Sunday, February 27, 2011
“Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible while Being the Body of Christ together!”
The Bible says: Our new birth in Christ gives us a living hope and an eternal inheritance!
1 Peter 1:1-5
3  . . . In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:3b NIV

--------------
Sub-title: Our New Birth According To Peter

In addition to learning more about our new birth in Christ by looking at Peter’s first letter, I would like this study of 1 Peter 1 to prepare us to hear Don Carson more clearly as he instructs us about our new birth in Christ from the perspective of John’s Gospel, chapter 3. In other words, in the second half of our morning together today, we will be hearing Don Carson explain what he understands Jesus to mean by being born again as presented to us in John’s Gospel.

So, I invite you to open your Bibles to 1 Peter 1. As is common of New Testament letters, we are immediately made aware of the author’s identity. It’s much like letterhead from a business mailing. To start his letter, Peter simply states his name and rank.
1 Peter 1:1 (NIV) 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

With this information we can gather a ton more data on who the author of this letter is and what he has done. For instance, in John’s Gospel we are first introduced to Peter as being the brother of Andrew, who was a disciple of John the Baptist before becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ.
John 1:35-42 (NIV) 35 The next day John (the Baptist) was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are You staying?”
39 “Come,” He replied, “and you will see.” 
So they went and saw where He was staying, and spent that day with Him. It was about the tenth hour. 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter). 
Now that’s quite a way to start a relationship with Jesus – immediately being given a nickname - Simon Peter, or Simon the rock. Or, just Simon Rock. The power of our names can shape us by giving us an identity. We can imagine that as Peter understood more about who Jesus was, the name he was given by Jesus took on even more meaning for him.

And it only takes us to continue reading in Peter’s letter to become suspicious that this nickname that Jesus game him played into his understanding, not only of what he had become in Christ, but what all Christians become. In chapter 2, Peter speaks of our coming to Jesus as the living stone and that we, too, are like living stones.

1 Peter 2:4-7 (NIV) 4 As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. 
Is it possible that the seed for this concept was sown in Peter’s heart on the day of his first meeting Jesus, when Jesus gave him the nickname, Cephas, meaning, stone or rock?

Further, we soon discover the prominent role that Peter plays among the other disciples of Jesus simply by the way the Gospel writers list their names. There are four disciples that get the most attention; Peter, James, John and Andrew. Of those four, Peter, James and John get an even greater amount of attention. And most often, Peter is listed first.

Matthew 10:2-4 (NIV) 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. 
Matthew 17:1 (NIV) 1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, we see not only the three who formed the inner circle of disciples around Jesus, but we learn of the target audiences for their ministries in relation to that of Paul and Barnabas. Again, this is Paul writing.
Galatians 2:8-9 (NIV) 8 For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. 
Since I want us to be able to compare and contrast Peter and John’s understanding or teaching on our new birth, I thought it to be instructive to see that they were equally close to Jesus and were probably privy to all the same teaching that Jesus gave. Peter and John had been teammates for at least 3 years.
Now in this letter entitled 1 Peter, Peter identifies himself as the author. Then he says he’s an apostle of Jesus Christ. But, before he became an apostle, he was a student or disciple of Jesus Christ. It was at a later date that he was commissioned by Jesus to be an apostle, to be sent to the Jews on a mission of preaching the kingdom of God. Apostles were sent, like missionaries, by Jesus to represent Him and to preach the gospel of the kingdom of God.
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Then we learn to whom Peter wrote his letter. 1 Peter 1:1 (NIV) To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,
Our first understanding of who Peter’s audience is would be the Jewish Christians who had been scattered throughout what we know of today as Turkey. You can see from the map that the names listed are regions or provinces of Asia Minor. As Christians living among unbelievers in Jesus, even people who are hostile to Jesus, it is not hard to understand that these Christians would see themselves, and in reality be, strangers in the world.

For Peter to recognize this about his audience and write this letter to them and for them, it strongly suggests that Peter is operating from the perspective of a pastor, a shepherd who cares deeply for his sheep. I believe this to be true, thus fulfilling another commission Peter received from Jesus following our Lord’s resurrection. The story is found in …

John 21:15-17 (NIV) 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love Me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “You know that I love You.” 
Jesus said, “Feed My lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love Me?” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of My sheep.” 
17 The third time He said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” 
Jesus said, “Feed My sheep. 
Scattered sheep who were strangers in the world, who were persecuted for being followers of Jesus, needed the care and instruction of a tender shepherd. And Simon Peter filled that role with these Jewish believers all throughout Asia Minor by writing them this letter. 

But, it must be said, Peter’s letter of instruction and encouragement is for all Christians everywhere, even for us today. In chapter 2, Peter doesn’t just speak of them as being strangers but tells them to live as strangers here on this planet. He essentially commands them to live as strangers.
1 Peter 2:17 (NIV) 17 Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 
In other words, they are strangers in Asia Minor, not primarily because they live among hostile people, not merely by circumstance, but because they are children of a new Father and their home is now with Him. This world is no longer their home. Heaven is their home. And this is true for us, as well. We, too are to live our lives here on earth as strangers, always remembering where our real home is located.

I would now like to draw attention to three themes that are introduced here in the first 7 verses of 1 Peter 1 that show up again and again throughout this letter. The themes Salvation, Hope and Suffering are directly related to what Peter understands our new birth in Christ to mean.
As I read the following 7 verses, see if you can spot verses that connect to these three themes.

Salvation, Hope and Suffering

1 Peter 1:1-7 (NIV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
1. Salvation
What does Peter mean when he speaks of us as Christians having a new birth (1:3) or having been born again (1:23) or being like newborn babies (2:2)? Let me expand our theme of salvation to include these four words: Selected, Sprinkled, Sanctified, and Salvation
Selected: Surely our new birth in Christ originates with God. 1 . . . , To God’s elect, . . . . Peter enlarges our understanding of election in verse 2. 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 
Our new birth in Christ originates with God. And His selection of us involves a belonging to Him and His people and a purpose for belonging.
1 Peter 2:9-10 (NIV) 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Sprinkled: Our new birth is made possible only by the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross.

1 Peter 1:2, 3 (NIV) 2 . . .  for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood:
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
1 Peter 2:24-25 (NIV) 24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
Sanctified: Our new birth is further made possible by the sanctifying work of the Spirit. In other words, all three persons of the Triune God are involved in our salvation, in our new birth.

1 Peter 1:2 (NIV) 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit,
1 Peter 3:15 & 18 speak of our cooperation with the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, where we are exhorted to “set apart Christ as Lord in our hearts.” Further we see that our new birth is very much a sanctifying work, moving us from unrighteousness to righteousness, from apart from God to bringing us to God.
1 Peter 3:15 & 18 (NIV) 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.

18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,
Salvation: We cannot speak of salvation without an understanding of our need for it. One would hardly send out a search and rescue unit if no one was lost. When we come to agree with God’s dire assessment of our predicament because of sin, we see that our situation is desperate and fatal – oh, that’s eternally fatal, folks. Nothing temporary about it.
1 Peter 3:18-22 cites Noah as an illustration to help us understand our salvation. If you wanted to be saved from the flood, you had to get into the ark.
1 Peter 3:18-22 (NIV) 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to Him. 
Because of sin, we need a Savior who will search for us and rescue us. Jesus is that Savior and His rescue takes us out of the death we have in sin and places us into new life in Himself. This is the new birth.
In chapter 4, Peter says the obvious. 1 Peter 4:3 (NIV) 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.
No folks, we need to be rescued from our eternally lost predicament and only the searching Savior Jesus Christ, who is sent by the loving Father, can find us and only the Spirit of God can birth new life in us.

Selected, Sprinkled, Sanctified, and Salvation. This is how we are born again from Peter’s perspective.
2. Our second theme in 1 Peter is Hope.
Peter makes a strong opening statement about hope as it relates to our new birth. 
1 Peter 1:3-5 (NIV) 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
Very quickly, three words: Hope, Heritage, Heaven
First, Hope. 1 Peter 1:3 (NIV) In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Where is that hope? It is in the grace to be given us when Jesus Christ is revealed.
1 Peter 1:13 (NIV) 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.
This hope grows out of the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because God raised Jesus from the dead and glorified Him, our faith and our hope reside in God.

1 Peter 1:21 (NIV) 21 Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
Second, Heritage. Our new birth establishes us 4 . . . into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—
Indeed, grace is part of the inheritance waiting for us in heaven?

1 Peter 1:13 (NIV) 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.
Third, Heaven. There’s a destination to our hope. It will be in the presence of our Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

1 Peter 1:4-5 (NIV) 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 3:21-22 (NIV) 21 . . .. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to Him.
Our conversation about suffering in relationship to our new birth will have to wait until next week. Let me simply say, suffering appears to be the refining fire that proves our faith to be genuine, the faith that is our response of trust in Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV) 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Our new birth from Peter’s perspective involves an interweving of Salvation, Hope and Suffering as we move towards the day of Christ’s ultimate revealing.

If you have not come to the place of understanding that you are in need of being rescued by our Savior Jesus Christ, I urge you to plead with Him earnestly to make it known to you today that you desperately need Him to be your Savior.

If you have lost sight of the hope that belongs to you as one who has been rescued, if you have placed your hope on earthly treasures and earthly accomplishments but seldom think about setting your hope fully on the grace that will be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed, I plead with you to take Peter exhortation seriously today. “Prepare you mind for action. Be self controlled. Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

If you are so afraid of suffering for being identified with Jesus Christ that you have silenced your voice about the greatest good news in the universe, I urge you to remind yourself again that Jesus Christ suffered in His body for you so that you could be done with sin and evil human desires and be fully given to the will of God. Ask God to help you rejoice when He invites you to participate in His sufferings, even as you await the revealing of His glory.

