Sunday, April 24th, 2011 – Easter Sunday 

EASTER SERMON 

“You are right in saying I am a king!”
John 18:25-40
37 Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

 John 18:37 NIV

-----------
What does it mean that Jesus is King? That is the question I want to address this Easter Sunday morning. 

We are introduced to this question by way of the dialog between Pilate and Jesus on the day that Pilate capitulated to the hatred of religious leaders who wanted Pilate to do their dirty work for them; murder Jesus in full public view.
Allow me to read the text from John 18, beginning at verse 28.

John 18:28-40 (NIV)
28 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 
30 “If He were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed Him over to you.” 

31 Pilate said, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.” 
“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. 32 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death He was going to die would be fulfilled. 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked Him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about Me?” 
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was Your people and Your chief priests who handed You over to me. What is it You have done?” 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to prevent My arrest by the Jews. But now My kingdom is from another place.” 
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me.” 

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against Him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
40 They shouted back, “No, not Him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion. 
Again, our question, What does it mean that Jesus is King?
Our text leaves no doubt that Jesus understood Himself to be a king. He was King because that is precisely the role the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit collaberated together to place Him in when He was sent to this earth.

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to prevent My arrest by the Jews. But now My kingdom is from another place.” 
37 . . ., “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me.” 

Jesus knew who He was and why He had come. And He gives all the indications of being undaunted by the events that soon will culminate in His crucifixion. 

By undaunted, I mean, Jesus was confident in His purpose. He knew where things were headed. He knew He would have to suffer greatly at the hands of vicious men. But that would be nothing compared to the suffering He would endure when His own Father would turn His back on Him. He could foresee the agony of that when He prayed in Gethsemane, pleading with His Father that if it were possible, “let this cup be taken from Me” (Matthew 27:39).

Please understand that undaunted does not mean flippant. Jesus was on the most serious, most important task that only He could accomplish; to carry in His body the sins of the whole world. Being disliked, even hated by His interrogators and brutal abusers, did not push Him off course. He had set His face like flint to accomplish the task set before Him.

Jesus knew His future. And these hate-filled, proud, hypocrites would not stand in His way to that future. In fact, God would use them to accomplish His purposes. All their efforts to reduce Jesus to a whimpering defendant would fail. Jesus would stand serene throughout the entire story as the legitimate Messiah or King of Israel. 
 

So, what does it mean that Jesus is King? Jesus has a sovereign mission to complete and nothing will stop Him.

John 19:1-3 (NIV) 1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head. They clothed Him in a purple robe 3 and went up to Him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck Him in the face. 
That’s what they did to Jesus even though Pilate could find no basis for a charge against Him (John 19:4). 
When Pilate asked Jesus where He came from and Jesus didn’t answer, Pilate, probably at his whit’s end from frustration, said:

John 19:10-11 (NIV) 10 “Do You refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t You realize I have power either to free You or to crucify You?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over Me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
Again, Jesus is undaunted throughout this sham trial where angry, self-promoting sinners were trying to look righteous as they spoke lies about the only sinless man in all history. And for a moment, it looked like the religious Jews had succeeded in their murder plot. Well, in fact they did. 

John 19:16-18 (NIV) 16 Finally Pilate handed Him over to them to be crucified. 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 Here they crucified Him, and with Him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
So, can we still say that Jesus is King, that He has a sovereign mission to complete and nothing will stop Him? Can we say that? Has not His mission been brought to a dead-end stop? 

If you and I had been there following this developing story of Jesus back in His day, would we not have concluded on the day of His crucifixion that something seriously has gone wrong? Jesus must have miscalculated the extent to which His enemies would go to silence Him. He must have been blindsided. Maybe He pushed His limits a bit too far, acting like a youth who thinks he’s invincible. And now He’s a dead man about to be prepared for burial. End of story.

John 20:1-9 (NIV) 1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
Suddenly, Jerusalem newspaper columnists had to rewrite their stories. Jesus’ story was not over. It was continuing and the continuation was startling. Who could have predicted it?

So the charge against Jesus that He had claimed that if the temple were destroyed, He would build it back up in three days was actually a true statement. He was the temple. He was destroyed and now He was alive again. He is King.

So, what does it mean that Jesus is King? It means Jesus has a sovereign mission to complete and nothing will stop Him.
He was undaunted by His interrogators and His torturers. The grave could not hold Him. Death was temporary. Rather than being conquered, He was victorious. Jesus is the conquering King. But who would have predicted it?

Well, Jesus told His disciples straightforwardly a number of times. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke each record at least three occasions when Jesus clearly stated that He would be killed and rise again three days later. 

For example: Mark 10:33-34 (NIV) 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” Jesus said, “and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock Him and spit on Him, flog Him and kill Him. Three days later He will rise.” 
What does it mean that Jesus is King? He knows who He is. He knows why He came to this earth. He is undaunted by His opponents. And nothing will stop Him from completing His mission.

But is there more to King Jesus’ mission than dying on the cross for our sins and rising from the dead three days later? For that we look to our worship text from Revelation 5. Keep in mind that by turning to the book of the Revelation, we have moved from Christ in human flesh, crucified, dead, buried and risen from the dead to Christ ascended into glory, into heaven.

Most of our Bibles give titles to small sections of text. We call these sections pericopes. They are story units. Revelation 5 is a story unit, a pericope. Some of the titles you may find for this unit are: The book with seven seals; The scroll and the Lamb; The Lamb opens the scroll.
The Book of Revelation is written by the Apostle John. He also authored the Gospel of John and the three letters of John. He was exiled on the island of Patmos where he received a series of visions that trace the conflict between the Kingdom of God and the power of Satan, with the final victory going to the Kingdom of God, bringing about the consummation of God’s redemptive purpose in Jesus Christ.
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The chapter opens this way. Listen for the problem and the proposed solution: Revelation 5:1-5 (NIV) “The scroll and the Lamb”  1 Then I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”
3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
In these opening verses of the story of the scroll, a problem is identified and a solution is presented. There is a scroll is in the right hand of God who sits on the throne. The scroll is sealed with seven seals and no one in heaven or on earth is able to open the scroll. There’s the problem. But, the Lion of the tribe of Judah is able to open the scroll. There’s the solution.

As a prophetic book full of symbolism, we are challenged to consider what all this means. What is the meaning of this scroll that is written on both sides? Various proposals have been offered. The one that has captured my attention calls for us to listen to Ezekiel 2 to help us figure out Revelation 5. As you listen to Ezekiel 2, keep in mind what Christ endured as the Lamb of God for a rebellious people. Also remember the words we read from Revelation 5:1 & 5 (NIV) 
1 Then I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 
5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
Now listen to Ezekiel 2:1-10 (NIV) 1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 

3 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious house—they will know that a prophet has been among them. 

Does this not describe Jesus and His mission? 

Now, remember how Jesus was undaunted, fearless in the presence of His opponents. 

6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be afraid of what they say or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 
Here is the instruction in Ezekiel for the son of man to eat what will be given him.

9 Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10 which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 
Could this be a parallel passage to the Revelation 5 story of the sealed scroll? If so, it helps us identify the scroll as containing “the prophecy of the end events, including both the salvation of God’s people and the judgment of the wicked. It is God’s redemptive plan for the conclusion of human history, the overthrow of evil, and the gathering of a redeemed people to enjoy the blessings of God’s rule.” 

Obviously I’m leaving out a lot of detail here, but the point of Revelation 5 & 6 is to say: “History will not end until the purposes of God have come to their full consummation; when God’s purposes are complete, the end will come.” 

I love what George Ladd says about the problem identified in verse 3 of Revelation 5. 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.
“Here is a simple but profound biblical truth which cannot be overemphasized: apart from the person and redeeming work of Jesus Christ, history is an enigma (or mystery). For centuries since Augustine and his City of God, a Christian view of history as having a divinely ordained goal which was inseparable from the redemptive word of Christ has colored western thought. Since the Enlightenment, many philosophers have rejected the Christian view of life, and for them history has become a problem. – Some of our greatest minds have been prophets of doom who see nothing but darkness ahead. The problem of the meaning, purpose and goal of history has become one of the most disturbing and difficult questions of our time. . . .

“In the face of this modern dilemma, the fact that the scroll is so tightly sealed that no human eye can read its contents is highly significant. Christ, and Christ alone, has the key to the meaning of human history. It is therefore not surprising that modern thinkers are pessimistic; apart from the victorious return of Christ, history is going nowhere.” 

If we can agree that the scroll that is in God’s right hand contains God’s redemptive plan for the conclusion of human history, including the overthrow of evil, and the gathering of a redeemed people to enjoy the blessings of God’s rule, then we can have a similar confidence that we observed in Christ as He went to the cross. “However strong evil becomes, however fierce be the satanic evils that assail God’s people on earth, history still rests in God’s hand.” 

Revelation 5:4-5 (NIV) 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
John enters into an experience with his vision. For him to think that the scroll that reveals the redemptive plan of God for humanity cannot be opened, causes him to weep and weep. But, there is an elder overseeing this process and tells John to look to see the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He is able to open the scroll.

So, what is the meaning of the “Lion of the tribe of Judah?” 

Genesis 49:9-10 (NIV) 9 You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his. 
Here is one of the very early allusions to the Messiah. The figure of a lion was used as a metaphor for the conquering Messiah.

And, what should we make of the phrase, “the Root of David?” That takes us to Isaiah 11.

Isaiah 11:1-4 (NIV) 1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord— 3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

Again, the Root of David or Jesse is a metaphor for a promised triumphant messianic King who will destroy evil, deliver God’s people from their evil oppressors, and establish a new order on earth where peace, righteousness and blessedness reign. 

In this vision in Revelation 5, John is assured that this mighty Messiah has already won a great victory. He has conquered.

But, herein lays a great mystery. How can the Jesus, who went to the cross as the Lamb of God, broken and beaten, ripped apart and killed, also be the Lion, the conquering Messiah? 

This is where our worship text comes in. Remember what we just read in verse 5 of Revelation 5? 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
John was told to look at the Lion, the conquering Messiah; to look at the Root of David, the triumphant messianic King. And what did John see when he looked to see the Lion?
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Revelation 5:6-14 (NIV) 6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.
John saw a Lamb, not a Lion. Yet, this is the same person. It is Jesus Christ, both the Lion and the Lamb, both the conquering King and the suffering Servant.

“The final victory of Christ as the Lion of the tribe of Judah – as the conquering Messiah – is possible only because He has first suffered as the Lamb.
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“Here is a great mystery – Christ’s worthiness and ability to break the seals of the scroll of human history and destiny are dependent on the victory He won in His incarnate life. If He had not come in humility as suffering Savior, He could not come as conquering Messiah.” 

“Only by virtue of Jesus’ sacrifice as the Lamb of God can He fill the role of the messianic King and bring human history to its conclusion in the Kingdom of God.” 

There’s so much in this vision, this story of the scroll. But, we must keep in mind there is much symbolism within it. So, when you see the number seven, it is probably best to think of that as denoting fullness or completeness. Seven horns would refer to the fullness of the Lamb’s power and strength; His omnipotence. Seven eyes would refer to the Lamb having fullness of vision; that He is omniscient. Seven spirits could refer to the fullness of His mission to the whole world; His omnipresence. 

O, I’m asking the question this morning, what does it mean for Jesus to be King? And I’m only scratching the subject. He’s an undaunted conqueror who will accomplish His mission.
Take your bulletins and let’s finish reading our worship text together. This Christ who understood Himself to be King as He went to the cross is now reigning in glory as the King over everything. He is able to fill the role as King because He offered Himself as the Lamb of God, the only sacrifice sufficient to remove our sins from our lives.

And now He is able to present to His Father all those He has purchased with His blood from every tribe and language and people and nation to participate with Him in His reign as King.

Micah, will you now lead us in a response as we read together the remaining verses of our worship text (8-14)?

8 And when He had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: 
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
What difference does it make to you that Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb, is King? What impresses you about King Jesus? Are you excited about being His servant, His subject, in His kingdom?
Amen!
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