were, she takes those words of Jesus that were spoken in private conversation and broadcasts them to the townsfolk as an invitation to come out and meet this man Jesus. And twice John draws our attention to the fact that it was on the basis of His words that these people of Sychar, Samaria believed in Jesus.
4:41 And because of His words many more became believers.
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 
I suggest to you that John may be setting us up so that we will be alert to the possibility that we will again hear about the power of Jesus’ words as it connects to people coming to place their trust in Him. The words of Jesus igniting faith within the hearts of people that translates into actions of obedience, actions, I might say, that would not have happened without the spoken words of Jesus.

And, please take notice, that the words of Jesus are not some “hocus pocus” mantra like some lucky charm. There is no build up to some hysterical frenzy and then the “wala” moment of a miracle. He just speaks and things happen.

John told us that Jesus spent two days in Sychar at the request of these people who first believed in Him because of the woman’s words but by the time His visit with them was over, they could now say they believed because of their own personal engagement with Jesus.

We know from verse 3 of chapter 4 that Sychar, Samaria was not the end destination of this particular journey Jesus was taking. 
John 4:3 (NIV) 3 When the Lord learned of this, He left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 
So, we should expect that at the conclusion of His ministry in Samaria, Jesus would continue on to Galilee, as He does.
Before we read together the text of this story so we know where things are headed, let me tell you about the inserted words in brackets at four different locations. They are words that the NASB translation uses that are substantially different from the NIV, and I suggest they are more accurate, a more literal translation. In the case of the first clause, the word “for” instead of “now” changes the sense of the sentence from a time clause, simply telling us when the action took place, to an explanatory clause, telling us the reason for doing the action. It’s the difference between when Jesus did something and why Jesus did something.

The second bracketed word is “therefore,” replacing the words “once more.” “Therefore” speaks of the purpose of the action. “Once more” speaks of the time of the action. 
The third and forth brackets appear at the words spoken by Jesus to the royal official. The bracketed words change Jesus’ statement from an invitation to an imperative and from something that will happen in the future to something that is happening in the present.

I share these with you so that as you read the Scriptures, you will be aware that translations do make a difference and that it is a helpful thing to read the same passage again from more literal translations like the NASB and the ESV when doing Bible study. 
As we read together now, go ahead and read the words in the bracket. Include them in the reading as we read together. Let’s stand as we read. Beginning with verse 43 of John chapter 4.

John 4:43-54 (NIV)
43 After the two days He left for Galilee. 44 (Now [For] Jesus Himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in His own country.) 45 When He arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him. They had seen all that He had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there. 

46 Once more [Therefore] He visited Cana in Galilee, where He had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to Him and begged Him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 

48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 
50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” [Go] [Your son lives.] 
The man took Jesus at His word and departed. 
51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.” 
53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and all his household believed. 
54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.
May God penetrate our hearts with this word. You may be seated.
Jesus is going to Galilee and He wants it known in advance of His going to His home town region that a prophet has no honor in His own country. Jesus brings up something similar in verse 48 when He in a rebuking tone says to the royal official and those listening in that . . . 
48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 
So if we couple these two statements of Jesus, we get a sense that Jesus is speaking of how the Jewish people, Jesus’ people, have treated prophets down through history, demanding signs (1 Corinthians 1:22) yet still reluctant and even hostile to the call to believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob even when given signs.
It is into this kind of resistance that Jesus quite intentionally comes. This is a fulfillment of John 1:11 & 12. 
John 1:11-12 (NIV) 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 
Even in a culture of resistance, there will be those who will believe. Yet, it remains a great sadness that Jesus’ own people would be among those who generally resist Him.

And, do you see what a great contrast is being set up between what happened in Samaria with a people who were rejected by the Jews? The Samaritans, of all people, eagerly welcomed Jesus and believed His words without demanding a miracle.
Now, is anyone having trouble with verse 45 in light of what Jesus stated as an explanation for going into Galilee?

45 When He arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him. They had seen all that He had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been there. 
I believe this actually builds the case that Jesus has stated that a prophet is without honor in his own country. These Galileans were among those who were in Jerusalem when Jesus cleansed the temple. Typical of the resistance that was resident in the Jewish people towards Jesus is the demand for miraculous signs as a condition for belief (which they don’t appear to give even after the miracles.) 

After Jesus cleansed the temple, the Jews wanted proof of His authority to do so.
John 2:18 (NIV) 18 Then the Jews demanded of Him, “What miraculous sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do all this?” 
Jesus told them that they would get a sign. When they tear down the temple, He, the real temple, will raise it again in three days.

He likely remained in Jerusalem for the full week of the Passover feast. While He was there He did perform miraculous signs which seem to have impressed many of the people. But, Jesus wasn’t impressed by their belief, their kind of belief.
John 2:23-25 (NIV) 23 Now while He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs He was doing and believed in His name. 24 But Jesus would not entrust Himself to them, for He knew all men. 25 He did not need man’s testimony about man, for He knew what was in a man. 
This is the evidence I suggest points to the kind of welcome Jesus was receiving from those who were still resistant towards Him. They welcomed His miracles, the things that would make the talk of the town; that would stir people to brag about having been where Jesus was because they had witnessed first hand the amazing feats of the latest celebrity in town.

People who care more about bragging rights than about having their hearts made right. People who want to be where the action is, not because they want their lives changed, but because they get their egos stroked from the residue of the big name personality coming through town.
Just as Jesus clarified the level of believing that was taking place in Jerusalem following His cleansing of the temple, as He approaches Galilee, He clarifies the kind of welcome He will receive from those who are His own.

I suggest that John is now going to help us see what real believing involves through this story of Jesus and the royal official taking place in Jesus’ own country where prophets don’t receive honor. It’s a story with a built in contrast.
With purpose, Jesus returns to Cana. And because John connects this visit with Jesus’ previous visit when He turned water into wine, it would be appropriate to ask if he is going to draw some comparisons between these two visits.
I’ve already noted that the first miracle in Cana was accomplished by the word of Jesus. It was a testimony to Jesus being the Creator as mentioned in chapter 1. 
John 1:1-3 (NIV) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. 
And we know from Genesis 1 that things came into being when God spoke them into being. Thus, when Jesus turned the water into wine in Cana, He was revealing to His disciples that He was indeed the Son of God, Creator of the universe.
When we looked at the first miracle in Cana, I pointed out the instantaneous nature of the miracle. There was no fermenting timetable to fulfill. One moment it was water. The next it was wine.
It may also be noteworthy that the breadth of people involved in the first miracle at Cana was relatively small and the primary benefactors seems to have been Jesus’ disciples, His biological family, the servants at the wedding feast and possibly some or all of the guests.
I also pointed out that Jesus’ mother Mary off-loaded her burden onto her Son and showed a great deal of confidence that whatever He would do would be fine with her. She trusted Him.
Well, I’m seeing much the same in this story of Jesus and the royal official. Somehow he has heard about Jesus. Possibly the story of turning the water into wine has circulated 18 miles from Cana to Capernaum over the course of the weeks, maybe months since that miracle occurred. And somehow this presumably wealthy and power leader in the Roman government heard that Jesus had come back to Cana.

The timing is perfect. That is, it perfectly coincided with the perilous moment that had broken in on this royal official. His son was dying and he was desperate. Out of love for his son, upon hearing of Jesus being in Cana, I think we can rightly assume that he made haste to make his way to Cana. The fact that he made the trip himself, and didn’t send one of his servants, was that this was his own son who was near death.

I like the fact that Jesus was accessible. Verse 47 says, he went to Him and begged Him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 
There don’t appear to be any major hurdles he had to overcome to get a face to face encounter with Jesus. He knew who he wanted to see and went directly to Him.

By the manner in which the official approached Jesus, it is obvious that he already believed that Jesus could heal his son. Even with the apparent rebuke by Jesus about having to see signs and wonders before believing, this man was undeterred and simply repeated his request. “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 
There was honor and belief expressed by his request. Additionally, maybe the unspoken words of this royal official were, “I don’t know who you are talking about when You say we won’t believe until we see miraculous signs and wonders, I already believe. That’s why I’m here. I know You can heal my son. Please come to Capernaum before he dies. I want my son to live.”

Then, in one verse, the whole story is summed up.

50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” [Go] [Your son lives.] 
The man took Jesus at His word and departed.
That, my friends, is faith, the kind of faith Jesus wants His disciples, His followers to exhibit. Take Jesus at His word. Obey His commands. Trust that what He says is true and will come true.

“Go. Your son lives.” “Go” is in the imperative tense. It is a command. By that command, Jesus was saying, “I’m not going with you. You are going to return to your home alone. Go!” That command is followed by a statement of fact in the present tense. It is a present reality the moment it is spoken. 

Possibly why the translators say, “Your son will live,” is that the dad is only thinking that if Jesus doesn’t come to his place his son will die. So, to counter the “will die” mind set, the translators use the “will live” phrase. They could also mean that, not only is he right now alive, but will continue to live a normal span of years.

But, we must not miss that literally, Jesus says, “Your son lives.” He is instantly healed at that moment Jesus spoke.

Then, the incredible response by the official. He took Him at His word and departed. He went home.

Now we know that Jesus spoke these words at 1:00 PM. (There were two ways time was spoken of in those days. The options would be 1:00 PM or 7:00 AM. But, as is the case with the woman at the well who came at the 6th hour, either 12 noon in the heat of the day or 6:00 AM, the context suggests the former, that time starts at 6:00 AM in the morning as zero hour.) But, we also know that the official didn’t meet up with his servants until the next day. Does that suggest that he stopped somewhere to rest for the night before completing his journey home?

The only reason I’m bringing that possibility up is that one of the features of faith is that as we place our trust in Jesus, He gives us a peace so we can relax and rest. We cast our anxiety on Him. So much is already out of our own hands that it is important to let Jesus do what He says He will do, quit worrying and trust Him. Rest in Him.

Then, as he was still on his way home, his servants met him with the glorious news that his son was living. Now, I’ve got to believe that there was much rejoicing going on, even though we don’t read of it. What father wouldn’t be crying joyous tears in this moment? But, the greater story is told. “He and all his household believed.” Just like the woman at the well who had to tell others about her encounter with Jesus and urge them to believe in Him, so the royal official had to communicate his joy and faith with his family and servants so they, too, could put their trust in Jesus.

Jesus speaks and things come to be. Jesus speaks and people of faith obey.

Today is the day of salvation. Today is the day to demonstrate your trust in the word of God and order your life according to His word. Do not be unbelieving, but believing. Take Jesus at His word. Only Jesus can heal our sin sick souls. Come to Him today. Confess your need of Him to cleanse your mind and heart of resistance to Him, of placing idols in His rightful place and of living for your own glory and not for His. Do it today.

This story has a powerful lesson for all of us: God uses crises in our lives to reveal Himself to us for all that He is, not just to get us out of the crisis but to attach us to Him so we remain in Him always, not just when we “think” we need Him.

This lesson leads me to a question I would like to leave with you for table discussion in your homes or with your friends, even during the discussion of the sermon class. What is it that causes us to treat Jesus and His Father as irrelevant in our lives and thus not worthy of our obedience?
I trust that our awareness of those causes will make us want all the more to take Jesus at His word and obey Him always.







