Slide 1 The Trinity in the Gospel of John

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I [the Son] have said to you.

- John 14:26 (NIV)

Sermon by Pastor Micah Adamson
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Slide 2 Last week…

Jesus said that he is “the bread that came down from heaven” (John 6:58)

Jesus’ disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” (John 6:60)

Warning: more hard teaching to follow!

{This sermon is theology heavy and a vocabulary lesson. 

The apostle John is sometimes called St. John the Divine - Divine = Theologian (Like the Westminster Divines)}
Slide 3 Two hard teachings:

• 1st hard teaching: Incarnation

– Incarnation = Become flesh and blood

• 2nd hard teaching: Trinity

– Trinity = Three-ness (Like “Unity” = One-ness)

• Incarnation: Jesus humanity (and Jesus divinity)

– Humanity = Human-ness

– Divinity = God-ness

• Trinity: Jesus divinity (and God’s divinity)
{The Trinity is the flipside of the Incarnation - Flipside = the same truth from different angles (the truth = Jesus is God)

The Trinity is the harder side to look at and you have to get here by way of the front side which is the Incarnation.}

Slide 4 Review of the Incarnation:

John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and

the Word was God.

John 1:14 - The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

Jesus is God come in the flesh

Slide 5 John 6:49-58

49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.”

Jesus is God come down from heaven in flesh and blood

Slide 6 Why the doctrine of the Trinity matters:

1.What you say about God (the Trinity) determines your religion.

2.To know God… you have to know what God is like.

3.If it’s true that God is a Trinity… then it is true that Jesus is God… which means that Jesus death can save us.

Slide 7 Is God 3 or 1?

• Law of non-contradiction

– Something cannot equal A and not A at the same time in the same way

• God is 3 in one way – Persons

• God is 1 in another way – Essence

• Essence: Big and boundless

– Big = Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Omniscient

(omni = all , potent = powerful, science = knowing)

– Boundless = immortal, invisible, infinite, indescribable

(im = not, in = not)

• Person: Defined and knowable

– Defined and knowable = Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

{Analogies can be helpful but they are not perfect. If analogies were perfect they would cease to be analogies and would be realities.

Slide 8 Illustrations of the Trinity

• Yolk + White + Shell = Egg

– Father + Son + Holy Spirit = God

• Tri-Theism (Three God-ism)

– Arianism (The teaching if Arius)

– Poly-theism (Many God-ism)

• H2O = Ice or Water or Steam

– God = Father or Son or Spirit

• Unitarian-ism (One-ism)

– Modal-ism (Different Mode-ism)

• Family = Father and Son and their Spirit

– Trinity = Father and Son and Holy Spirit

• Trinitarian-ism (Three-in-one-ism)

{God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is not an analogy, but a reality.

God has made the world so that Fathers, Son’s, and team Spirits are an imperfect analogy for God.}

Slide 9 Trinity Denying Models

vs.

Trinity Affirming Models

(How the Trinity determines your religion)

• Tri-theism

• Unitarian-ism

• Simple Mono-theism

{Jehovah’s Witness}

Slide 10 Tri-theism: Arianism

{Father, Son, Spirit, - Click - Not Son, Not Spirit, Only Father is God}

{Mormon-ism}
Slide 11 Tri-theism: Poly-theism

{Father, Son, Spirit, - Click - Angels, Devil, You, Me}

{Deism (God of some kind-ism), New Age (Oriental understanding of God)}
Slide 12 Unitarianism: Modal-ism
{- One per click - Father, Son, Spirit, Golden Calf, Alla, Baal, Angel of Light, Devil, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva The Force, Universe, Us}
{Islam and Judaism both believe in only one God who doesn’t wear masks.}
Slide 13 Simple Mono-theism
{- One per click - God, YHWY, Alla

They only disagree about who the one God is or at least what is proper name is.}
{Eastern Orthodox church broke from the Western or Roman Catholic church over Filioque, Latin for "and (from) the Son" 

In the creed which says: [We believe] in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the Son)

The Holy Spirit proceeds from God, The Son is begotten of God, and neither was created.}
Slide 14 Is there a source of God-ness in the Trinity?

(What is God like?)

• Single Procession (Proceed = come from)

• Double Procession (Proceed = come from)

• Auto-Theos (In and of himself-God)
Slide 15 Single Procession

{(Eastern Orthodox Model) Father – Son and Spirit 

Tends toward Arianism since the father can easily be thought of as being the real God with the Son and the Spirit as little gods at best.

(Are the Son and Spirit twins? Can people come to God through the Spirit or the Son; through reason or feeling? Could there be anonymous Christians who don’t know the Son but have been drawn by the Spirit?)}

Slide 16 Double Procession
{(How the East describes the Western Roman Catholic Model) Father and Son – Spirit. Tends toward modalism as will be shown in the following two models.}
Slide 17 Series (Double Procession)

{(Early Church Fathers, Origen and Tertullian’s Model) Father – Son – Spirit

Tends toward modalism since the if the some comes from the Father, and the Spirit comes from the Son, isn’t God just changing names?}

Slide 18 Love (Double procession)
{(This is Augustine’s Model) Spirit – Father and Son

Tends toward modalism since if love is the essence of God, then isn’t God really just the Spirit? The Father and Son are just the source of God.}
Slide 19 Auto-theos (In and of himself-God)

{(Calvin’s model) Father, Son, and Spirit

Sometimes accused of making God’s essence into a fourth member of the Trinity.

All members of the Trinity can have different roles but can still be in an of themselves God.

They have different roles but all are equally God (like men and women have different rules but are equally human).

The fact that Jesus submits to God, is helpful to prove that God isn’t just one being with three masks.

Jesus earthly mission teaches us a lot about God, but Jesus humility should not be misinterpreted to mean that he is less God.

The Father, Son, and Spirit are described as having different roles in creation, salvation, and revelation. 

Father – Initiates, Gives, Sends (John 3:16)

Son – Cooperates, Is Given, Comes (John 10:17-18, John 4:34, and John 6:38 39)

Spirit – Applies, Delivers, Reminds (John 14:26) as we will see today}

Slide 20 Revelation

{(Not really a model of the Trinity, but only Carl Bath’s helpful observation that Jesus teaches us the doctrine of the Trinity and makes it possible for us to know God) Son – Father and Spirit}

Slide 21 God the Son was a new idea for the Jews

John 5:16-23

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working.” 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

God the Father was a new idea for the Jews too.

{The Jews were not accustomed to calling God their father.

Jesus revealed all three members of the Trinity and the Jews objected to teaching about all three.

God the Spirit was a new idea too which we will examine in John 14 in a moment.

God the Father is first and foremost the Father of Jesus before he is Father of us or the Father of creation.

This isn’t just the idea that the world and all people came from God.}

{Some say that Father = Old Testament God, Son = New Testament God, and the Holy Spirit = Church age God.

I say that in the Old Testament we only knew God from a distance, Jesus more clearly reveals God as Father, Son, and Spirit.

If you truly know one member of the Trinity, then you know them all; this is true in any age.}

Slide 22 One member reveals all the others

(The difference it makes that Jesus is God)

John 5:39-40

You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to  come to me to have life.

John 12:39-41

39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:

40 “He has blinded their eyes

and deadened their hearts,

so they can neither see with their eyes,

nor understand with their hearts,

nor turn—and I would heal them.” [Isaiah 6:10]

41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.

Isaiah’s vision in Isaiah 6 was a vision of Jesus
{Do you remember what Isaiah’s vision was?}
Slide 23 John 12:41

Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him [in Isaiah chapter 6].

Isaiah 6:1-5

1 I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

John 1:14 and 18

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known…

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
{Let this shock and scandalize you! When Isaiah saw God in the Old Testament, Isaiah saw Jesus!}
{We could and should read this passage looking for the things which we are commanded to do, but today I’m going to primarily focus on what God is doing and who God is in John 14 while only stopping to make some observations about that fact that love and submission define the relationships within the Trinity. That has big implications for the fact that we are invited to love and obey Jesus. This is an invitation to participate in the divine nature.}
Slide 24 John 14:1-6

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God ; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are

many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also

may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except

through me.

{Jesus is going to take us to be with him and the Father at their house in the future, trusting In Jesus is the way to heaven. But seeing how they come to live with us later in this passage is possibly even more helpful to understand the Trinity.}

Slide 25 John 14:6-11

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us  the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.
{Jesus is the way to the Father and the revealer of the Father. To see Jesus is to see the Father. God the Father and God the Son are one.}
Slide 26 John 14:10-14

10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

{Believing in Jesus as God brings glory to God the Father. We can use Jesus name to address our requests to God.}

Slide 27 John 14:15-21

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”

{To see Jesus is to see the Spirit. The world could see Jesus while he was on earth, but now it can’t.

We can still “see” and know Jesus by the Spirit.

The Spirit teaches us that Jesus is God. Remember when the disciples finally understood who Jesus was? It was at Pentecost.

If Augustine is right in what he said in his book “On the Trinity”, then love is the glue that holds the Trinity together.

If Pastor Dan is right about what he said in his sermon’s on John 5, then submission is the key to understanding Jesus’ relation to his father.

In this passage we are invited to love and obey God which is an invitation to participate with God in one of the most God-like behaviors.}

Slide 28 John 14:22-25

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

{Even before we go to God’s home, God makes his home with us

We know Christians receive the Holy Spirit, and we may even be comfortable with the idea of asking Jesus into our hearts, but the Father comes too!

Be scandalized by this: “We will come” means that all three members of the Trinity come to live in the hearts of believers. That’s amazing!}

Slide 29 John 14:27-31

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come now; let us leave.

{The three members of the Trinity are distinct but they are one God 
Jesus moves back and forth from talking about God’s three-ness to God’s one-ness in this passage.}

{John 14 is not necessarily even a case of different roles in the Trinity.}
Slide 30 Procession:

John 14:26 – Single Procession?

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 15:26 – Double Procession?

When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

John 14:23 – “Proceed” or “Take up residence”?

Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
{God has come to take up residence with us just as Jesus has prepared a place for us. We are to abide in Christ and God dwells in us.}
Slide 31 Each of the three is God in John

John 8:54 - My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.

John 14:1-2 - Trust in God ; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.

John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 14:9 - Jesus answered: Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

John 4:24 - God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.

John 14:16-17- And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

Slide 32 God is three in John

John 1:32-33 - Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’

John 5:19 - Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.

John 14:31 - The world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.
John 1:2 - [The Word] was with God in the beginning.

John 14:26 - The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name.
{Baptism, Submission, Multiple names}
Slide 33 God is one in John

John 10:30 - I and the Father are one.

John 17:11 - Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name — the name you gave me — so that they may be one as we are one.
John 14:23 - Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
{Without Jesus, God would be unknowable}
Slide 34 How the doctrine of the Trinity helps us:

• We can know all of God through Jesus

• Our salvation comes from God’s love spilling out of God’s own being
{Love is part of who God is, not just what God does

God is glorified by Jesus, Jesus is glorified by God in the cross, the Spirit delights in showing Jesus glory to us}
Slide 35 Communion

• Eat and drink Jesus flesh and blood

– Believe in the Triune God incarnate in Jesus

• Trust - that you can know God because he has revealed himself in Jesus

• Trust - that you can be right with God since, in love, Jesus gave his body for us to save us from our sins
