Sunday, December 19, 2010 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – 20th Anniversary Celebration
“Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible while Being the Body of Christ together!”
The Bible says: Humans, and all other created beings, are to bring honor to God’s name!
Exodus 19:1-25

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, 6 you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
Exodus 19:4-6 NIV

-----------
Before we started this series on Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible in the Context of Christian Fellowship, Micah and I made a commitment to you that if you fully engaged in this series you would be able to summarize the entire Bible within 5 minutes. The advantages to this ability are multiple. When reading any part of the Bible you will understand the larger context in which it belongs. When engaging in conversation with someone about the Bible, you will be able to dialog about the purposefulness of God in how He deals with us as rebels who so easily make idols of things and people instead of trusting Him. Further, you will simply enjoy the Scriptures more because you have an understanding of what God is trying to do in your life.

So, with the help of the outline from Don Carson’s book, The God Who Is There, we started with Chapter 1, The God Who Made Everything from Genesis 1 & 2. We followed God as the Creator of everything, including people. 

Genesis 1:1 (NIV) 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV) 
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
We summarized this chapter by saying: God is eternal and He made everything good, including people. Therefore, people are significant, dependant on and accountable to God.

In Chapter 2, The God Who Does Not Wipe Out Rebels from Genesis 3-9, we watched as Satan, in the disguise of a serpent, enticed the woman to disobey God’s command to not eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Then her husband, without hesitation, also disobeyed and ate of the forbidden fruit. And thus sin entered the human race when our first parents disregarded the authority of their Creator. 

Genesis 3:6-7 (NIV) 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

In God’s judgment of sin we also saw His mercy as He told us of the provision He was making for us to be freed from our enslavement to sin.
Genesis 3:14-15 (NIV) 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He* will crush your head, and you will strike His* heel.” 

*Using the upper case is an interpretation that Jesus is being referenced by these pronouns.
But the rebellion and idolatry that started with Adam and Eve continued with their son Cain and multiplied with the whole human race until God was ready to start all over again.

Genesis 6:5-8 (NIV) 
5 The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord was grieved that He had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
We summarized this chapter by saying: People rebelled against God by making themselves into false gods, leading to death. God punished people by banishing them from His presence but promised to save them in the future.
In Chapter 3, The God Who Writes His Own Agreements from Genesis 10-50 we again followed God’s response to the cancer of idolatry and sin that showed itself in arrogance and pride in the building of the Tower of Babel. God’s answer was to confuse the language and scatter the people. Then He chose Abram to be the Father of His chosen people and to display His faithfulness to a man who himself displayed a semblance of faith. 

Genesis 11:4 (NIV) 
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 
Genesis 11:8-9 (NIV) 
8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
From Abraham a nation was born through his son Isaac and through his son Jacob. Through the sovereign work of God, His people moved to Egypt to be rescued by Jacob’s son Joseph who had been sold into slavery to the Egyptians by his brothers. God demonstrated His faithfulness to His promise to Abraham by keeping His people, even when held in bondage in Egypt.

We summarized this chapter by saying: God made a promise to Abraham to bless His descendants with a country of their own and to bless the whole world through them.
Today we enter Chapter 4, The God Who Legislates from Exodus – Deuteronomy. Here we will follow God’s work through His servant Moses. 

The summary of chapter 4 will be: God rescued His people from slavery in Egypt and gave them good rules to obey, promising they would prosper in their own land as long as they obeyed Him.

Exodus chapter 1 sets us up for the transition from Joseph, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham, descendent of Noah, descendent of Seth, third son of Adam and Eve to the story of Moses delivering Israel out of Egypt. 

Exodus 1:6-13 (NIV) 
6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them. 
8 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become much too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.” 
11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and worked them ruthlessly. 
So the Israelites found themselves in bondage and cried out to God to be released. God heard their cry and selected a man to lead His people out of Egypt.
Exodus 3:1-15 (NIV) 
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb (Mt. Sinai), the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of My people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring My people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is My name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 
Therefore, though maybe somewhat reluctantly, Moses led the Israelites out of bondage, across the Red Sea, and through the wilderness. 45 days after leaving Egypt they reached Mount Sinai, the mountain of God. His reaching Mt. Sinai, or Mt. Horeb, was the fulfillment of God’s promise in Exodus 3:12. “When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” Returning to Mt. Sinai after bringing the people out of Egypt was God’s sign to Moses that it was God all along who made this rescue possible.
Exodus 19:1-25 (NIV) 
1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
The mere mention of Rephidim at this juncture is surprising. It was at Rephidim when the people became thirsty and quarreled with Moses. In fact, they were so upset with Moses that they were nearly ready to kill him.

Exodus 17:1-6 (NIV) 
1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?” 
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 
4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
5 The Lord answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
Keep in mind this knowledge of the people’s response to a testing as we work through Exodus 19. God is going to test them further.

Israel’s arrival at Mt. Sinai is a high point in the book of Exodus. It represents a new stage in God’s covenant relationship with His people. At this point, God is going to give His people formal Law. J. E. Smith identifies 6 reasons God gave us His Law to His people.
“The Scriptures indicate at least six reasons for the revelation of this law. The Law (1) revealed God’s glory and holiness (Dt 5:22–28); (2) manifested the sinfulness of man (Rom 7:7, 13; 1 Tim 1:9ff.); (3) marked Israel as God’s chosen people (Ps 147:19f.; Eph 2:11ff.); (4) gave Israel a Godly standard by which they might continue to inhabit Canaan (Dt 5:29ff. Judg 2:19–21); (5) prepared Israel for the coming of the Promised Seed (namely Christ) (Gal 3:24); and (6) illustrated in various forms and ceremonies the person and work of Christ (Heb 10:1). 

So, not only does God bring Moses back to Mt. Sinai so Moses can worship Him there, God is going to meet with Moses and give him His Law in the form of the Ten Commandments and other ritual laws that will paint a picture of our Ultimate Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5 Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, 6 you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
7 So Moses went back . . .
Here we have in chapter 19 the first of three treks for Moses up and down Mt. Sinai. In this first trek God reveals His vision for His people. First, God demonstrates what He did for Israel. A. He delivered them with power from Egypt. B. He carried them out by His power illustrated by the phrase, “I carried you on eagles’ wings.” C. He brought them to Himself. 

Second, God describes what Israel will become. A. Israel will be God’s treasured possession. B. Israel will be for God a kingdom of priests. C. Israel will be for God a holy nation.

So the first trek of Moses up and down Mt. Sinai results in God revealing His vision for His people.

Verses 7 & 8a describe Moses’ conversation with the elders of Israel.
7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the Lord had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, “We will do everything the Lord has said.”
Moses receives a very affirming response from the elders that the people of Israel will do everything the Lord has said. Now, do you suppose Moses really believes them? – I think he really does. I can’t explain why he does. I can’t imagine he’s forgotten the episode back at Rephidim. He seems to have let that go and now believes the people will fully obey the Lord. But here he expressed strong confidence that the people will actually fully follow the Lord.
At the end of verse 8 we have the second trek up the mountain for Moses. Part One of this second trek is in verse 9 and it suggests that the Lord speaks to Moses before Moses reports the commitment of the elders. And there’s something very important in verse 9.

8 . . . So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord. 
9 The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear Me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the Lord what the people had said. 
The message of verse 9 is very reassuring. It must have been so for Moses. God promises Moses that He’s going to give a verbal letter of reference to the people that he, Moses, really does speak on God’s behalf. God promises to give Moses credentials, certification, verification that He is God’s man to lead these people. What I like about how God certifies Moses is that He invites the people to eaves drop, to listen in on a conversation He has with Moses. God takes responsibility for certifying Moses in the eyes of the people. And the way He does it is by letting them be in the audience when He and Moses talk about His plans for these people. 

Part Two of this second trek up Mt. Sinai is found in verses 10-14a. 

10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain.” 
14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, . . .

Here’s where this whole story should really grab our attention. God informs the people through His servant Moses that He has an appointment with them in three days and they need to be ready for that appointment. God specifies some conditions they must meet in advance of this appointment. They need to wash their clothes. They need to be very careful not to touch the mountain. God draws a proverbial line in the sand and warns them not to cross it. The mountain is off limits to them at the price of their lives. This ban will only be lifted when they hear the sound of the ram’s horn give a long blast. The fulfillment of these conditions is part of Moses’ assignment to consecrate these people in advance of their appointment with God.

Now, why should this grab our attention? Because God has something very important to say. God wants to be taken seriously. So seriously that the violation of the stipulation that the people are not to touch foot on the mountain at this time is punishable by death. And that death will be like facing a firing squad using stones or arrows. Now, does God have your attention? He wants to be taken seriously. He wants to be heard. He wants to be obeyed. 

So Moses comes down from his second trek up Mt. Sinai and does what God has asked him to do. He consecrates the people. It does appear that verse 15 adds a clarification to the consecration.

14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. 15 Then he said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations.” 
Now this additional stipulation reminds me of Paul’s instruction to those who wish to devote themselves to pray for a time. He tells them in a unique manner to abstain from relations for a brief period of time. 1 Corinthians 7:5 (NIV) 5 Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 
That’s about the only way I can make sense of this additional stipulation. So Moses consecrates the people and the people prepare themselves to meet with God. And this is all encased in high stakes, high consequence, conditions.

Then in verses 16-19 God adds further intensity to an already intense event. God prepares the mountain for His coming and speaking to Moses and the people. This is the morning of the 3rd day, the morning of the day of their appointment with God for which they were to prepare themselves. Now God prepares the mountain to underscore that what He is about to do is of supreme importance. God wants to be taken seriously. God wants to be heard. God wants to be obeyed.

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.
I’m imagining that Moses reports in to God saying, “Your people are consecrated and prepared to hear you speak. We’re ready.”

But, let’s not quickly pass over God’s preparation of the mountain to heighten the anticipation and expectation that what He is about to say needs our total and undivided attention.

This reminds me of some occasions when I think I have something pretty important to say but the person or persons I’m addressing, the people I’m wanting to tell this very important information, are preoccupied with something else. I want them to stop what they are doing and turn their face in my direction and open their ears to my words. Multi-tasking multiple voices is hardly a way of paying attention to one’s words.
God was preparing His people to have a single focus to their attention and that was to be on His voice.

So, the people are prepared. The mountain is prepared and now the Lord descends to the top of Mount Sinai and calls Moses to join Him at the top. We now have Moses’ third trek up Mount Sinai at the end of verse 20.

20 The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up . . .
No sooner had Moses made it up to the top that God started to give Moses instructions of whom to speak with when he went back down. And it’s a repeat of previous instructions to others. Consecrate yourselves. Remember the mountain is off limits during this time. The consequence for disregarding these conditions is that the Lord will break out against the violators. I take that to mean they will die.
20 The Lord descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the Lord said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the Lord and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will break out against them.” 
Now at verse 23 I’m amazed at Moses’ bold response to the Lord’s telling him to again warn the people that they must not force their way through to see the Lord. It feels like he’s arguing with God.

23 Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because You yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’ ” 
Moses is saying, “Lord, it’s unthinkable that the people would come up. They can’t come up. You put limits around the mountain. It’s holy. It simply can’t happen.

But how realistic is Moses’ assessment of the follow-through of these people? Does he not get it when it comes to our inborn sin nature? He will learn more about it as the days go on.
And before Moses heads down the mountain for the third time, God gives Moses two more assignments.

24 The Lord replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the Lord, or He will break out against them.” 
25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.
Now, one could imagine that Moses has now assembled all the people at the foot of the mountain. They are consecrated to the Lord. They are prepared to hear the Lord speak. They are aware of the dangers of making a move toward God by stepping one foot on the mountain. Then in Exodus 20 we read:

Exodus 20:1 (NIV) 
1 And God spoke all these words: 
And what follows are the Ten Commandments, spoken so the people heard them.

As soon as God finishes speaking the Ten Commandments, we are again reminded of the way God has prepared the setting, how He prepared the mountain and the people. And, we see the impact the combination had on the people. It was nearly devastating.
Exodus 20:18-20 (NIV) 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 
God is making it clear to us that we are to receive His commandments, all of them, in the fear of the Lord. And in this particular case God is focusing on the Ten Commandments. And indeed they heard them in the fear of the Lord. 
Folks, God wants to be taken seriously. God wants no half-hearted listeners when He speaks. He wants wholly devoted listeners. He wants to be heard. And, He wants to be obeyed.

Bring on the thunder. Strike up the lightning. Blow the trumpet. Stoke the furnace for more smoke. Let us all tremble with fear. For the Lord speaks and He expects to be taken seriously. He carves out Laws that will order our lives for His honor and for His glory. When He speaks them to us He expects them to be heard by our ears and our hearts. The Lord speaks and He expects His commands to be obeyed so that His glory would be seen in His children both individually and as a community.
I say this: tremble with the fear of God shaking you like the sound of the bass that vibrates the ground on which you stand. Tremble with the fear of God startling you like the flash of a bolt of lighting on a stormy night. Tremble with the fear of God shocking you with the blast of the trumpet playing much too loud. Tremble with the fear of God making you want to put some distance between Him and you for fear that you will die. 
That is how we must receive God’s commands and instructions. For God expects to be taken seriously. God expects to be heard. God expects to be obeyed. Will you respond with resolve and humility as did the people of Israel on that day the Law was given? “We will do everything the Lord has said.”
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