Sermon Text: Luke 24:13-49
The Bible says: One of the best ways to know Jesus is to understand the whole Bible!
By Pastor Micah Adamson, June 19, 2011

Introduction:

Three Types of recaps of the Old Testament in the Bible:

1. Stephen Sermons (Theological Review)

2. Preaching Christ (Christological Review)
3. Genealogies (Historical Review)

I. Theological Overview:

Last week we reviewed some “Stephen Sermons” from the rest of the Bible which reviewed all of Israel’s history up to the time period of the preacher. They all had the same conclusion: God is good, but God’s people have rebelled (and are continuing to rebel). All of these sermons were also the last recorded sermon that each preacher preached.

Moses (Exodus)

Joshua (Conquest)
Samuel (Judges)

Ezra, Ezekiel, or Jeremiah (Kingdom)
Jeremiah (Exile)
Nehemiah (Return)
Jesus

Paul (Apostles)
We learned that we need to be careful to keep our focus on Christ, because as gentile Christians we are just as much in danger of falling away from God as God’s people the Jews were (Romans 11:13-24 and 1 Corinthians 10:6).

Stephen’s audience missed the point. They could handle reading a sermon addressed to someone else calling others to repent, but they couldn’t handle a sermon addressed to them calling them to repent. By knowing the Old Testament they should have understood that God is good and people are rebellious, so repentance is the correct response to God’s grace. Stephen demonstrated that it’s a consistent feature of history for people to oppose God. 

Every generation needs to repent and humbly accept God’s plan for the universe. There are no good old days (Ecclesiastes 7:10). Our only hope is in the future. And ultimately our only hope is in the new heaven and the new earth (Philippians 3:20-21, 1 John 3:2). Anything that has been good in the past is only an “approximation of the consummation” as David Bryant says. In other words, good times are only good times since they are more like what it will be like and Jesus returns. We need to see Jesus for who he really is, the king! We can participate in Christ’s kingdom now by acknowledging him as king ahead of time. Our prayer should always be “Come Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20).

During the second half of our time together we reviewed the sections of the Old Testament and prayed in response as God prompted us. Using the memory prayer memory trick A.C.T.S.
Adoration - (Thanking God for who He is.)

Confession - (Asking God for forgiveness for not being like Him.)

Thanksgiving - (Thanking God for what He has done.)

Supplication - (Asking God for what He wants to give us.)
II. Christological Overview:
Remember that Jesus stepped down out of heaven in the incarnation which we celebrate at Christmas, and then Jesus stepped down from the earth into death at his crucifixion which we celebrate on Good Friday. Jesus then stepped back up from the death to life at his resurrection which we celebrate on Easter, and finally stepped back up to his rightful place as king of the universe in heaven at his ascension which we need to do a better job of celebrating and living in light of. The following story comes in Jesus’ story between his two steps back up.

Luke 24:13-24
 13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

   They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

   19 “What things?” he asked. 

   “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 

Jesus is allowed to not put all his cards on the table. Jesus can communicate in subtle ways to help us understand without telling us what he’s doing, and it’s not lying or deception. God has always worked this way with people, he has to, we’re too ignorant not to. There are lots of times in the Old Testament when it looks like God is changing his mind, but this passage is one of the best explanations for what is really going on. God is going slow and behaving as if he is not all knowing in order to communicate with us. Using this technique, Jesus literally stopped 


All these disciples knew was that Jesus had died. They had hope in the past, but not in the present. They had two groups of messengers (the women and their companions) come to give them hope, but they didn’t believe. They even described the angels as a vision. However, in their defense, at this time, no one had seen Jesus yet. I hope that we will be able to “see” Jesus by using our ears, listening to each other bring messages of hope about Christ to each other.

Luke 24:25-35
 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

 28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 


Wow! They walked 14 miles that day, and it sounds like they did it hungry both directions. They did it in order to spread the message of hope about Jesus with the rest of his disciples. 
Seeing Jesus and recognizing him for who he is seems to be the central theme of this passage. Jesus told these disciples that they should have seen and recognized him for who he was not only from seeing him in person, but from seeing him in the Bible. In fact, Jesus sounded more disappointed that they had missed him in the Old Testament then in person.
It’s interesting to note that the disciples recognized Jesus once he was breaking bread with them at the table. Do you think they remembered what he said about his body being broken at the last supper? Or do you think that Jesus had his hands at his sides while they talked on the road and they finally noticed the nail marks in his hands once he was breaking bread? Either way, they recognized Jesus as the Christ because of the breaking of his body. Jesus sacrifice for us should be the first thing that draws us to him to too.
Luke 24:36-49

 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 


Seeing isn’t always believing. The disciples seemed to have had just as much trouble believing once they saw Jesus in person than they did before. Jesus couldn’t just show himself to them, he had to explain from the Old Testament that the Christ had to die and rise from the dead. I’ve heard it said that if you don’t believe in God and you demanded that he appeared to you, and God did appear, you’d probably call your psychiatrist for help instead of calling on God in repentance. In fact Luke 16:29-31 says that if we won’t believe “Moses and the Prophets” then we won’t believe “even if someone rises from the dead”. I’m glad that we have reliable witnesses who saw Jesus and told us about him in the New Testament. According to this passage, the key for us to see Jesus is to understand the “Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” which is the Old Testament.

Before we review the Old Testament, I need to take a moment to discuss the order of the books of the Bible. English Bibles are but together in an order than helps us summarize the story. Pastor Dan and I also came up with an overview of the groupings of the books in the New and Old Testament to help summarize the story. Don Carson has given us another helpful way of summarizing the story of the whole Bible which we will review today during the second half of our time together. Likewise, the Jews also had a grouping of Old Testament books which they used the memory trick TaNaK to remember. Here is a comparison of our Bible order with the Bible order that the Jews used.
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TaNaK Order
	Torah
	
	Neviim (The Prophets)
	
	Ketuvim

	(The Law)
	
	Neviim: Major Prophets)
	(Treisar:  Minor Prophets)
	
	(The Writings)

	Genesis
	
	Joshua
	Joel
	
	Psalms

	Exodus
	
	Judges
	Amos
	
	Proverbs

	Leviticus
	
	1 Samuel
	Obadiah
	
	Job

	Numbers
	
	2 Samuel
	Jonah
	
	Song of Songs

	Deuteronomy
	
	1 Kings
	Micah
	
	Ruth

	
	
	2 Kings
	Nahum
	
	Lamentations

	
	
	Isaiah
	Habakkuk
	
	Ecclesiastes

	
	
	Jeremiah
	Zephaniah
	
	Esther

	
	
	Ezekiel
	Haggai
	
	Daniel

	
	
	Hosea
	Zechariah
	
	Ezra

	
	
	
	Malachi
	
	Nehemiah

	
	
	
	
	
	1 Chronicles

	
	
	
	
	
	2 Chronicles


Early New Testament Book Order
	Gospels
	
	Historical
	
	Letters
	
	Apocalyptic

	 
	
	 
	
	Catholic Letters
	Pauline Letters
	
	 

	Matthew
	
	Acts
	
	James
	Romans
	
	Revelation

	Mark
	
	
	
	I Peter
	1 Corinthians
	
	

	Luke
	
	
	
	2 Peter
	2 Corinthians
	
	

	John
	
	
	
	1 John
	Galations
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2 John
	Ephesians
	
	

	
	
	
	
	3 John
	Philipians
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Jude
	Colosians
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	1 Thessalonians
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	2 Thessalonians
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	1 Timothy
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	2 Timothy
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Titus
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Philemon
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Hebrews
	
	


So when Jesus said that “Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” spoke of him, he didn’t mean that 24 of the 39 books of the Old Testament spoke about him (five books of Moses, 17 books of the prophets, and one book of the Psalms), Jesus meant that the whole Old Testament was about him. All of TaNaK is about Jesus.

It’s easy to wish that we could have overheard Jesus’ overview of the whole Old Testament. But, maybe that’s why Luke wrote a sequel. In Acts (and the rest of the New Testament) we find sermons by Jesus’ messengers which give us some big clues to the content of Jesus’ overview of the Old Testament in Luke 24 and before he returned to heaven. Let’s review.
III. Historical/Christological Overview:
1. Creation


Nothing but God, God spoke everything into existence, A Perfect World
Jesus the Word of God, God’s creative agent (John 1:3, Colossians 1:16)
2. Sin


Fall in the garden, Family violence, World-wide violence, The Flood, Divided world at the tower of Babel
Jesus the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45, Matthew 4:1, Mark 4:1, Luke 4:2)

Jesus the serpent crusher (Revelation 12:9-15, 20:2)

Jesus the son of the woman (Galatians 12:4, Revelation 12:4)

Jesus the true sacrifice (Acts 20:28)

Jesus the victim whose blood is better than Abel’s (Matthew 23:35, Hebrews 11:4, 12:24)

Jesus the savior and judge of the world (Hebrews 11:7, 1 Peter 3:20, 2 Peter 2:5)

Jesus the re-unifier of the world (Luke 24:47, Acts 2:4-11, Ephesians 2:12-22, Rev. 5:9, 7:9)

3. Patriarchs


An invitation to the Promised Land, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Exiting the Promised Land

Jesus the true son of Abraham (Galatians 3:14-16)

Jesus the true blessing of the God’s people and all nations (Acts 3:24-26, Romans 4:9-18, 9:6-8)

4. Egypt


Joseph, 400 years of bondage, Moses
Jesus the son of the line of Judah who Joseph was sent to Egypt to save (Matthew 2:13-20, Revelation 5:5)

Jesus the true son of God who was called out of Egypt (Matthew 2:15)

5. Exodus


Slavery in Egypt, Passover, the Giving of the Law, Wandering in the desert
Jesus the savior from slavery to sin (John 8:34, Romans 6:6-7, 16-23, 7:25)

Jesus the true Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7-8)

Jesus the true sacrifice of atonement (Hebrews 9:12, 25, 13:12)

Jesus the true priest (Hebrews 9:25)

Jesus the true prophet like Moses (Acts 3:22-26, 7:37)

Jesus the better mediator of a better covenant (Hebrews 8:6, 12:22-24)

Jesus the true manna from heaven (John 6:31-35)

6. Conquest

Destroying Jericho, Victory, Mixing into Canaan
Jesus the true savior and conqueror (Matthew 1:21)

Jesus the true victor (1 Corinthians 15:24-26 Revelation 1:18, 20:13-14)

Jesus the truly pure people of God (Philippians 3:9, Hebrews 4:15)

7. Judges


Israel Following Joshua and Caleb, Israel become worse than Canaan, Israel was conquered by Canaan, Israel Rejecting Samuel
Jesus the true leader and judge (Acts 3:22-26, 10:24, 2 Timothy 4:1, 1 Peter 4:5-6)

Jesus the final savior even of the Canaanites (Matthew 15:21-28, Acts 1:8, 8:5, 14, 15:3)
8. Kingdom


United Kingdom, Divided Kingdom, The End of two Kingdoms
Jesus the true king (Matthew 2:2, 27:11, Mark 15:2, Luke 23:3, 37-38, John 18:33-37, Revelation 19:11-16)

Jesus the true prophet and priest (Acts 3:22-26, Hebrews 7:21-28)

Jesus the true wise man and wisdom of God (Matthew 12:42, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, 30)
9. Exile


Assyrian Captives, Babylonian Captives, Persian Captives 
Jesus the rock of Daniel who will put an end to all earthly resistance from the kingdoms of earth (Philippians 2:9-11, Revelation 11:15)

Jesus the King of Kings who sovereignly reigns over all the kingdoms of the earth (1 Timothy 6:13-16, Revelation 17:14, Revelation 19:16)

10. Return


Zerubbabel returning Jerusalem, Ezra finishing the temple, Nehemiah finishing the wall
Jesus the true return of God to his people (Matthew 1:23, 21:13, John 1:14, Revelation 21:3)
Jesus the true king after the exile (Matthew 21:5, John 1:49, 12:13-15)
Jesus the temple after the exile (John 2:19-22, Revelation 21:22)
11. Waiting


Malachi, No Davidic King, the miracle of Hanukah, John the Baptist
Jesus the Light of the world (John 1:4-9 , 3:19, 8:12, 9:5)

Jesus the Word of God (John 1)

Jesus the coming king of Israel (Matthew 2:2, 21:5, 27:11, Mark 15:2, Luke 23:3, 37-38, John 1:49, 12:13-15,18:33-37, Revelation 19:11-16)

Jesus the return of God to the temple (John 10:22-30)

12. Jesus


Humble birth, Perfect Live, Atoning Death, Life-giving Resurrection, Royal Ascension to the throne of heaven
13. Apostles


Pentecost, the gospel spread to the known world, Destruction of the temple

14. Church


Normal churches and normal leaders, fulfilling the Great Commission, Christ’s triumphal return to re-establish a perfect world

Conclusion:


We can’t separate the lesson of the “Stephen Sermons” of last week, from the lessons learned from preaching Christ in the Old Testament this week. When we read the Old Testament looking at people, we are forced to conclude that God’s people have always needed to repent. When we read the Old Testament looking for Jesus, we are able to conclude that God will forgive us based on Christ. This is very reassuring. So now I invite you to thank God for who he is… To repent for not being like God… To thank God for what he has done for us in Jesus… And to ask God to help us by the Holy Spirit to become like Christ!
Please stay for our second half where we will review the contents of the whole Bible as a final preparation for being able to share an overview of the whole Bible with a friend in about 5 minutes. This is also great preparation for being prepared to read the Bible or understand any part of it. We’ll have two practice exercises and a final exam at the end.
