Sunday, December 12, 2010 – Third Sunday of Advent – 
“Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible while Being the Body of Christ together!”
The Bible says: The rebellion at the tower of Babel will be reversed!
Genesis 10:32-11:9; 12:1-3; 15:1-6

2 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
Genesis 12:2 NIV

-----------
Today we are going to get a handle on the entire book of Genesis. Now, if that strikes you as an ambitious objective, I not only agree with you but will have to say it may be wildly overstated. This is sermon number 5 of 24 in acquiring a handle on the entire Bible. We spent 4 sermons on Genesis chapters 1-4. Now, in one sermon our task is to cover 46 chapters, Genesis 5-50. If you think that’s possible you’re also thinking I can climb Mt. Rainier in 30 minutes, in the snow, at 30 degrees below freezing, in tennis shoes.

Increasing the challenge is this: today we are covering the entire 3rd chapter of Don Carson’s book, The God Who Is There. Typically we are taking 2 Sundays to cover one chapter. But, since we had to convert a 28 week series into 24 weeks, this is one of those 2-in-1 Sundays. So, fasten your seatbelts. I’ll do the best I can. Let’s give it a try.

Let’s start with an observation challenge. Most frequently, when my dad wrote out the outline for his sermons, he followed a pattern. I want to see if you can identify the pattern from these three sermons.

	Sermon #1 – 
When Faith Gets On Fire – Acts 2:1-47
	
	Sermon #2 – 
The Deeds That Live On – Mark 14:1-11
	
	Sermon #3 – 
Faithless Fear vs. Fearless Faith – Hebrews 11:6

	Introduction

1. A New Inspiration (1-13)

2. A New Insight (14-16, 21)

3. A New Invincibility (22-36)

4. A New Intimacy (41-47)


	
	Introduction

1. The Motive of the Deed (v. 6)

2. The Measure of the Deed (v. 8)

3. The Magnificence of the Deed (v. 9)

4. The Meanness of Human Nature (vv. 10-11)


	
	Introduction

1. The Call of Conquest (Deut. 1:20-21)

2. The Clash of Conviction (Numbers 13:30-33 & 14:4-6)

3. The Calamity of Clamor (Numbers 14:1-4; 10-37)

4. The Crowning of Confidence (Numbers 13:30; 14:24, 30, 38; Joshua 14:6-14)

	Do you see a pattern?
	
	Do you see a similar pattern?


	
	Tell the person nearest you what pattern you see in these sermon outlines?


My dad liked to use repetition of first letters and same words to help the listener remember and even anticipate what he was saying. In the title of Sermon 3 he interchanged the root words in a given form to make the key words say the opposite: Faithless Fear vs. Fearless Faith.

I bring this to your attention that good writers and good speakers have a structure to the presentation of their thoughts. Sometimes it takes great diligence on the part of the reader or listener to discern the structure of a writer’s presentation, but, when the structure is identified, it most often complements the purpose of the entire message.

What we see in the title of my dad’s third sermon has a touch of what we will see in the way the author of Genesis writes the entire book both in macro scale and in micro scale, both by sections and by units within a section. We will see this very shortly.
One of the most frequent inclusions in the book of Genesis is the listing of genealogies. They are spread throughout the entire book. They can seem like interruptions. But I want to suggest to you that they are not interruptions. Think for a moment when you come to a [image: image4.jpg]


river and find a bridge. You may have to pay a toll or at least slow down before crossing. Now, I doubt that many of us would view the bridge as an interruption but rather as a helpful link to the next section of land. Now, think of these multiple lists of names, these genealogies in Genesis, as bridges between stories. When you come upon the phrase, “these are the generations of . . .,” or “this is the account of . . .,” recognize that this is the author’s way of linking the previous material to the upcoming material. It binds the different sections of the book together.

The genealogies also are the author’s way of highlighting important people in God’s work of redemption. Frankly, lots of people are not listed. Not all the descendents of every person are recorded in Genesis. Instead, the author draws our attention to the ones that especially help us see how God is working out His purposes here on the earth.

The first time the author uses the phrase, “these are the generations of . . .” shows up in Genesis 2.

Genesis 2:4 (ESV) 4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
The NIV likes to translate it, “This is the written account of . . .” The Hebrew word used each time is toledo. The second time the phrase is used shows up in chapter 5.
Genesis 5:1-2 (NIV) 1 This is the written account of Adam’s line. When God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He created them male and female and blessed them. And when they were created, He called them “man.” 
The rest of chapter 5 lists the line of descendents from Adam to the three sons of Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth.
We will then get a re-listing of Noah and his sons in Genesis 6:9 as it separates God’s assessment of the wickedness of man from God’s plan to use Noah, who walked with Him, as a means of preserving the human race following His judgment on the wickedness He saw. God will use Noah and the Great Flood to accomplish His judgment and His purposes.
The next listing of the generations occurs after the flood in chapter 10 where the entire chapter is given to the genealogies of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah’s sons.

Genesis 10:1 (NIV) 
1 This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah’s sons, who themselves had sons after the flood. 
Then Genesis 11 opens with the story of the Tower of Babel. At verse 10 through the remainder of chapter 11 we have the genealogies of Shem and Terah, the Father of Abraham, Nahor and Haran.
Genesis 11:10 (NIV) 
10 This is the account of Shem. Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of Arphaxad. 
Here’s how it looks in abbreviated form:
From Adam to Abraham

Three Major Judgments by God to Reaffirm His Original Command to Adam

	
	Adam  (1)
	
	

	Cain
	Abel
	Seth  (2)
	Expulsion from Eden

	
	
	Enosh  (3)
	

	
	
	Kenan  (4)
	

	
	
	Mahalalel  (5)
	

	
	
	Jared  (6)
	

	
	
	Enoch  (7)
	

	
	
	Methusaleh  (8)
	

	
	
	Lamech  (9)
	

	
	
	Noah  (10)
	

	Shem    (11)
	Ham
	Japheth
	The Great Flood

	Arphaxad  (12)
	
	
	

	Shelah  (13)
	
	
	

	Eber  (14)
	
	
	

	Peleg  (15)
	
	
	

	Reu  (16)
	
	
	

	Serug  (17)
	
	
	

	Hahor  (18)
	
	
	

	Terah  (19)
	
	
	

	Abram  (20)
	Nahor
	Haran
	The Tower of Babel


In between the listing of the genealogies, we get the story of mankind on this earth. And it’s often not pretty. Once we know of the line from Adam to Noah we learn this:

Genesis 6:5-8 (NIV) 
5 The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of His heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord was grieved that He had made man on the earth, and His heart was filled with pain. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
Then we get the story of the great flood and the listing of another set of descendents, this time from Shem to Abram. Some time within the generations between Shem and Abraham the story of the Tower of Babel takes place. It, too, is a judgment on rebellious and idolatrous mankind.
Let’s follow this story and see what lessons we can learn from it.
Genesis 10:32 (NIV) 32 These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood. 
So the entire 10th chapter is a listing of a toledo, creating a bridge from The Flood to The Tower of Babel. 

Genesis 11:1-9 (NIV) 1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 

Shinar is another name for Babylonia, modern day Iraq. 

The issue of settling down becomes a concern, particularly when it is attached to distancing themselves from the presence of God. Keep in mind that the creation command to fill the earth (1:28) is repeated to Noah (9:1) and is in large part the outcome of God’s punishment on the Babelites. It appears that to settle down is to oppose the divine command given to both Adam and Noah. And we will soon hear the command restated again to Abraham as He leaves his father and scatters to places God sends him (12:1-3).

3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

The plan of the Babelites almost seems to be a direct defiance of God, a conscious contradiction to the Lord’s command to Adam and Noah. Look, after God created man in His own image we read . . .

Genesis 1:28 (NIV) 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
The command to fill the earth is a command to spread out.
Genesis 8:15-17 (NIV) 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it.” 
God repeats the command twice more in chapter 9.
Genesis 9:1 & 7 (NIV) 1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. 
7 As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” 
They did not want to be scattered. Rather, they wanted to settle down and make a great name for themselves. It wasn’t about making a great name for their Creator. They wanted to worship themselves and their accomplishments, putting themselves on the exalted throne.
5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let Us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 
You may not sense it, but let me suggest it. I think it’s very possible that God is mocking these people for thinking they would be able to reach the heavens with their building of the tower. When God said that if in their unity they have been able to do such a majestic work, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them, surely there is a good possibility that God is laughing as He speaks. 

My support for this comes from Psalm 2:1-6 (NIV) 
1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. 3 “Let us break Their chains,” they say, “and throw off Their fetters.” 
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, 6 “I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.” 
If you suggest this is not mockery, then do you think God believes man can do anything? And does this worry God? If it worries Him at all it is a concern about how these prideful ideas end up destroying us. Prideful ideas are ultimately self-destructive ideas.
Just put yourself in God’s place. Well, at least join an astronaut and take a look down on earth as you orbit in outer space. Do you notice that 8 story tall building, that Tower of Babel being built on the plains of Babylonia? I think not. Are you worried they might build it so tall that they will jump on board with you in orbit? No, from your perspective it’s a puny effort.

But at the heart of the Lord’s intervention is not mockery but correction. Surely it will be received as a rebuke, as punishment. But God does not delight in a people living in rebellion. And He knows that such a way of life is destructive and leads only to eternal death.

8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
So what lessons can we learn from the Tower of Babel?

1. The Tower of Babel is a graphic display of God’s sovereignty! In other words: IT’S ALL ABOUT GOD!

Here’s where I would like to return to our conversation about literary structure, the outlining of a story that helps make the point of the story. Remember my dad’s sermon title, Faithless Fear vs. Fearless Faith? . . . that inversion of words to make a point? Notice the literary structure of this story. Notice the parallel inversion of the pieces. It’s called chiastic: the reversal of the order of words in the second of two parallel phrases.

The Story of the Tower of Babel - Genesis 11:1-9

A “the whole world had one language” (v. 1)


B “there” on the plain of Shinar (v. 2)



C “each other” (v. 3)




D “Come, let’s make bricks” (v. 3)





E “Come, let us build ourselves” (v. 4)






F “a city, with a tower” (v. 4)







G “the Lord came down …” (v. 5)





F´ “the city and the tower” (v. 5)





E´ “that the men were building” (v. 5)




D´ “Come, let us … confuse” (v. 7)



C´ “each other” (v. 7)


B´ “from there” on the plain of Shinar (v. 8)

A´ “the language of the whole world” (v. 9) 
 

A & A’ – The outside statements working their way to the middle. A - The one language, A’ - that language became confused. C - From communicating with each other to C’ - no longer understanding each other. D - From the people’s coming together to make bricks to D’ - God coming together to confuse the people. All of these statements coming and going point to G - God being in charge. He is the center focus of the Babel story. God is sovereign. This is His creation.

1. The Tower of Babel is a graphic display of God’s sovereignty! In other words: IT’S ALL ABOUT GOD!

The story says it and so does the structure of the story.
2. The Tower of Babel is a declaration by God that the pride of human autonomy is rebellion against their Creator. In other words: PRIDE IS A FORM OF IDOLATRY!

We learned from the story of the Fall that idolatry is placing anything else in our lives where God belongs. Pride is a statement that we have forgotten that everything we have has come from God. Pride is pushing God out of His rightful place of honor. Thus, pride and idolatry are nearly synonymous. 

4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

This pridefulness as a form of rebellion and idolatry is contrasted with God’s call of Abraham.

Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) 
1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
What an incredible contrast presented to us immediately after the story of the Tower of Babel. From self-exaltation to God exalting His obedient followers. When we walk with the Lord in humility, it may please Him to make our name great. But, it really doesn’t matter because our greatest joy comes from seeing our Lord’s name lifted high and honored above all other names.
3. The Tower of Babel is a reaffirmation of God’s original command to humanity to be fruitful, increase in number and fill the earth. In other words: SPREAD OUT!

Genesis 1:28 (NIV) 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
4. The Tower of Babel is an echo of the first judgment on the human race combining punishment with mercy. In other words: GOD’S PUNISHMENT OF SIN IS ULTIMATELY FOR THE BLESSING OF ALL HUMANITY!

The punishment of the Babelites led to the “scattering” that gave them an opportunity to be blessed by God’s promises.

5. The Tower of Babel is a statement that God intends for there to be a diversity of languages through out the whole earth. In other words: GOD IS NOT A COOKIE CUTTER CREATOR!

The similarity of the Tower of Babel with Pentecost is, that in both cases, diverse languages exist following the event of God’s recommissioning of His people. God doesn’t return the people at Pentecost to one language. He gives them the one Spirit who is the uniter, not the language.

Maybe the distinction that is made in the building materials selected where the builders of the Tower of Babel chose bricks over stones carries with it this same message: God is not a cookie-cutter Creator. He intentionally creates diversity. He and His Spirit are the mortar for the stones that maintains uniqueness while highlighting the unity that exists because of the one Spirit that is shared between them.
Understanding the story of the Tower of Babel helps us understand better the calling of Abraham to leave his country and follow the Lord wherever He leads him. The glorious irony of Abraham’s obedience is that his willingness to depart from the “land of Shinar” resulted in the salvation of those stubborn peoples who had refused initially to be scattered. 

This world is not our home. We are journeying onward toward Home. We begin here on earth by making sure our hearts and lives are at home in Jesus Christ. We go with Him where He leads and for His glory and honor.

Now, very quickly. An overview of the rest of Genesis.

The Story of Father Abraham
Genesis 11:27-25:11

A 11:27-32 Genealogy of Terah


B 12:1-9 Call and first test of Abram (land)



C 12:10-31:1 Abduction of Sarai (Egypt)




D 12:2-14:24 Abram and Lot





E 15:1-21 Covenant ceremony






F 16:1-16 Flight of Hagar and birth of Ishmael





E’ 17:1-27 Covenant sign




D’ 18:1-19:38 Abraham and Lot



C’ 20:1-18 Abduction of Sarah (Gerar)






F’ 21:1-21 Birth of Isaac and expulsion of Hagar/Ishmael







G’ 21:22-34 Abraham-Abimelech covenant


B’ 22:1-19 Second “test” of Abraham (seed)

A’ 22:20-24 Genealogy of Nahor 

Isaac’s Family/Jacob’s narrative - Genesis 25:19-35:29
A 25:19-34 Struggle at Birth and Birthright


B 26:1-35 Deception and Strife with the Philistines



C 27:1-28:9 Stolen Blessing and Flight to Paddan Aram




D 28:10-22 Promise of Blessing at Bethel





E 29:1-30 Laban Deceives Jacob






F 29:31-30:24 Birth of Children






F’ 30:25-43 Birth of Herds





E’ 31:1-55 [32:1] Jacob Deceives Laban




D’ 32:1-32 [2-33] Struggle for Blessing at Peniel



C’ 33:1-20 Restored Gift and Return to Shechem


B’ 34:1-31 Deception and Strife with the Hivites

A’ 35:1-22a Blessing and Struggle at Birth

Appendix 35:22b-29 

Jacob’s Family/Joseph’s narrative
Joseph & Judah among the Twelve Brothers - Genesis 37:1-50:26

A 37:2-11 Joseph the Dreamer


B 37:12-36 Jacob Mourns the “Death” of Joseph



C 38:1-30 Judah and Tamar




D 39:1-23 Joseph’s Enslavement in Egypt





E 40:1-41:57 Joseph, Savior of Egypt






F 42:1-43:34 Journeys of Brothers to Egypt







G 44:1-34 Joseph Tests the Brothers







G’ 45:1-28 Joseph Reveals His Identity






F’ 46:1-27 Journey of Family to Egypt





E’ 46:28-47:12 Joseph, Savior of Family




D’ 47:13-31 Joseph’s Enslavement of the Egyptians



C’ 48:1-49:28 Jacob favors Joseph and Judah


B’ 49:29-50:14 Joseph Mourns the Death of Jacob

A’ 50:15-26 Joseph the Provider 
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