Sermon Text: Proverbs 8:22-36, Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, and Job 19:23-27

The Bible says: The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus.

By Pastor Micah Adamson January 30, 2011

We are approaching the middle of our overview of the whole Bible this school year. We are beginning to reap the rewards of knowing the rest of the story up to this point: I can paraphrase Acts 26:26-27 about you: “[You are] familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to [you]. I am convinced that none of this has escaped [your] notice… do you believe the prophets? I know you do.”
Because we have covered them together, I trust that you are familiar with the stories of:

Genesis

The creation
The fall into sin
The flood
The nations divided at the tower of Babel

God choosing one nation through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
God saving his people through Joseph by taking them to Egypt
Exodus – Deuteronomy
Four hundred years of slavery in Egypt
God saving his people through Moses by taking them out of Egypt
The giving of the law
The wandering in the desert
Joshua

The conquest of Canaan
Judges – 1 Samuel

The judges
1 Samuel - Esther

The united kingdom of Israel under Saul, David, and Solomon

The divided northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah

The exile of the northern kingdom by the Assyrians

The exile of the southern kingdom by the Babylonians then conquered by the Persians

The return from exile to rebuild the temple and the wall around the city of Jerusalem

The only things we haven’t covered together from the Old Testament are:

Job – Song of Solomon 

The Poetic books of Wisdom and Song

Isaiah – Malachi

The Prophetic books warning of judgment and promising a greater salvation than every before
Today we will be covering the wisdom literature of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes written mostly by Solomon during the period of the united kingdom of Israel, and Job which was probably written or at least edited by Moses during the wandering in the wilderness and telling a story that happened sometime before God spoke to Abraham. I’m going to deal with these books logically, rather than chronologically, starting with Proverbs and ending with Job. 

· Proverbs states the general principle of wisdom
· Ecclesiastes brings an objection to this principle
· Job exposes a dilemma caused by this principle
Proverbs
We often treat the Bible as if each verses were a short pithy saying which stands and its own and has been shuffled and compiled in the Bible in a fairly random order. Proverbs 10-29 are the closest to this approach that you will find in the Bible. So, it’s probably safer to pull a verse out of context and apply it directly to your life from Proverbs than anywhere else in the Bible, but there are still some cautions:
1. Proverbs does have a logical order and an outline: 

· Proverbs 1-9 – An argument for the value of wisdom

· Proverbs 10-29 – Wise sayings written or collected by Solomon

· Proverbs 30-31 – Three odes to wisdom written by other wise men
2. Wisdom in Proverbs is not just good ideas that people have, but wisdom is an attribute of God.
3. Jesus is the true wise man who is wiser than Solomon and is even described as wisdom incarnate.
Proverbs 8:22-36 – (Listen for creation language as people who know Genesis 1.)
Wisdom’s credentials from the past:
Proverbs 8:22-31

22     “The Lord brought me forth [or possessed me] (ESV, KJV, NASB) as the first of his works,
before his deeds of old; 
23     I was appointed from eternity, 
from the beginning, before the world began. 
24     When there were no oceans, I was given birth [or brought forth] (ESV, KJV, NASB), 
when there were no springs abounding with water; 
25     before the mountains were settled in place, 
before the hills, I was given birth, 
26     before he made the earth or its fields 
or any of the dust of the world. 
27     I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 
28     when he established the clouds above 
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
29     when he gave the sea its boundary 
so the waters would not overstep his command, 
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
30     Then I was the craftsman at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
rejoicing always in his presence, 
31     rejoicing in his whole world 
and delighting in mankind. 
Wisdom’s promise for the future:

Proverbs 8:32-36

32     “Now then, my sons, listen to me; 
blessed are those who keep my ways. 
33     Listen to my instruction and be wise; 
do not ignore it. 
34     Blessed is the man who listens to me, 
watching daily at my doors, 
waiting at my doorway. 
35     For whoever finds me finds life 
and receives favor from the Lord. 
36     But whoever fails to find me harms himself; 
all who hate me love death.” 

Word pictures:
Genesis connections: beginning = Genesis, world, earth, oceans, mountains, dust, horizon, clouds, sea, boundaries for water, foundations of the earth, day after day, mankind, delighting and rejoicing in creation

Proverbs 8:1 and 9:1 Wisdom = I (the speaker) personification, a woman and a desirable woman at that

Biblical personification example: Sin personified in Genesis 4:7 “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it”
Modern personification examples: Songs “Where are you Christmas?” and “Christmas don’t be late”
Wisdom has a house: doors, doorway
God brought forth and gave birth to wisdom = created or displayed

Wisdom is a craftsman at God’s side = the agent of creation
Was there a time when God was without wisdom? Did God ever create wisdom? Is wisdom apart from God?

Proverbs 8 is a literary personification of wisdom. Jesus really is wisdom incarnate.
Jesus is true Wisdom – 
John 1:1-4 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”
1 Corinthians 1:24 “but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
Colossians 1:16 and 2:2b-3 “in “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him… in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Jesus is the true Wiseman –
1 Kings 4:31 “[Solomon] was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations.”
Matthew 12:42 “The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.” 
The Proverbs Principle – God made the world and set things up so that generally when you do what’s right, good things will happen to you.

There are too many examples of this “if-then” statement in Proverbs to quote, please read it for more examples.
Proverbs 8:35 – If you find wisdom (good thing) it will lead to life and favor from God (good thing).

Proverbs 8:36 – If you hate/avoid wisdom (bad thing)   it will lead to harm and death (bad thing).

The wages of sin in Proverbs and Romans:

Proverbs 10:16 “The wages of the righteous bring them life, but the income of the wicked brings them punishment.”
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Some hints at complexity even in Proverbs – 

Proverbs 6:10-11 Does laziness cause poverty? “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.”
Proverbs 28:6 Or not? “Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways are perverse.”
Apparent implications of the Proverbs Principle:
· People should be able to judge between right and wrong just by using our brains
· The wisest and most righteous person should also be the wealthiest person
(as Solomon was according to 1 Kings 3:11-13 and 1 Kings 10:21 and 27)
Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes 1 – Solomon states the problem that life and wisdom are meaningless
Ecclesiastes 1-4 – Solomon illustrates what he means that life and wisdom are meaningless
Ecclesiastes 5-11 – Solomon describes how he worked on resolving this problem
Ecclesiastes 12 – Solomon concludes that the solution to the meaninglessness of life is to trust God
Solomon was the wisest and richest man in the world, but he wasn’t happy. 

So, he tried to stop living by wisdom for a while but he still wasn’t happy.
He concluded that doing what’s right does make you happier by comparison.

The Ecclesiastes Objection – Sometimes when you do what’s right and good things happen to you, it doesn’t make you happy.

Cause of the objection: No matter how many good things happen to you, the same bad thing happens to everyone; we all die. Therefore, wisdom and all of life is meaningless.

Ecclesiastes 12:1-8
The statement of the problem with life
1     Remember your Creator 
in the days of your youth, 
before the days of trouble come 
and the years approach when you will say, 
“I find no pleasure in them”— 
2     before the sun and the light 
and the moon and the stars grow dark, 
and the clouds return after the rain; 
3     when the keepers of the house tremble, 
and the strong men stoop, 
when the grinders cease because they are few, 
and those looking through the windows grow dim; 
4     when the doors to the street are closed 
and the sound of grinding fades; 
when men rise up at the sound of birds, 
but all their songs grow faint; 
5     when men are afraid of heights 
and of dangers in the streets; 
when the almond tree blossoms 
and the grasshopper drags himself along 
and desire no longer is stirred. 
Then man goes to his eternal home 
and mourners go about the streets. 

6     Remember him—before the silver cord is severed, 
or the golden bowl is broken; 
before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, 
or the wheel broken at the well, 
7     and the dust returns to the ground it came from, 
and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

The final problem
8     “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.
“Everything is meaningless!” 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14
The Conclusion of the Matter
9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote was upright and true. 
11 The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one Shepherd. 12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. 
Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. 

The final solution:
13     Now all has been heard; 
here is the conclusion of the matter: 
Fear God and keep his commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man. 
14     For God will bring every deed into judgment, 
including every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or evil.
Word pictures:
Days and years of trouble as opposed to youth = old age
Sun, light, moon, and stars are dark, always clouds, windows are dim = eyesight
Trembling and stooping, dragging along like a grasshopper = body
Fear of small heights and even going into streets = strength
Too few grinders so grinding stops and appetites cease, and the doors of the house close = teeth
Almond blossom turns white = hair
Sounds and songs fade = hearing
But the sounds that remain bother you and you can’t rest = sleep
Man goes to his permanent home and everyone morns = death
Lamp in a golden bowl held by a silver cord breaks and the light goes out = life is light
Pitcher and water wheel breaking and water spilling out = water is life
Both the dust and the breath God created us from are gone = Genesis 2:7
· Some people think that Ecclesiastes is too depressing and doesn’t belong in the Bible.
Apocryphal Wisdom Literature Solution: You can be happy on your own if you are wise enough Vs.
Ecclesiastes’ Solution: Trust God as the true judge of value!
· Ecclesiastes is true to life and conforms to reality unlike other wisdom literature which makes the general Proverbs principle absolutely applicable in every situation.

Apparent implications of the Proverbs Principle Re-examined:
· People should be able to judge between right and wrong just by using our brains

(Solomon tried to judge good and evil for himself but in the end he concluded that only God could judge correctly. Even the wisest person who ever lived was not wise enough to be right all the time.)
· The wisest and most righteous person on earth should also be the wealthiest person.
Job

Job was righteous (wise) and the richest man in the East according to Job 1:1-3 which is what you would expect based on the Proverbs principle: “In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East.”
Job 1 – Introduction: God is the judge, Satan is the accuser, Job is accused of only serving God for God’s blessings and a series of test is proposed to see if Job will still do what’s right even if he doesn’t get good things for doing it.
Job 1      – Test 1: Job loses all of this stuff and his children but does not do what’s wrong.
Job 2-3   – Test 2: Job loses his health and the support of his wife but does not do what’s wrong.
Job 4-37 – Test 3: Job loses the support of his friends but does not do what’s wrong… except that he borders on doubting that God is really a good judge.
Job 4-14   – Conversation 1: Eliphaz, Job, Bildad, Job, Zophar, Job
Job 15-21 – Conversation 2: Eliphaz, Job, Bildad, Job, Zophar, Job

Job 22-31 – Conversation 3: Eliphaz, Job, Bildad, Job, Zophar, Job

Job 32-41 – Monologue: Eliju (God), Job, Eliju-God, Job, God, Job
Job 42 – Conclusion: God rebukes Job’s friends and gives Job new stuff/children so that we will hear his story.
Job’s Friends:

Eliphaz – Speaks from personal spiritual experience and the common wisdom of the day.

Bildad (the Shuhite) – Speaks as a scholar and expresses the ancient traditional wisdom of the past.

Zophar – Speaks simply and straightforwardly but believes himself to be very wise.

Eliju – Speaks as a friend and on behalf of God with a seamless transition between Eliju and God.

Job 19:23-27
Preserve my words for eternity
23     “Oh, that my words were recorded, 
that they were written on a scroll, 
24     that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 
or engraved in rock forever! 

Because God will answer at the end of time
25     I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
26     And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27     I myself will see him 
with my own eyes—I, and not another. 
How my heart yearns within me! 
Word pictures:

God = judge

Satan = accuser (this was a final Jeopardy answer this week that you only know from the footnote of Job 1:6.)
Job = accused

Unknown (Jesus) = defender, advocate, council, friend, rescuer, savior, redeemer

Words: written on a scroll, inscribed with an iron tool on lead, engraved in rock forever
“Stand on the earth” = “Stand on my grave” where my case is recorded on my tombstone
The Job Dilemma – Sometimes when you do what’s right, bad things happen to you.
Job’s Friends’ logic – Major premise: 
Only good things happen to good people.

Minor premise: 
Good things don’t happen to Job.

Conclusion: 

Job is not a good person.

Jesus’ objections to Job’s friends’ logic used by his disciples – 

John 9:1-3 “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.’”
Luke 13:1-3 “Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, ‘Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.’” 
Matthew 19:23-26 “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven…’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, ‘Who then can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’
Job’s logic – 
Major premise: 
God is good and always does what is just.
Minor Premise: 
Things don’t appear to be just in my life.
Conclusion: God will personally make things right even if he has to do it outside of my lifetime.
Job’s Solution: Look to Jesus!

We have a major advantage over Job since we have the reset of the Bible, especially the New Testament which explains Jesus in detail (Luke 24:27 and 44, Acts 3:24, Romans 16:25, Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:26 and 2 Peter 1:12, 19).
Job correctly deduced most of the apostles creed including: the incarnation, the final judgment, and the resurrection of the dead, hundreds or thousands of years before Genesis was even written based solely on God’s goodness!
Apparent implications of the Proverbs Principle Re-examined:
· People should be able to judge between right and wrong just by using our brains

(Solomon tried to judge good and evil for himself but in the end he concluded that only God could judge. Even the wisest person who ever lived was not wise enough to be right all the time.)
· The wisest and most righteous person should also be the wealthiest person
(Job and Jesus both lost everything through no fault of their own, but God will make things right in the end as the perfectly just judge.)

As a wise person once said: “These are very different books, but they all point us in the same direction.”
· Jesus looks like he defies Proverbs logic, as nothing bad should ever have happened to a perfectly good person. But, by Jesus’ death and resurrection, he removes wages of sin and gives us the free gift of eternal life based on the basis of the wages he earned by his perfect righteousness (Proverbs 10:16 and Romans 6:23).
· Jesus fulfills Ecclesiastes deepest desire by having a happy ending instead of just a happy middle and gives us the hope of the same happy ending (Romans 6:5).
· Like Job, nothing bad was able to stick to Jesus in the end. Jesus will fulfill Job’s confidence that God will raise us from the dead and He will right all wrongs as the perfect Judge (Acts 2:24, 1 Peter 4:5, and 1 Thessalonians 4:16).
The Bible says: The only way to make sense out of pain and pleasure is to trust God and look to Jesus.

