Sunday, June 6, 2010 – Honor Graduates Sunday – Communion 
Jesus is the Light of the World!
John 8:12-8:30 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12 NIV

-----------
Whether it is the medical doctor or the dentist, when I place myself in their care, they will look for signs of health and signs of disease. In either case, they need something that will reveal those signs.

When I hear a strange sound in the attic at night, I would love to have a periscope to probe through the ceiling. But, even with the periscope I would need something to reveal what is causing the strange sound in my attic.

If I am traveling on the highway at night and want to stay on the road, there is something I need to reveal the road ahead of me.
When an airline pilot wants to land his aircraft on a particular runway, it is very important that the runway has something to reveal itself to the pilot.

As obvious as my illustration is, we sometimes take for granted how important light is for our daily living. Light reveals and light exposes both the good and the bad.

I was watching a little bit from the remote cameras at the bottom of the gulf of Mexico where the oil is still gushing out of the broken pipe. But on Saturday morning, one remote camera was out looking for debris, presumably debris from the oil rig explosion. But, when you search for certain things in the darkness, it is possible to get distracted by finding other things. What if the camera lights roving over the gulf floor came upon a hidden treasure? Might that be a distraction to the mission?

Well, with the technology we have today, a picture can be taken that has the exact location stamped on it so someone can return to that same spot and retrieve the hidden treasure without detouring the original mission.

But, when the doctor goes looking at and into our bodies, we want him to be distracted by unusual things he finds, especially if they are life threatening or potentially disabling of some function within our bodies.

When a police officer pulls over a suspect on the highway and shines his flashlight into the back seat of the car, the driver may not be all that happy about having the contents in his back seat revealed by his light. Jesus plays the role of both doctor and police officer in our lives. It most often depends on how we feel about what our lives are hiding from plain view.
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
This is a profoundly powerful and egotistical statement. Who would dare make this statement? How is it at all possible that even Jesus could say this and still claim to be a humble man? To say, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life,” is to make a claim of exclusivity that exceeds the boasts of thousands of arrogant men. For us to let this statement by Jesus stand is to agree in major measure that Jesus was full of Himself.

Who else but Jesus could make the claim of being The Light of the World and not be considered exceedingly arrogant and delusional? Under what circumstance can we add the personality characteristics of “humble,” “gentle” and “servant” to a person who boldly and publicly proclaims Himself to be the light of the world and that those who follow Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life?

Is there but one circumstance for which we would not dismiss Jesus as an idle babbler and an arrogant fool? The one exception is that He must actually be who He claims to be: God, living among men in human flesh.

That is the conclusion we have come to here at New Heights. Because Jesus is the Son of God, there is nothing delusional about His claim to be the light of the world. He is not arrogant, but a servant on a mission of proportions our human minds cannot comprehend.
Would we think a police officer who answers a call for help is arrogant when he shows up at the scene of a crime asking us for our testimony regarding the crime committed against us?

Would we think a doctor who answers a call, “Is their a doctor in the house?” to be arrogant for identifying himself as a doctor? 

That is precisely why we do not consider Christ’s claims about Himself to be either arrogant or delusional. He is who He claims to be.
Now notice what Jesus asserts. He is the source of light for the world. He is the only source of light. And, He is the source of light for all people. He asserts that those who follow Him will be delivered from the darkness of sin and will have life from that light that is implanted within them.

What is remarkable is that sitting in this room today, most of us can testify from personal experience that Jesus truly is the light of the world because we have been delivered from the darkness of our sin and have had life implanted within us. We know ourselves as having been brought out of darkness into light because we have believed in Jesus Christ.

The setting in which Jesus makes this claim of being the light of the world is Jerusalem on the last and greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles. This feast was celebrated in the fall season of the year as a thanksgiving celebration for the way God had provided food and safety over the course of the year. It originated as a grateful remembrance of God’s provision of the Tabernacle in the wilderness and of manna, quail and water for physical sustenance. 

The significance of the Tabernacle was in how God made His presence known to these Hebrews while they were living in the desert. God gave these desert wanderers a visible sign of His presence. 
Exodus 40:33-38 (NIV) gives us the background for understanding what Jesus did on the last and greatest day of the Feast of Tabernacles.
33 Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 
34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38 So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels. 
God provided a visible cloud for these people of His presence among them. If they follow the cloud, they are following God. Whenever the cloud moved, they moved. God displayed His glory to the people through the cloud. God’s glory was specifically displayed by the fire within the cloud. As the world grew darker at the settin of the sun, the brilliance of the fire in the cloud grew brighter. The Israelites never needed to walk in the darkness because God was present with them in the light of the fire in the cloud.
38 So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels. 
That cloudy pillar that led these people, provided shelter from the scorching sun by day and an overwhelming sense of safety and security at night through the fire within the cloud.

Two daily ceremonies took place during the seven day Feast of Tabernacles. Those two special ceremonies focused on God’s provision of water and God’s provision of light. They became known as the water ceremony or the water-drawing ceremony and the lighting ceremony or the illumination ceremony. 

The water ceremony occurred every morning of the seven-day festival. On the seventh day, instead of one pitcher of water being drawn from the Pool of Siloam, seven were drawn and poured on the Temple altar. Not surprisingly, the lighting ceremony was celebrated in the evening. 

So, here we are peeking in on the Festival of Booths or Tabernacles on its last and greatest day. Already in the morning during the water ceremony, we saw Jesus stand up and make a powerful statement, not unlike the one He will make in the evening of that same day.

John 7:37-39 (NIV)
37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 39 By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

Jesus proclaimes Himself to be like the water God supplied to the people in the desert. He is saying that He is the water that God supplies to thirsty souls.
We are looking in on the events at the Temple in Jerusalem on the evening of the seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles. We see the worshipers gathered in the Women’s Court. They are awaiting the lighting of the golden lamps, commemorating the pillar of fire in the cloud that led their ancestors at night while traveling in the desert.

And once the tall lamps were lit and radiated bright light over the Temple and into the surrounding city, it was then that Jesus spoke up again. This time while in the glow of the symbolic light, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Certainly, this announcement by Jesus was heard as a bold identification with the pillar of fire that led the children of Israel through the desert. Certainly, the people heard Jesus claiming to be God. So, it is not surprising at all that those words of Jesus “sounded like an outrageous claim to the ears of the Pharisees.” 
 Jesus was not claiming to have made an outstanding discovery that would be helpful for the people. He was declaring Himself to be the discovery.

Even His use of the “I Am” phrase to describe Himself points to the identification that God gave of Himself to Moses when God called on him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

Now friend, you may be in the camp of the Pharisees. All you see in Jesus is a man of flesh and blood with a silver tongue. O, you agree that He is fluent and persuasive, but your bottom line conclusion is that He is deceived and a deceiver.

But, before you join the camp of the Pharisees, let’s watch Jesus, the light of the world, shine His light on these Pharisees. What is quite clear by the response of the Pharisees to Jesus is that they are feeling very threatened by Him.

My supposition regarding the Pharisees is that they have built a house of cards on a foundation of hypocrisy, deception, and Ponzi schemes. They are window dressing for an empty and bankrupt house. They have acquired position, power, money and prestige on lies. And, during their challenge of Jesus, He will turn the brightness of His light on them and expose them for who they really are.

Now if you think Jesus never defends Himself or confronts false accusers, then hold on to your seat as we read what gets exposed when the Light of the World turns His light on the Pharisees.

Our text can be summarized with this statement: Verse 12 is the flash light. The remainder of our text describes what the light reveals as it shines on the Pharisees and on Jesus Christ Himself.

As we look at our text, I believe we can put the pieces of it into 5 categories. The first is the Declaration by Jesus. That is verse 12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
The second is the challenges and questions of the Pharisees. And there are four of them, all directed at Jesus. 

Verse 13, “Your testimony is not valid.” 

Verse 19, “Where is Your Father?” 

Verse 22, “Will He kill Himself?” 

Verse 25, “Who are You?”

The third is Jesus responding by revealing the character, knowledge and destiny of the Pharisees. 

Verse 14, “You have no idea where I come from or where I am going.” 

Verse 15, “You judge by human standards or according to the flesh. 

Verse 19, “You do not know Me or My Father.” 

Verse 21, “You will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 

Verse 23, “You are from below.” “You are of this world.” 

Verse 24, “You would die in your sin.” “You will indeed die in your sins.” 

Verse 26, “I have much to say in judgment of you.” 

Verse 28, “When you have (killed me) lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know.”

Quite an exposure, quite a revelation by Jesus of what was hiding within the hearts of the Pharisees. 

The fourth category within our text is Jesus revealing His own character, knowledge and destiny. 

Verse 14, “My testimony is valid (true).” “I know where I came from and where I am going.” 

Verses 15-16, “I pass judgment on no one.” “I stand with the Father, who sent Me.” 

Verse 18, “I am one who testifies for Myself; My other witness is the Father, who sent Me.” 

Verse 23, “I am from above.” “I am not of this world.” 

Verse 25, I am “Just what I have been claiming all along.” 

Verse 26, “He who sent Me is reliable (true).” 

Verses 28-29, “I am the one I claim to be and . . . I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me. The one who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.”
Clearly, Jesus is on a mission from God His Father and He is not hesitant to say so.

The fifth category is John’s commentary of the conversation.

Verse 20, He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized Him, because His time had not yet come.
Let me say this now because I may not say it again. This statement about what part of the temple Jesus was in when saying that He is the light of the world, informs us that He was in the women’s court. That’s where the offering box was. But, it’s also where the lighting ceremony takes place. So, if for no other reason, John includes his own commentary at verse 20 to make certain we haven’t forgotten that Jesus is connecting the lighting ceremony with His proclamation of self-identity as the light of the world.
His second commentary comes in Verse 27, They did not understand that He was telling them about His Father.
Verse 30, Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him.
So, what I have done here with our passage is to break it up into component parts so we can better see the accumulative effect of Jesus’ revealing light.

This is not the first confrontation that Jesus and the Pharisees have had with each other. There have been several. And with each interaction and confrontation there is a building of conflict between the two. Jesus knows where this is going, even more than the Pharisees do. And, Jesus knows when it’s all going to shake down. He knows when His time or hour has come. And, it’s not yet.

Recall that first encounter. It took place in Jerusalem just as the Passover was getting started. Jesus steps into the temple courts and drives out the sheep and cattle. He scatters the coins of the money changers and overturns their tables. He tells those who are selling doves to get them out of there and then asks the question: John 2:16, “How dare you turn My Father’s house into a market!”
The Jews demanded of Him, 18 . . . “What miraculous sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do all this?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
So, here in the first confrontation, Jesus is shining His light on the sinful behavior of the Jewish leaders. Right away He makes a claim of being in partnership with His Father and by referring to the temple as His Father’s house, He is saying that His Father is God.

The Jews want some sort of proof that Jesus had the authority to do what He did. And, Jesus gives them the proof with a prophetic answer. “Kill Me, and I will rise again in three days.”
Isn’t that interesting how in our text for today that Jesus concludes part one of His encounter with the Pharisees on the last night of the Feast of Tabernacles with a similar statement. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me.
Notice, the same light that exposes and reveals the deeds of darkness, also exposes and reveals the fruit of righteousness. Because of that we see Jesus as a strong defender of His true identity and of His mission to the world. He will not let His character be assassinated by evil men. He stands up to these religious and political bullies and sets the record straight.

13 The Pharisees challenged Him, “Here You are, appearing as Your own witness; Your testimony is not valid (true).” 
Did Jesus let their accusation stand unrefuted? No, He didn’t. And, He doesn’t just tell us why His testimony is true. He tells us why the challenge by the Pharisees is groundless.

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on My own behalf, My testimony is valid (true), for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards (according to the flesh); I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, My decisions are right (true), because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent Me. 17 In your own law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid (true). 18 I am one who testifies for Myself; My other witness is the Father, who sent Me.” 
These Pharisees weren’t interested in finding answers to their questions. If they weren’t already aware of the miracles that took place in Cana, the turning of water into wine and the healing of the royal official’s son, they certainly were aware of the healing of the lame man at the Pool of Bethesda. They had engaged Jesus over that miracle because He had done it on the Sabbath.

If the Pharisees were seriously inquiring about the truthfulness of Jesus’ testimony, they would have been allowing all that they had seen to speak for itself. Their problem was thinking according to the flesh, not according to the truth or according to the very law they boasted of knowing so well.
What has the Light revealed?

The Pharisees make judgments according to the flesh.

Jesus has a truthful second witness, namely, His Father.

But, the Pharisees think they have more ammunition.

19 Then they asked Him, “Where is Your Father?” 
“You do not know Me or My Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized Him, because His time had not yet come. 

As Jesus shines the light on the Pharisees, what He exposes in response to their question is their total lack of knowledge of God the Father. Jesus reveals that these Pharisees had no relationship with the Father. They didn’t know Him.

Jesus has been shining light on the Pharisees for a while now. Were they to show up in a legitimate courtroom, their testimonies would be found to be without merit because they could be shown to have extremely poor eyesight. For all the confirming signs and miracles that have been displayed in their presence, they had no answers.

21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 
22 This made the Jews ask, “Will He kill Himself? Is that why He says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 
23 But He continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
Here, Jesus shines His light on them in a more targeted manner. “You are from below; . . . You are of this world; . . . 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”
Wake up, Pharisees. Your eternal destiny is on the line here. This is not a game of one-upmanship. If you don’t believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, you will indeed die in your sins.
Then they ask their fourth question. But, by the way Jesus responds, we can tell that it was an insincere question. They knew the answer before they asked.

25 “Who are You?” they asked. 
“Just what I have been claiming all along,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But He who sent Me is reliable, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world.” 
27 They did not understand that He was telling them about His Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me. 29 The one who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.”
30 Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him.
In John 2 in the confrontation Jesus had with the Jewish leaders at the temple, in delivering a command to them to destroy this temple, it was almost like a challenge. At that time they didn’t understand that Jesus was speaking of His own body. But, it’s plain that Jesus knew He was speaking to the very people who would destroy the temple that Jesus was referring to. He knew they would be crucifying Him on a cross.

And now at the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus speaks of the inevitable. When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be.
When Jesus said that He had much to say in judgment of them, as hard as it may seem, Jesus may have been saying that He was holding back most of His indictments of them. He was exercising great restraint, even though what we read is both sobering and uncomplimentary. Yet, I see an offer mercy and grace being made to these fleshly, worldly, ignorant sinners when He says, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be.” 

Maybe it’s because this segment ends with those words from verse 30, Even as He spoke, many put their faith in Him.
Folks, it doesn’t have to be too late to repent and believe in Jesus. To recognize that Jesus is the light of the world and then to follow Him will mean we never again have to walk in darkness. Instead, to believe in Jesus we will have the light of life.
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