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Reverend Majed El Shafie – Missions Fest Seattle 2006
Saimen Liang as told by David Wang – Missions Fest Seattle 2009 & Book “Still Red”
Steve Saint – Missions Fest Seattle 2006
One common thread in these stories is that I was incredibly blessed to actually hear about them firsthand at Missions Fest Seattle over the past several years. Another thread they have in common is that they are all fantastic stories of courageous servants of Christ leading others to grow in Christ and multiplying Christ’s body, the church.

Today’s sermon completes our sermon series:
-Embrace Christ! – Look to the higher vision of Christ’s supremacy – Col 1:15-23, 2:6-15, 3:1-4
-Embrace His Church! – We covenant to serve the Lord together – Joshua 24
-Embrace His World! – Multiplying followers & leaders, and churches – Colossians 1
-Pastor Dan’s Three Priority Model
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Priority #1: Matthew 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

Priority #2: 1 John 3:23 “And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.” 

Priority #3: Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

David Bryant, in his book “Christ Is All!” argues that a diminished and neglected vision of Christ’s supremacy plagues the Church today robbing it of its effectiveness. He calls it a crisis of supremacy. To combat this crisis, David argues that we must first expand and deepen our own vision of Christ, re-ignite our passion for Him and re-order our daily discipleship under Him. Second, we must take every opportunity to proclaim to fellow Christians the full extent of Christ’s supremacy and the hope we have in Him. Third, when we are sharing a lifestyle focused on the supremacy of Christ, we can more effectively pursue among the nations greater manifestations of the hope of His Kingdom.
It is not enough to focus solely on priorities one and two. All three priorities are essential. Isaiah 49:6 “He says: ‘It is too small a thing for you to be My servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make You a light for the Gentiles, that You may bring My salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Compare Jacob to the church and the Gentiles to the world. We are called to reflect His light and tell of His salvation to the ends of the earth.
Brief intro to the book of Colossians

-Written by Paul from prison in Rome where he ended up at the end of the story in Acts.

-Paul never visited Colosse. Rather Paul converted Epaphras while ministering in Ephesus and Epaphras then took the gospel to Colosse. Epaphras also took the gospel to neighboring cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis. 
-When heresy threatened the Christians in Colosse Epaphras sought Paul’s help all the way to prison in Rome.
-Paul’s strategy in writing this letter was to exalt Christ’s supremacy in contrast to the inadequacy and emptiness of the heretical teachings.

Now let’s read the sermon text for today, Colossians 1.

From the text would you consider Epaphras a follower or a leader? v.7 “You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf.”
How about Paul? v.25 “I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness.”
Pauline Principles for Followers:
1) Grow in spiritual knowledge, wisdom and understanding - v.9 “…we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”
2) Live pleasing Him & work bearing fruit - v.10 “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work…”
3) Build strength, endurance & patience - v.11 “being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience…”
4) Joyfully thank the Father because He has greatly improved our lot in life - v.11-14 “…joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Pauline Principles for Leaders:
1) Pray for those we are ministering to - v.3 “We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,” v.9 “...since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you…”
2) Proclaim the gospel, teach & admonish - v.7 “You learned it from Epaphras…” v.25 “I have become its servant… to present to you the word of God in its fullness…” v.28 “We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.”
3) Labor, struggle and suffer for them - v.24 “Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His body, which is the church.” v.29 “To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me.” Col 4:12-13 “Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.”
What gospel do we proclaim? v.23 “This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.”
1) Christ is God - v.15 “He is the image of the invisible God…” v.19 “For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him,”
2) Christ created, sustains and is the reason for everything - v.16-17 “For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”
3) Christ is the redeemer of the world through His perfect sacrifice - v.18 “And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.” v.20 “and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross.”
4) We were alienated and enemies of God because of our evil behavior - v.21 “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.”
5) We have been redeemed and made holy through firm faith in this hope - v.22-23 “But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation – if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.”
Do you believe this gospel we proclaim? What are you going to do about it? 

1) Embrace Christ! Expand and deepen your knowledge and vision of Christ in all His supremacy. Re-ignite your passion for Him and re-order your daily discipleship under Him.
2) Embrace His Church! Take every opportunity to proclaim to fellow Christians the full extent of Christ’s supremacy and the hope we have in Him. Labor, struggle, suffer and pray for one another.
3) Embrace His World! Take every opportunity to proclaim to non-Christians the full extent of Christ’s supremacy and the hope we have in Him. Labor, struggle, suffer and pray for them that many might be saved.
Practical step – attend Missions Fest Seattle this coming weekend at Westminster Chapel in Bellevue. Gary Gulbranson, pastor of Westminster Chapel will be giving the keynote message Friday evening at 7:00 PM. I’m sure it will be good. Come and join us there.
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM Dr. Emerson Falls, a Native American minister from Oklahoma, will be speaking. For those of you interested in what we are doing in Colville I would encourage you to come hear what he has to teach.

And the grand finale occurs Saturday evening at 7:00 PM when Gracia Burnham shares her amazing story of kidnapping, hostage, ransom, suffering and death of her husband as well as the ministry of reconciliation she has discovered out of it. Come, be taught by one of Christ’s servants and leave empowered to be a better follower, leader and multiplier.
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