Sunday, March 21, 2010 – Missions Emphasis Sunday – Titus & Stephanie Folden, Guayaquil, Ecuador
Feeding the Five Thousand
John 6:1-15
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
John 6:11 NIV

-----------
When we come to John chapter 6, it is helpful to bring with us truths we have discovered in the previous chapters. If we have learned anything from Mortimer Adler about how to read a book it would certainly be this: Chapter 6 is part of the whole of John’s Gospel. The author has placed it here for a purpose and that purpose fits into the overall purpose of the Gospel.

This chapter bears some similarity to the previous one in that it starts with a miracle and then through a provoked controversy Jesus teaches us about who He is. You recall, Jesus healed the lame man on the Sabbath and put Himself on trial before the Jewish leaders. The net result was Jesus made an effective case for why He was equal with His Father, thus was God in human flesh. He leaves no doubt in our minds that when we listen to Jesus speak we are listening to God speak. The Father has sent His Son and has placed His seal of confidence on Him. The Son is equal with His Father.
So, as chapter 6 starts with the miracle of feeding the five thousand, let’s see if we can identify the truth that Jesus is teaching through His provocative and offensive words. And I feel that it may be necessary to give this is notice, even warning, that just as some of Jesus’ disciples were offended by what Jesus said, you, too, may be offended. But realize that the offense comes because they did not see Jesus for who He really was. And, if you are offended by what He says in this chapter, it is likely that you, too, do not see Jesus for who He really is.
Now, before taking the time to listen to the entire chapter, I think it would be helpful to review a pattern we should be seeing in how Jesus speaks with people.
I will cite 5 different occasions. See if you identify the pattern.
To the Jews in Jerusalem - John 2:19 NIV 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” Jesus was really speaking of Himself and how these same Jews would send Him to the cross to die and in three days He would rise again.
To Nicodemus the Pharisee and Israel’s teacher - John 3:3 NIV 3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” Nicodemus couldn’t see that Jesus was speaking of a heavenly birth that would come when he believes and places his confidence in Jesus.
To the Samaritan woman - John 4:7 NIV 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give Me a drink?” Jesus wanted her to see Him as her living water that if she will drink of Him by believing in Him, He will become in her a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
To His disciples - John 4:32 NIV 32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” His disciples had been thinking about physical food and couldn’t understand why Jesus would refuse to eat the food they bought for Him. Jesus told that His food was to do the will of Him who sent Him.
To the lame man at Bethesda - John 5:6 NIV 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, He asked him, “Do you want to get well?” Certainly it was a question about physical healing. But, Jesus was not satisfied to leave it there. He pushed the man to think beyond the physical. That’s what Jesus is doing over and over again. Lifting people’s eyes heavenward to think spiritually and to see Jesus for who He really is. We can only understand Jesus if we are thinking spiritually and seeing Him for who He really is.
That’s what John wants us as we read his Gospel. He wants us to have an encounter with Jesus Christ. And through the powerful working of God’s Holy Spirit, this can be a reality for us. We can meet Jesus in the pages of the Scriptures. And so, the question Jesus asked the lame man is truly a question He is asking of us. 6 . . . , “Do you want to get well?” Do you want the wholeness that only Jesus can bring into your life?
And maybe even more important is that when we do encounter Christ, He brings us to a crossroads. He intends to do that - for He is beckoning us to follow Him, to worship Him, to fall on our knees before Him, even on our faces in surrender to Him, for He is God. He is Almighty God revealed in human flesh so that we can know God, love God, live in God and walk with God.

Jesus will confront us again in chapter 6 and make us face a crossroads. The question is, will we follow Jesus or will be turn our own way and leave Him?

I’ve placed in our bulletins the complete text of John 6 for you to follow along as we listen to it read. Underscore, highlight, circle. Whatever will help you listen to this remarkable story that begins with Jesus creating bread and fish from a boy’s small lunch.

Be thinking of how you might summarize this chapter in one sentence. Or, try to select one verse that seems to capture the purpose for this chapter. Remember, we are in the Festival Cycle of John’s Gospel. It won’t take long to see which feast John sets as the background. But, be asking yourself, how does the feast mentioned help convey the message of this chapter?
If you’re ready, let’s listen to John chapter 6.

John 6:1-71 (NIV)
1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed Him because they saw the miraculous signs He had performed on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with His disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward Him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for He already had in mind what He was going to do. 
7 Philip answered Him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 
8 Another of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, He said to His disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make Him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by Himself. 

16 When evening came, His disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20 But He said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. 
22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with His disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor His disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 
25 When they found Him on the other side of the lake, they asked Him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for Me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 
27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval.” 
28 Then they asked Him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the One He has sent.” 
30 So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will You give that we may see it and believe You? What will You do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
32 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen Me and still you do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him who sent Me. 
39 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I shall lose none of all that He has given Me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For My Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
41 At this the Jews began to grumble about Him because He said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can He now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from Him comes to Me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only He has seen the Father. 47 I tell you the truth, He who believes has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 
49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” 
53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink. 
56 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent Me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
60 On hearing it, many of His disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 
61 Aware that His disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where He was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray Him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless the Father has enabled him.” 
66 From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him. 
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We believe and know that You are the Holy One of God.” 
70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray Him.) 
May God bless His word as we have heard it read.

Would you take a moment to do one of three things? Just one of these. 1. Summarize this chapter in one sentence. 2. Select one verse that seems to capture the purpose for this chapter. 3. Give an initial answer as to how the feast of Passover helps convey the message of this chapter. 

Take just a moment to write a response to one of these items.

Now, are there one or two who would like to quickly share with us their summary sentence?

How about the verse that seems to capture the purpose of this chapter? Anyone?

How about the role of Passover in helping convey the message of this chapter? Anyone?

Thank you.
Did anyone notice something very different about chapter 6 from chapter 5 regarding the role of Christ’s disciples? For some reason, it didn’t hit me until I read chapter 6 that I became aware that the disciples were invisible in chapter 5. I think that could be significant in understanding the difference between these two chapters. Chapter 5 is directed at the Jewish leaders. Chapter 6 is directed at Christ’s disciples.
That is just the beginning of making observations about this next chapter in John’s Gospel. 

As part of John’s introduction to John 6, he throws in verse 4. We must assume he does so on purpose. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. Why does he do that? Is he trying to take his readers back to Exodus? Are there parallels in this story to the Exodus story? That’s a question I would like you to think about during this next week. What elements of the Exodus story show up in John 6?
Then, one last comment about the whole chapter before I make some brief comments about the first 15 verses. Why is Jesus being so provocative and even offensive in this chapter? What is it that is bothering Him? What does He hope to accomplish by offending those who are following Him and thinking He’s the best thing since sliced bread?

Would you take those questions home with you and let them pull you into this text over the next few weeks? Jesus has something to say to us from this chapter. May the Holy Spirit give us ears to hear the voice of Jesus from this text.
Now to the first 15 verses. Jesus crosses a body of water with a great crowd following Him because of doing miraculous signs. He goes up on a mountain and sits down with His disciples. Before the crowd reaches Him, He presents His disciples with a test question. I suggest it is a trick question. 
Students, you know all about trick questions. You’ve been studying a difficult topic for a period of time, grappling with the tough issues and then your teacher gives you an exam and one of the questions is conspicuously easy. In fact, it’s so easy you suddenly realize it’s a trick question. It’s really not that easy. Your teacher is really wanting you to explain how well you have grasped the issues you’ve been discussing the past several weeks.

Well, that’s what’s going on here. Jesus is asking the disciples a trick question. He directs it to Philip, but since we read that Andrew also tried to answer the question, I’m of the inclination that Jesus was really asking all of His disciples to try to figure this one out. 5 “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”
Verse 6 suggests that none of what happens here catches Jesus by surprise. He knew the crowd was coming. In fact, I believe that He picked the very spot on the mountain that would best accommodate the 15 to 20 thousand people who were coming. But, that’s getting ahead of the story. Verse 6 says: 6 He asked this only to test him, for He already had in mind what He was going to do.
Philip bites. And so does Andrew. The other 10 play it safe and stay silent. Philip sizes up the crowd and sees that it is too big to feed. “There’s no way we could do it, Jesus. It’s a budget breaker. We don’t have enough to do it.”
Imagine Philip getting on his cell phone and calling the local caterer in Tiberias. “Hey, we need 20,000 box lunches delivered to West Side Outdoor Mountain Chapel in the next 2 hours. Do you take Discover or Master Charge?”
No, Philip recognized the absurdity of the question. There’s no way we can feed all of these people.
So, how did Philip do with the test question? Did he give the right answer or the wrong answer?

And then we hear from Andrew. He doesn’t seem as intimidated by the size of the crowd. He did a bit of scouting and found a boy with a sack lunch – 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” Note the emphasis on small. He, too, recognized how impossible Jesus’ assignment was when he assessed their small resources. “We don’t have enough, Jesus.”
So, how did Andrew do with the text question? Did he pass or fail?
Do we even know what the right answer is? Maybe we won’t learn what the right answer is until we get further into the text. So, I’ll let this question sit for now.
Jesus essentially gives this answer. What is impossible for men is possible with God.
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.
Again, it was no accident that Jesus sat down with His disciple at this precise place. Jesus knew a crowd was coming. And with the help of Matthew’s Gospel, we know that women and children were there, as well. (Matthew 14:21) That’s why we can say the crowd was likely in the 15-20 thousand range.
But, this was no problem for Jesus.

Did you notice that Jesus put His disciples to work? How long would it take 12 men to get 20,000 people to sit down? Mark’s Gospel tells us that the people sat down in companies of hundreds and fifties. (Mark 6:40). But, John wants us to see that Jesus is engaging His disciples in the process of feeding the crowd. He wanted them thinking and He wanted them doing, helping.
11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, He said to His disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
Sounds like people could go back for seconds and thirds. How ever much they wanted. And, for whatever reason Jesus didn’t want any of the bread wasted, He instructed His disciples to gather up the remaining pieces and it turned out to be one basket full for each disciple. That’s sure a coincidence, isn’t it? Don’t spend too much time speculating about this. Though, I would suggest it is not a coincidence.
But, what now follows apparently greatly disturbs Jesus.

14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make Him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by Himself. 

Jesus did not like the conclusion these people were coming to. But, why not? Didn’t He want them to know that He is the Prophet who was prophesied to come into the world? Here again the pattern of how Jesus speaks to people is critical for our understanding of what is going on here. When Jesus does something in the natural realm He is pointing to the spiritual realm. That’s why John calls Jesus’ miracles signs. They point to something beyond themselves.
Jesus didn’t feed these people so they would make Him their king. He wasn’t looking to be a political hero who would provide food, clothing, shelter and health insurance for everybody. He wanted these people to see Him for who He really is. And, in this case, in this chapter, Jesus especially wanted those who were following Him as if they were His disciples to fully understand who He was. He was not a free lunch program, but He was food for their souls. 
Jesus has provided another sign through this miracle of creating bread and fish from a boy’s small lunch. That sign point to Jesus as the bread of life, the bread that we must consume in order to have His life within us. But, it takes spiritual eyes to see that Jesus is spiritual food.
That’s where this story is going and I invite you to get fully engaged in this story for all that it wants to teach us about who Jesus really is and how we are called to respond to Him.

To be continued.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]






