Sunday, June 20, 2010 – Father’s Day – 20th Anniversary Celebration Part 2: The Carriage Crest Years
The Healing of the Man Born Blind!
John 9:1-41 
4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent Me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
John 9:4-5 NIV

-----------
We are again in the Gospel according to the Apostle John. He wrote a 21 chapter account of the life of Jesus Christ that those who would read it would believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing they would have life in His name (John 20:31). All the stories John has included in this book will move the receptive reader towards confidence that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God. Thus, it shouldn’t surprise us in the least that we are frequently hearing Jesus speak of His own identity or that the Jewish leadership is challenging Jesus about His claims to be God. The interactions that John records raise the issue of who Jesus really is and help us place our full weight of confidence in Him as God’s Son sent to this world on a mission of rescue and redemption. The amazingly good news in this is that Jesus is the life that we so desperately need and He willingly makes Himself known to us and desires to make His home within us as we make our home in Him.

As we examine the story of the healing of the man blind from birth, my prayer is that you will primarily identify yourself with this man, how Jesus intervened in his life, and gave Him physical sight so that he would come to have spiritual sight. And, even if you identify yourself more with the Pharisees at the moment, my prayer is that you will see what a dark and dead-end road it is that they are traveling on and turn to Jesus, the light of the world and walk with Jesus in the light and joy that He gives.

If the Feast of Tabernacles was a 7-day festival and started on the Sabbath, then it would logically follow that this miracle of healing a blind man that took place on the Sabbath was done on the eighth day of this Feast, the day of sacred assembly. Since Jesus repeats in the opening of this story that He is the light of the world, it clearly appears that this miracle in chapter 9 fits perfectly into the set of stories in chapters 7-9 having the Feast of Tabernacles as their backdrop.

I don’t know about you, but it has been very helpful to me to give serious attention to the feasts that are mentioned within the stories we read in the Gospel of John. This is especially true for the stories in John 7-9 that have as their backdrop the Feast of Tabernacles. Maybe it’s because I hadn’t previously given this feast that much attention before. And now, John calls on me to look back into the Old Testament, into the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, and to understand a bit more; not only what happened way back then, but to understand God’s intention for how the events of God delivering the children of Israel out of Egypt and bringing them to the Promised Land was a picture of Jesus rescuing us and leading us to the Promised Land where Jesus is our Savior and Lord, both now and for eternity. John has helped give me a greater appreciation for the Feast of Tabernacles, the annual thanksgiving celebration of God’s provision and protection. John has especially focused his attention on the water ceremony and the lighting ceremony, both of which took place daily during the seven-day feast.

Because of what Jesus has said and done during the Feast of Tabernacles, we come into this miracle story knowing that Jesus is the water that quenches our deepest thirst. And we know that Jesus is the light of the world who both exposes the darkness of our lives and illuminates the glory of God. With that in mind, we are set up to hear and see more clearly the work of God in the life of a man born blind.

John 9:1-2 (NIV)
1 As He went along, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

As I rĕad verse 1, that Jesus “saw” a man blind from birth, I pondered, what was it that He saw? Did He see more than any of us would see when we walk by a blind man? Was this part of Jesus’ perceptive seeing? Or was it common knowledge among the people of Jerusalem that this beggar was born blind? 
Given the way John likes to highlight contrasts, I’m inclined to believe that Jesus came upon this man, saw him begging and stopped to ask His Father what He wanted Him to do. With the divine eyes of Jesus, He could see much more than just that he was born blind. But it was that information that He shared with His disciples, which provoked the question from His disciples: “Rabbi, who sinned that he was born blind?” 

Because Jesus doesn’t rebuke His disciples for asking that question, it suggests that it’s not illogical to think that blindness can and does sometimes represent the consequences to a person’s sin. We all know that sin has consequences. We spend a great deal of effort to minimize them. Sometimes we attempt to remove the consequences without stopping the sinful behavior that is causing them. We only dislike the consequences, not the cause. 
But, the focus of Jesus’ teaching in John chapter 9 is not about dealing with the consequences of certain specific sins, but of a condition we are all born with that isn’t traceable to one specific disobedient act. There may be some consequences that my children have to live with that are traceable to my sinful, disobedient actions. . . .not the kind of subject matter that makes for a delightful Father’s Day conversation with one’s children.

But, there are some consequences of sin that my children have to live with that cannot be traced to any specific sin on my part. Though my children may be tempted to blame me for those consequences, it would be a wrong conclusion for them to do so. Thus Jesus informs His disciples from the reservoir of His divine knowledge, 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of  God might be displayed in his life.”
Now why is it helpful that we have this information? Well, it removes from play the blame game. It turns our attention to solutions rather than condemnations. It turns our focus on the work of God rather than the judgments of men.
Jesus said “this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” This is a crucial statement from Jesus as to how we are to interpret this story. He’s telling us that this blind man is going to become a display of the works of God. God is going to do something in this man that will cause people around him to see something that can only be attributed to God. 

But that’s not all. There’s more that God wants to happen because of the healing of this blind man. He says, . . . 4 “As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent Me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

Jesus is calling on us to be partners with Him in His work. If, and I believe it is the case, that the “we” in verse 4 refers to Jesus and His disciples, than the “we” also includes us, even today. We must do the work of Him who sent Jesus into the world. We are partners with God in the work He is doing in the world. And it is a work that we must be vigilant about. There is a limit to the resource of time that we have. The clock is ticking. If we waste the hours from 2:00 to 4:00 in the afternoon, we can’t get them back. That means we have 2 less hours to do the work God has given us to do. When night comes, the job site is shut down whether the job is done or not.

I remember a carpet job I was on during a wild rain storm. I was in the middle of putting a seam together in a doorway with my hot iron and some thermoplastic tape. It was my last seam to make. Halfway pushing my iron along in that doorway, the electricity went out. I had just enough residual heat in the iron to finish that seam and do my final stretch by candlelight. For all intents and purposes, the job was shut down. Had the electricity gone out 5 minutes earlier, I would have had to pack my tools and go home without completing the job. 

Jesus says, “Night is coming, when no one can work.” This statement likely refers first to the actual circumstance of Jesus’ life and ministry. The clock is running for Jesus. The time of Him to go to the cross is almost here. That is the night that will conclude the earthly work of Christ. 

But there is also an application for us. There is an urgency to the work God has given us to share in with Him. We do not have all the time in the world to get it done. There are all sorts of things that can fill our schedules, even lots of good things. But, if we are not working in partnership with Christ, doing the works of God, night will come and our work will be incomplete.
Further, Jesus makes it evident that the work of God is directly related to Him being the light of the world. Whether it is the work of exposing sin or illuminating the glory of God, Jesus is the light that does God’s works. Our partnership with Christ is to work so that the light of Christ shines through our lives. And there is an urgency to this work. Our window of opportunity is small.

While Jesus is standing there with His disciples looking at this blind man, Jesus takes an action for which we see no record of Him asking permission. He just does it.
6 Having said this, He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” He told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

What’s with this mud made with saliva? It’s like Jesus is acting like God in the creation of man. Genesis 2:7 says that God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Could it be that this act of making mud from the ground and saliva was an allusion to the creation story and points to the creative capacity of Jesus? And does Jesus’ command to the man to “go wash in the Pool of Siloam” suggest an allusion to Elisha when he told Naaman to go wash himself seven times in the Jordan River if he wanted to be healed? 
In this regard, commentator Gerald Borchert says, “the reader should not miss the close connection between obedience or effectual believing and experiencing the powerful work of God.” 
 This is not only true at the beginning of our believing in Jesus but also in the continuance of our believing. Thus, Borchert also says, “in the work of God human obedience is a crucial element in genuine partnership with God.” 
 In other words, if we are truly called into partnership with God, then obedience on our part is not an exception, but our practice.
Also, for Jesus to send the blind man to the Pool of Siloam highlights both His ministry of Himself having been sent by His Father to come to the world and the necessity of His followers to obey His sending commands like the one He gave to the blind man to go in obedience to the Pool of Siloam or for us to go in obedience into the world. If we are going to be partners in God’s mission to the world, we must obey His commands to go.

Further, selecting the Pool of Siloam as the place the blind man was to go to wash is also a significant connection to the Feast of Tabernacles since it was from the Pool of Siloam that water was drawn each day for the celebration of the water ceremony in the temple. 

Now, the fact that the man put up no resistance to Jesus putting mud on his eyes or to His command to go to the Pool of Siloam, suggests some level of desperation regarding his circumstance as well as a fair amount of trust in a man he didn’t really know a whole lot about. I also wonder if the mud was like the proverbial salting of a horse’s oats to get her to want to drink water. Who wouldn’t want to go quickly to a source of water to wash mud from his eyes? So, maybe Jesus was giving this man a little extra incentive to obey by putting mud on his eyes. Maybe?

The blind man does seem to have some knowledge of Jesus, which stands to reason if he is a beggar in Jerusalem during this Feast of Tabernacles when surely Jesus was the talk of the town.

Now, the first people who take notice of the man after he is healed are his neighbors. 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. 
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 
“I don’t know,” he said. 

It seems pretty clear that the neighbors had kept their distance from this man, and for a long time. The fact that they debated if he really was the same man, suggests the neighbors hadn’t been talking to him for quite awhile. 

But, here is where we begin to see the transforming power of the work of God in this man’s life. There are two major aspects to how he was a display the glory of God to his neighbors. First, there was an outward, physical display. It’s quite obvious that a blind person behaves a bit differently from a seeing person. And when a blind person suddenly can see, the changes will be attention getting.

Second, there was an inward transformation that displayed itself in the man’s conversation and confidence. First, when he overhears the debate between his neighbors, he speaks right up to say, “I am the man.” Second, when his neighbors demanded he tell them how it was that he could see, he unhesitatingly replied like a bold witness giving testimony in a court of law that the man called Jesus did it. And third, when he was asked a question that he didn’t have the answer for, he stated it simply, “I don’t know.” He was humbly bold and straightforwardly simple. All indications are, he was a man of integrity.

So the neighbors bring him to the Pharisees. Now, that has to raise some questions, doesn’t it? Why do that? Maybe if they had brought him to a priest, it would make some sense, reflecting the instructions in Leviticus 13 & 14 that say a person who is cleansed of a disease is to show himself to a priest. But, instead, they take him to the Pharisees, probably because they were not fully satisfied with the man’s answers and the Pharisees were the court system of the day. Surely, they would get to the bottom of this.

Now, I think it could be debated if this was truly a neighborly thing to do. Surely, an after the fact evaluation would show it wasn’t.

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” 
But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided. 
Wow! Do you see that God’s work divides people? It divides the man’s neighbors. Now it’s dividing the Pharisees.

And, isn’t amazing that a work that is so obviously a work of God (the same God who gave the command to keep the Sabbath holy) wasn’t smart enough to know if healing a blind man on the Sabbath was a violation of the command He Himself had given? Yet, these men had invested themselves so heavily in their own interpretation of the fourth commandment that they felt is was better to destroy the Son of God than to destroy their own egos and their false interpretations of that commandment.
And beware, when God is attacked, so will His followers be attacked. It won’t be long and we’ll see that that is true.

17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about Him? It was your eyes He opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
18 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” 
20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
There it is. The Pharisees were intimidating observant Jews with threats of exclusion from the synagogue if they showed any hint of agreeing with Jesus. And if we thought this was only a 21st century tactic of government leaders and politicians, we’ll have to think again. Satan’s tricks are well recycled from generation to generation.

Well, mom and dad were at least willing to confess that the man in question was their son and that he had been blind from birth. But, once the line of questioning edged closer to an acknowledgment that it was Jesus who was responsible for the man’s healing, even mom and dad wouldn’t have anything to do with it. They must have been so relieved that their son was of age to answer for himself. So, bring him back in.

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 
25 He replied, “Whether He is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 
Again, the seeing man doesn’t expand his testimony beyond what he knows to be true but he unembarrassingly states what he does know to be true. And it’s an undeniable truth. “I was blind but now I see.” What more could they possible need to know?

So, I guess, if you don’t get the answer you want the first time you ask the question again.

26 Then they asked him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” 
27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become His disciples, too?” 
Now that response is not expected. I didn’t expect. Did you? It’s like the newly seeing man was getting impatient with their line of questioning. This man doesn’t show an ounce of intimidation. And, I’m thinking that this is evidence of the transforming work of Christ in his life even before He understood much about who Christ was. This man is bold in the face of mean spirited interrogators.

Imagine being called into the Oval Office for questioning and telling the President, “Apparently, you didn’t listen to me the first time I answered your question.” Woe. That was bold. And what a witty response from this man to those who are plotting the murder of Jesus: “Do you want to become His disciples, too?” Isn’t that great? Earlier that day, this man was begging for food and now he’s speaking with boldness and authority to the highest officials in his nation.
I think there are some business executives and some congressmen who need to take a lesson from this man who was once blind. Speak the truth and don’t be intimidated by bullying tactics!

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where He comes from.” 
Well, the man’s not done with his bold and clear response to the Pharisees. With childlike innocence, he points out the obvious. Hatred has destroyed the Pharisee’s ability to think logically or to repent of wrong and misguided thinking.

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where He comes from, yet He opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does His will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 
It’s like the man didn’t know who he was talking to. A man who we’d probably have to say is not yet a true believer in Jesus Christ is lecturing the most prestigious theologians of his day on the topic of theology. It’s like what happens occasionally in some university lecture halls where the professor uses his lectern as a bully pulpit to put down Christianity, knowing that it will be a very exceptional student who would even dare counter his false accusations. But, here is a man willing to speak boldly his personal testimony that cannot be refuted by the smartest or cruelest of professors. If he will speak up for the truth this bravely before he is truly converted, just think what he will be like when he commits his life to Jesus Christ!

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when He found him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 “Who is He, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in Him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the one speaking with you.” 
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him. 
It’s no accident that we read that Jesus found the man. We’ve see this before. In chapter 5, after the lame man was healed was spotted by the Jewish leaders who, instead of praising God that he was healed, accused him of carrying his bedroll on the Sabbath. At that point, the man didn’t even know who had healed him. But, later that day, Jesus found him to urge him to stop sinning.

We also saw in chapter 4 that Jesus had to go through Samaria in order to meet the Samaritan woman at the well so He could introduce Himself to her and, thus, to the entire town of Sychar.

And now here in chapter 9, Jesus goes and finds the healed man. And notice how identity is so important to Jesus. He asks the man, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” And the man doesn’t know who that is. But, once Jesus tells him that He is that man, the formerly blind man has no hesitancy to believe and to worship Jesus as the Son of Man.

Though it appears to be such a simple conversion process, yet it is probably the most genuine believing we’ve seen so far in the Gospel of John. He had already demonstrated that he wasn’t a pushover in the face of persecution. He knew that what had happened to him could only be attributed to God. He probably had a decent understanding of the Old Testament having been raised in a God-fearing home, given that his parents were unwilling to risk being kicked out of the synagogue. And to now see with his physical eyes what he had already believed to be true without the benefit of physical sight, was a powerful affirmation of the reality that Jesus was the presence of God in this man’s midst. And to top it off, the man acknowledges the singular role that Jesus is to now occupy in his life as his Lord. Through worship the man now gives singular loyalty to Jesus Christ as his master.

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees who were with Him heard Him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
The Pharisees correctly heard what Jesus was telling them. They were blind. But, they refused to accept Jesus’ assessment of them. And that refusal leaves them in their darkness. What a sad reality it is when light comes into the darkness and the darkness rejects the light. Instead of enjoying the hope and freedom that light brings, rejecting the light is self-condemning and leaves a person in despair and bondage.
But the hope-filled message from this story is that we can be like the formerly blind man. We are all born blind man. But messengers of Jesus come to us to point us to Jesus as the water who quenches our deepest thirst and the light that exposes sin and illuminates the glory of God in the face of Christ. And, we can put our trust in Jesus and live in the new reality of hope and freedom that is found in Jesus our Savior and Lord.
If there is one caution, however, coming out of this text for today it is this, be very careful in thinking that your claim of knowing God will stand the coming test if your claim is not backed up with obedience to Christ’s commands. In other words, be very careful if you think you can divide Jesus Christ into two separate Gods; one being your Savior and the other being your Lord. For if it really is not all that important to you that Jesus is your Lord, then that raises serious doubts that He’s your Savior. This text is a warning to anyone who thinks such thoughts or is excusing disobedience of the commands of Christ for whatever reason.
So, here is my prayer for all of us: May the story of this blind man who was found by Jesus stir within each of us a hunger to walk with Christ in obedience and loyalty, in believing and in worship. For Jesus Christ is the Son of Man worthy of our complete allegiance without competition.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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