Sunday, March 20th, 2011 –20th Anniversary Celebration Sunday

“Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible while Being the Body of Christ together!”
The Bible says: The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (Eternal life)!

1 Peter 1:8-9
8 . . ., you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  1 Peter 1:8-9 NIV

Over the course of the past few weeks, we have deliberately moved through the first 7 verses of 1 Peter 1 to examine what Peter understands our new birth in Christ to mean for us. In his introduction we learn that he gives his audience a unique trilogy of identities. To start with, he calls them elect, but then calls them strangers and scattered ones. But after we understand what happens to a person who is given new birth in Christ, these identities don’t seem so out of place. For when our Father comes from a different country, as in heaven, it makes sense that we, too, would be foreigners in the land we are presently living.

We also discovered in the introduction that if we are included in this same group of God’s elect, that we, too, are chosen by the Father through the “setting apart” work of the Holy Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ and for cleansing by His blood.

Then in 3 short verses, Peter paints an overall picture of what our new birth looks like. And it all starts with the great mercy of God.

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In His great mercy
He has given us

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
	Inheritance 
	Salvation – Your life in heaven

	(The bridge between now and eternity)

Hope, Faith/Believe, Joy

	Your life on earth
	New Birth

	
	
	

	Christ’s Cross & Resurrection
	
	Our Earthly Death & Resurrection


It is this picture of our new birth that gives us reason to rejoice and maintain hope while we suffer through trials here on this earth.

6 In this you greatly rejoice, 

We can greatly rejoice because of God’s great mercy towards us. God’s mercy, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is the source of our new birth, our living hope, our inheritence, our protection and our salvation that will be revealed in the last time as well as the salvation we are experiencing right now. George Ladd calls this “the already and the not yet.” We are being saved and we will be saved. We are experiencing salvation now as we await our complete salvation.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
A genuine faith in Jesus Christ is made strong by suffering through real trials which leads us into the joy of our future salvation now.

It may be a nice feeling, or the desire for a nice feeling, that would lead us to want to minimize, maybe even remove, the subject of suffering from the conversation about Christian living. Trials and suffering are not comfortable subjects to have conversations about. For one thing, they seem to be distributed among any given population in a rather unfair proportion. Even within one’s family, not all members suffer equally. There is much mystery to the problem of suffering as well as much misunderstanding. Furthermore, to embrace trials and suffering as an integral part of our walk with Christ on this earth doesn’t fit with the popular notion that the Christian life is the life of Riley.

Well, saying that phrase opens up the question, what does that exactly mean? I understand the phrase “the life of Riley” to mean "a life of prosperity and happiness, possibly living off the fat of the land or someone else's money". It’s a life of ease. It’s a life equal to a long, carefree vacation – maybe even what lots of people hope their retirement years will be like.

It’s nice to think that our Christian life would be like the life of Riley. But, to hold that notion doesn’t square with reality, nor does it fit Peter’s description of our calling to live our lives here on earth as strangers in reverent fear (1:17).

However, the positively good news in this conversation is that though our walk with Christ will take us through fire and waters that are intense and deep, Peter tells us that there are at least three possessions those trials will not strip us of. (1:6) We will not be stripped of our hope that we will eventually be freed from our sufferings, if not very soon. (1:7) We will not be stripped of our intimate relationship with Christ. And third, (1:8-9) we will not be stripped of a deep and expansive joy that is not just waiting for us at the end of our suffering but is a companion with us in our suffering.
One doesn’t have to be a Christian to recognize that how we look at suffering makes a huge difference in how we travel through this life. The theatrical world has identified what I would consider to be pointers to a much greater hope, a lasting hope that we have in Christ. Though they fall short of getting us to our ultimate hope while enduring suffering, I believe they have discovered in comedy what the Gospel delivers far more richly and eternally.

Here is Frank Pitman from his book, Turning Tragedy Into Comedy. “In comedy, predicaments are portrayed as having no way out. There is no hope. But things change just in the "nick" of time - often due to the flexibility (intentional or unintentional) of the hero's character. Adapted from Turning Tragedy Into Comedy, Frank Pitman, The Family Therapy Networker, Nov. - Dec., 1995
He then goes on to distinguish between tragedy and comedy, strongly suggesting that comedy has a redeeming perspective on life. Again, this falls far short of the fullness of the Gospel, but it does give us points of connection to share the Gospel with people who are looking for lasting and eternal hope.

This is how Pitman identifies Tragedy: We feel; We’re unique; We strive for the ideal; We despair the human condition; We can’t change; We’re crippled for life; God punishes us; It’s someone else’s fault; We die! That’s the tragic life.

Then this is how Pitman identifies Comedy: We think; We’re like everyone else; We accept the real; We celebrate our humanness; We change in the nick of time; We learn from life; Other people humble us; We asked for it; We live! Adapted from Turning Tragedy Into Comedy, Frank Pitman, The Family Therapy Networker, Nov. - Dec., 1995
You see, without Christ, this whole world is living a tragedy. But, at just the right time, in the nick of time, God sent His Son to give us a new life full of hope and the promise of eternal life with Him. Paul describes it this way:

Romans 5:1-6 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
As we now move into verses 8 & 9 of 1 Peter 1, there is a sense of culmination to Peter’s argument. God has given us a multi-faceted new birth (1:3-5) which leads us to rejoice even while suffering (1:6). That suffering refines our faith which proves our faith to be genuine, a faith even more strongly attached to the day of Christ’s revealing (1:7). This same faith that “looks” with hope to the promise of the future in and with Christ comes separated from or apart from “seeing” Christ with our physical eyes. It appears that Peter is saying that when our faith and hope in Christ combine with our love for Christ, God places us into the deep waters of His joy (1:8-9). It is in fully trusting Christ that we are most immersed in His joy.

8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him
This is faith. It is entering into a relationship without all the guarantees but counting on the promises. It’s responding to God’s overture of love towards us. He first loves us and we respond to that love. So it’s a relationship that starts with a level of trust and builds on that trust. There may be an absence of physical sight but not an absence of communication. Even without the revelation of God’s word to us, it’s not hard to extrapolate that our Creator must also be compassionate. We do see the evidence of the hand of God when we look at the works of His hands. We believe in the existence of God based on the testimonies He gives us that we can see, including all the tangibles with regard to Christ having walked on this earth, the eye witnesses who have left their testimonies. So, just because we are lacking a measure of physical sight, we have been given much evidence on which to place our trust.

It’s looking ahead to next week’s text, but we cannot overlook the role of the Holy Spirit in assisting in the birth of faith in our hearts. We could liken the Holy Spirit to a mid-wife in our coming to receive new birth from God. From verse 12, Peter speaks of those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. In other words, the gospel, the message of good news in Jesus Christ as our Redeemer, Rescuer, Savior, Lord and King, is communicated to our hearts, not simply through our physical ears and into our minds, but is carried and transported into the depths of our soul where God’s Spirit communicates with our spirit and there is a ring of authenticity that is sounded within us.

And so we continue our journey with Christ with an even greater amount of trust. Our relationship with Christ grows one layer of trust upon another. And, I think what we’ve already seen in this first chapter is that trials play a significant role in adding those new layers of trust that comprise our present faith in Christ.
8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him
Clearly, Peter is speaking to those who have been born again. These people have entered into newness of life by believing in the Christ who was brought back from the dead through the resurrection. That same inner transforming power that raised Christ from the dead is at work in our lives transforming us. It’s the work of God’s Holy Spirit using God’s Word to transform us into the likeness of God’s Son. And these people to whom Peter wrote, by faith were obeying Christ and seeing the transformation the Spirit was bringing to pass in their lives.

One of the strongest and most powerful evidences of their transformed life was the deep and abiding joy they experienced, even through the trials of life.

Peter said, you . . . are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
This can be none other than the work of the Holy Spirit who keeps our focus on the inheritance that is ours, being kept in heaven for us, an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. To be filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy is evidence that we have confidence that salvation awaits us when we are called home to our heavenly Father.

Because of our present union with Christ, with the living Savior who is now our reigning King in heaven, who resides in us through His Holy Spirit, because of His abiding presence, we are right now receiving the goal of our faith, the salvation of our souls. The future has invaded the present through the redeeming, resurrected and ascended Savior who has given us His Holy Spirit now as a down payment for the inheritance that awaits us in heaven. 

When we see where all of this is headed, we can get through the messes we have to experience here on earth. David Bryant calls this living in “anticipatory discipleship where we obey Christ in anticipation of all that is to come, seeking to grow a life of obedience and passion for Him that is fully compatible with all God has promised us in the unending reign of His Son. Thus, we should do so anticipating increased measures of His sovereign grace at every turn.”

“God invites us to enjoy firstfruits of His reign. He intends for us to delight in how the Spirit causes Christ’s supremacy to invade our daily routines, Christian fellowship, times of worship, or gospel missions at home and abroad.”

It is this anticipation of our future and the tasting now of God’s firstfruits that immerses us in the ocean of God’s deep, deep love and mercy causing us to be filled with inexpressible and glorious joy.

8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
I have a future all sublime

By Nils Frykman

I have a future all sublime,

Beyond the realms of space and time,

Where my Redeemer I shall see,

And sorrow nevermore shall be.

A precious heritage is mine;

’Tis kept above by love divine;

And while I tarry here below,

He gives me what is best, I know.

O, God be praised, He planned for me;

From anxious care I’m spared and free;

He bids me cast on Him my care—

What then remains for me to bear?

Sweet peace within my soul doth dwell;

With joy I sing: “Now all is well,”

He leads me safely by His hand

Until I reach the Glory Land.

O precious Savior, teach Thou me

To live my life more true to Thee

The little while I yet must roam

Before I reach my heav’nly home.
� David Bryant, Christ is All, p.55


� David Bryant, Christ is All, p.57





