Sunday, March 27th, 2011
“Acquiring a Handle on the Entire Bible while Being the Body of Christ together!”
The Bible says: The Old Testament prophets help explain Christ’s suffering and death!

1 Peter 1:10-12
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

1 Peter 1:10-12 NIV

Today we think together about the theme: The God who dies – And lives again. Don Carson will be teaching a powerful lesson on that subject from Matthew 27 during our second half together this morning. You really don’t want to miss it. In this half, we turn our attention to three verses from 1 Peter 1, which also focus on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here are those verses:

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 
And here’s my question: Why does Peter included verses 10-12 in chapter 1? That may seem like an odd question, as if I’m challenging Peter about his purpose and choice to included these three verses in his letter. But, I ask this question in all seriousness, not because I don’t think those verses belong, but at first read, I’m not sure I could tell you why Peter included them. So, I ask the question to find the answer, not to build a case for their exclusion.

Here’s my quick overview of the first 16 verses of 1 Peter 1. I think this will be key to getting an answer to my question. 

After giving a preview of at least his first chapter in verse 2 by stating that the full God-head, Father, Son and Holy Spirit are at work in the salvation of sinners, he then expands on the role of each member of the God-head in verses 3 through 16. It’s like Peter gives us his outline for chapter 1 in verse 2.

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: 

Three words outline the chapter: 1. Chosen, 2. Sanctified and 3. Obedience. That outline is expanded to 1. Chosen by God, 2. Sanctified by the Holy Spirit for 3. Obedience to Jesus Christ.

As we pay closer attention to verses 3 through 16, we see that those verses follow that outline. Here is how our outline is expanded further:

1. We are chosen by God to be given a new birth which is our salvation now and for eternity (vv.3-5)

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

2. We are sanctified by the Holy Spirit through the refining of our faith by trials that gives us salvation by grace so that we serve others by preaching to them the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit (vv.6-12)

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 
3. Our being chosen and sanctified is for the purpose of our obedience to Jesus Christ and the cleansing of our lives by His blood so that our actions are deliberately honoring to Jesus Christ and mindful of the grace that will be given to us (vv.13-16).

13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Our focus this morning is on Peter’s inclusion of verses 10, 11 and 12. Those verses are found in the second part of the outline I have identified as “Sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” This section includes verses 6-12. This context, therefore, plays a huge role in helping us understand why Peter included verses 10-12.

I have summarized verses 6-9 this way: We are sanctified by the Holy Spirit through the refining of our faith by trials that gives us (the goal of our faith, the) salvation (of our souls) by grace. Peter helps us see that trials in this life play a significant role in the development and maturity of our faith in God the Father. When we believe that our sovereign God is overseeing all aspects of our lives and providing for us His grace so that our faith gets stronger and is not destroyed by our trials, then we begin to see our lives from God’s perspective and realize where He is leading us, to a grand and joyful eternity with Him.
So, at first appearances, this section regarding the sanctifying work of the Spirit, verse 9 could easily conclude this section and we could move right on to the “therefore” in verse 13 where Peter gives us the reason, the purpose, for being chosen by God and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
From this perspective, we could view verses 10-12 as an addendum, a nice historical rabbit trail that tells us about how the Old Testament prophets had a hard time figuring out the time and circumstances regarding the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
But, could it be more than a mere interlude with some most interesting information about the frustrations of the Old Testament prophets? Could it be that Peter is including something in his conversation about our new birth into salvation that helps us see that our salvation is part of the grand historical work of God from the beginning of the creation to the full consummation of His salvation work?
Could it be that Peter is informing us, along with all who have been and will be privileged to hear the Gospel message, that we are hearing a message that is rooted in the entirety of the Scriptures? This is not, therefore, an exclusive message of the New Testament, but rather a continuous and progressive message that found its completeness in Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension and will find its culmination at the consummation of the ages.
In other words, could it be that part of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in our lives that helps us be even more trustful of our Father God is to understand the unity of the Bible? Could it be that verses 10-12 are included because they play a part in the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit?
If this is true, no wonder we are being encouraged by our present study that is attempting to give us an overview of the entire Bible. What we are discovering is that from Genesis to Revelation God the Father is communicating one message of salvation through His Son Jesus Christ. And, because Peter includes this message in his section on the sanctifying work of the Spirit, it suggests that having this information about the continuity of all the books of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation will do a work of setting us apart to Christ, for Christ and with Christ for the glory of God.

So, how can this information from verses 10-12 that speaks of what the Old Testament prophets understood and didn’t understand about the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow contribute to our being sanctified by the Holy Spirit?

Follow this illustration carefully because I’m going to ask you to summarize it to your neighbor in a brief moment. The question is, How can verses 10-12 contribute to our being sanctified by the Holy Spirit?
It’s like the basketball coach who outlines for his players before the game what the game plan is for the entire game. The coach necessarily sees things that the players don’t see. But, as they see the coach’s game plan taking shape during the game, the players’ confidence in participating in that game plan increases. The players are increasingly “sanctified” as the coach’s players, set apart to do what the coach wants.

Here in verses 10-12, Peter gives us God’s game plan from the perspective of a short time after the half-time break. (i.e. after the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.) He tells us that the players in the first half who trusted their coach could see things that were going to take place in the second half of the game, though they couldn’t figure out all the details of when and how. But, they had no doubt that what they were participating in during the first half was making the second half possible.

Would you turn to your neighbor and tell him or her in your own words what you think I just said?
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you,
The Old Testament prophets understood that God was working out salvation for His people. They understood that this salvation was a work of God’s grace. They knew it was going to be completed in the future, some time beyond their lifetime. Yet, they obediently spoke of this grace, of this salvation that God was working, so that the people then and we people now could place our complete trust in the God who saves. In short, that is the purpose of the Bible: inspire us to place our complete trust in the God who saves.

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing . . .
Do you sense the longing of these prophets for the rest of the story? God speaks to them and gives them a message to give to the people of their day and as they study that message they are overcome with excitement and interest and intrigue. As they carefully search into what God has told them, they realize that some details seem to be missing. And so they dig more diligently trying to find the answers to their questions.

One thing they are certain of is that the Holy Spirit is guiding them in their search.

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
The Holy Spirit, or as Peter calls Him, the Spirit of Christ, was revealing to the prophets that the Messiah, Christ, would suffer and there would be glories that would follow. But what was unclear to the prophets were the time and circumstances surrounding Christ’s sufferings and the glories that would follow. That lack of clarity sent them on a search. Even though they didn’t get answers to those questions, yet the Holy Spirit did give them a response.

12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 
The Old Testament prophets were assured by the Holy Spirit that in passing along the messages they had received from God, they were being servants to future generations, including ours. The core message they declared then remained the substance of the message the Holy Spirit-led, New Testament preachers would give to the early church and to us. In other words, both (1) the events of Christ, (a) His death on the cross, (b) His resurrection and (a) ascension into heaven, and (2) the inspired instruction from the Holy Spirit, gave the New Testament preachers a more complete story of God’s game plan for our salvation. This is such an awesome story that even angels long to look into it, and they marvel at the wisdom and glory of God in His mercy and His grace.

Thus, I contend that verses 10-12 are not a mere rabbit trail of interesting information to satisfy our curiosity, but a significant inclusion that really does facilitate the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctifying us for the Father’s glory.

And again, how do I understand how this inspiring inclusion in 1 Peter 1, that speaks powerfully of the unity of the entire biblical message – how do I understand how it assists the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying work in us? It is this: as we see God’s game plan taking shape, having searched the Scriptures to find that Jesus Christ is the future of the universe, our confidence, then, in participating in God’s game plan increases. We are increasingly “sanctified” as God’s people, set apart to do and be what the King of the universe wants. Part of what our King wants is similar to what He wanted from His prophets: to serve others by telling them the gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.

These verses have the same potential power as the presentation of a compelling vision for the future that we want to participate in and we sell everything we own in order to invest in the promise of a grand future. Christ is that future. The Christ who suffered on the cross, rose again and ascended into heaven and now sits on the right hand of the throne of God Almighty, He is our future. He is the fulfillment of the future and compels us to invest ourselves completely in Him.

That’s my sermon. But before we close our time together, I would like us to attempt to place ourselves in the shoes of those Old Testament prophets who were reviewing their writings that the Holy Spirit had inspired them to write and to speak and found themselves mystified, perplexed and puzzled at the meaning of what God was saying through them. So I would like us to take a look at Psalm 22 from the perspective of an Old Testament prophet who didn’t have the advantage we have of playing in the second half of the game of history.

	Psalm 22:1-31 (NIV)
1 For the director of music. To the tune of “The Doe of the Morning.” A psalm of David. 

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. 

7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 8 “He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue him. Let Him deliver him, since He delights in him.” 

11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
13 Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; You lay me in the dust of death. 

16 Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

17 I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. 

18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 
30 Posterity will serve Him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 
31 They will proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn— for He has done it. 

	Matthew 27:45-50 (NIV) 45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

Matthew 26:67-68 (NIV) 67 Then they spit in His face and struck Him with their fists. Others slapped Him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit You?” 

Matthew 27:38-40 (NIV) 38 Two robbers were crucified with Him, one on His right and one on His left. 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at Him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! Come down from the cross, if You are the Son of God!” 

Matthew 27:1-2 (NIV) 1 Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put Jesus to death. 2 They bound Him, led Him away and handed Him over to Pilate, the governor. 

Matthew 27:41-43 (NIV) 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked Him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but He can’t save Himself! He’s the King of Israel! Let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue Him now if He wants Him, for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 
John 19:33-34 (NIV) 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 

Matthew 27:50 (NIV) 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He gave up His spirit. 

John 19:28-29 (NIV) 28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

Matthew 7:6 (NIV) 6 “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. 

Luke 23:35 (NIV) 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at Him. They said, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 

Matthew 27:35 (NIV) 35 When they had crucified Him, they divided up His clothes by casting lots. 
John 19:30 (NIV) 30 When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 



