Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 14:26
The Role of the Gospel and the Word of God in a Church’s Ministry – Part 3 – The Worship of our Conversation – The Saturday Call (Revisited) – One way we can come ready to worship each Sunday – See, seek, savior, SPEAK

By Pastor Micah Adamson, September 4, 2011

Introduction:

1. To prepare for church or not to prepare for church, that is the question. 
2. To participate at church or not to participate at church, that is the other question. 
(The answers seam obvious for the pastor and the worship team, but what about for you?)
These are the questions I will be addressing today from 1 Corinthians 14:26 which is part 3 of a four part sermon series on “The Role of the Gospel and the Word of God in a Church’s Ministry”, which Pastor Dan and I are preaching in preparation for New Heights’ school year ministry to start. 
[Sermon 1: Pastor Dan said that according to Colossians 1:4-6 information about Jesus (theology) is important. And knowledge about how Jesus rescued us on the cross (the gospel) is the most important. Theology is important since it leads to what we believe and to what we do like two branches of a tree. (Truth of the Gospel (about Jesus’ rescue of us)=roots, Hope in Christ=trunk, Faith (what we believe) and Love (what we do)=branches, Godly lives and Evangelism=fruit containing and seeds, designed to grow more trees). Sadly, our culture is producing bad fruit that shows a lack of belief and right living which we see as evidence of a problem in the roots of our theology. That’s why we spent the school last year reviewing our theological roots chronologically through the Bible and why we want to spend this next year focused again on our roots by reviewing our theology topically (for more info come to next Sunday evening’s fall ministry kick off BBQ).
Sermon 2: Pastor Dan focused in more closely on our some important aspects of our roots and our branches. He identified two key points of theology that we must know to correctly understand the gospel, the gravity our situation before we were saved and the greatness of our savior. We need to understand our rescue and rescuer. Properly understanding these truths in our roots should lead us to greater faith in God and love for God’s people in our branches. And these two branches are connected: Our relationship with God’s people should lead us to more love for God which should lead us to more love for God’s people, and so on. This next year we are preparing to look together at how great our rescuer is from the book of Revelation in a year long sermon series. Knowing the truth about Jesus (good theology) should help rescue us from the dual trap all too common in our day of falling into deceptive philosophies and ungodly living.]
Sermon 3:
My task today is to show another connection between the root and the branches. So, let me take you through my thought process in understanding 1 Corinthians 14:26. According to Mortimer Adler, there are three ways to read a book: 
1. Big to Small
2. Small to Big
3. Evaluate It.
Reading 1 - Big to Small: Means understanding an individual part of a book in light of what the whole book is about. We start by remembering where 1 Corinthians is in the Bible. You are qualified to do that based on your trip around our walls in “The God Who is There”. Next, we review what 1 Corinthians is about. This is a letter written to how a local church should behave in a pagan culture in light of the good news about Jesus. Paul continually refers back to information about who Jesus is as the ultimate solution to all of the church’s problems:
1-4 How should the Corinthians deal with divisions in the church? Remember that they are united in Christ not by names and worldly ideas.

5-7 How should the Corinthians deal with immorality, marriage and divorce problems? Remember that they are called to purity and devotion to Jesus who died to save them.

8-10 How should the Corinthians deal with differences of opinion about exercise their freedom in Christ? Remember that we are one in Christ and should not hurt fellow members of Christ’s body, neither should we sin against Christ since we are united to him also.

11-14 How should the Corinthians deal with fights over conduct in their worship services? Remember that the whole point of our worship services is to help everyone grow in their knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ not to serve themselves. 

15-16 How should the Corinthians deal with questions about whether Jesus really rose from the dead? Remember that the good new about Jesus death and resurrection is true or it’s not worth sharing.
Once we see how chapter 14 fits in to the book of 1 Corinthians, we need look at chapter 14 to see how verse 26 fits in this chapter. Some controversial issues are covered in 1 Corinthians 14. Tongues, prophesy, whether women should be allowed to preach. We don’t have time to go into detail about all of these issues. But, chapter 14 is the final instructions about maintaining order in worship services so that both believers and unbelievers can hear and understand the information about who Jesus is (theology). It’s important to note that “spiritual” and “physical” matters are more connected than we think, we are saved (a spiritual matter) by using our ears (a physical matter). 1 Corinthians 14 warns that if we aren’t careful we can actually hinder others from understanding truth about Jesus by our lack of order in worship. We will see that verse 26 contains instructions for what we should do in worship.
1 Corinthians 14:26-40 NIV (Orderly Worship)
26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. 

29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. 

As in all the congregations of the saints, 34 women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church. 

36 Did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it has reached? 37 If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command. 38 If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored.﻿﻿

39 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. 

Reading 2 - Small to Big: Means understanding a whole book in light of what the individual parts are about. For these step, I often use Howard Hendricks’s steps of Observe, Interpret, and Apply. Observation is about the facts, what do you see? Interpretation is about our understanding of the facts, what does this mean? Application is about how we are going to put this passage into practice, what should we do about it? 
Observe:

In the Bible we observe truth. The Bible is true and it doesn’t change. All Christians have the same 1 Corinthians 14:26 to work with. I see four things that we as brothers, together, everyone of us, must share as a church: 
Hymns
Words of Instruction
Revelations
Tongues/Interpretations
Interpret:

Different people have understood 1 Corinthians 14 differently. Some think that “tongues” refers to a mysterious heavenly language that only God understands. Others think that “tongues” were understandable earthly languages which the speaker didn’t understand but was miraculously enabled to speak as happened to the disciples at Pentecost in Acts 2. Still others think that “tongues” here simply refers to foreign languages which the speaker understands but the listeners do not understand. Credence is given to this view since Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11-12 in 1 Corinthians 14:21 which was a prophecy that people who spoke other languages would come to faith in Christ and testify to Israel. Paul could just be saying to make sure to have a translator if you are going to have people share at church who speak a different language than the service is normally conducted in. I learn toward the last view, but regardless of which of these interpretations you accept, the point is that order and understandability are the goal in our worship so that both believers and unbelievers will be helped to know Jesus by our gatherings. If we can’t understand what is said, it can’t help us.
Likewise, “prophecy” or “revelation” is taken by some to mean a miraculous communication from God like prophets in the Old Testament received. Others, like me, think that “prophecy” or “revelation” refers to any truth from God even if we arrive at it through logic. Paul could be giving instructions about preparing and delivering sermons and teaching lessons in the church. He could just be saying to focus and take turns. Don’t have too many different lessons from too many different teachers in one service. Again, regardless of which of these interpretations you accept, the point is that order and understandability are the goal in our worship so that both believers and unbelievers will be helped to know Jesus by our gatherings. If we can’t focus on what is said, it can’t help us.

[Even the issue of women speaking in the church from 1 Corinthians 14:34-25 seems to refer more to order than preventing women from participating at all. In 1 Corinthians 11:5 Paul said that women should cover their heads when they pray or prophesy, so it doesn’t seem logical now to say that women can’t ever speak at church at all. It seems like Paul is saying that women shouldn’t interrupt during the service and that God has set it up for men to lead. Again, the goal is order and clear communication of the message of the gospel. The point is that order and understandability are the goal in our worship so that both believers and unbelievers will be helped to know Jesus by our gatherings. If we can’t hear and listen what is said, it can’t help us.]
Apply:

Even churches that have a similar understanding of 1 Corinthians 14:26 have applied it differently in two regards: how much preparation and how much participation does this demand. Here are examples of the practice of various churches in this regard:

Most churches would apply 1 Corinthians 14:26 that leaders should prepare to share. 
Reformed churches tend to see the preacher speaking and the people listening as a picture of how we receive grace from God freely without doing anything, and so other people are not encouraged to participate in the service.

Quakers apply 1 Corinthians 14:26 that all people should participate but do not require that anyone come ready, they expect that God will lead in the moment. 

St. Ignatius’ church (the disciple of Polycarp, the disciple of the Apostle John) in the second century AD applied 1 Corinthians 14:26 that everyone should be ready to share something or they wouldn’t even let you come through the doors of the church. 

I have been impressed since my earliest days of visiting New Heights that different parts of the service are designed for differing levels of participation. As I have gotten to know Pastor Dan I appreciate more and more how all aspects of worship are intentionally covered each Sunday. Our time together includes: Instruction, Worship, Fellowship, and Expressions of our faith. I have also realized that differing levels of preparation are required just as different levels of participation are required. Let me highlight how the different parts of our service work:
Worship text (everyone shares, should you prepare by reading it ahead of time?)

Singing (worship leaders share, should they prepare by practicing?)

Praises and prayer (anyone can share, should you prepare by watching for things to share in your life and from the Bible through the week and even from the songs as we sing?)
Sermon (pastor shares, should he prepare by studying in advance?)

Informal fellowship time during snacks (everyone shares, should you prepare by having something to say about Jesus from your week and or from the sermon?)
Formal discussion (everyone can share, should you prepare by having read the sermon text before coming to church and listening well during the sermon?)
Reading 3 – Evaluate it: Means that we need to understand what we read enough to have an opinion. In case you haven’t guessed how I would answer the questions: should you participate at and should you prepare in advance, my answer to both questions is yes. 1 Corinthians 14:26 is pretty clear that “everyone” is called to participate. I would have to appeal to other verses to make my case for preparation, even thought God can miraculously make up for poor planning.
1 Peter 3:15 says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
Mark 13:11 says, “Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”

Can the Holy Spirit lead right now? Yes. Can the Holy Sprit lead two days in advance? Over course! The point is that listening to God from the Bible shouldn’t just happen on Sunday. That’s why Pastor Dan and I believe that everyone should be prepared in advance for church. 1 Corinthians 14:26 also doesn’t just say that it’s “alright” for the various aspects of the worship service to happen, it says “all of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.” Your preparation and participation are used by God build others up. Here are suggestions for helping prepare for the following activities in 1 Corinthians 14:26:
Hymns (Join the worship team.)

Words of Instruction (Read your Bible and come ready to share.)

Revelations (Study, think, pray and come ready to share.)

Tongues/Interpretations (I see this as a call to missions. Bring a friend who speaks a foreign language and learn to translate.)

Conclusion:

Pastor Dan summarized some thoughts from David Bryant and turned it into a challenge, which he titled “The Saturday Call”, referring to making a telephone call to a friend from church on Saturday to check in with them about being ready for church on Sunday. This “Saturday Call” would require both the caller and the person being called to be preparing for Sunday every day of the week. Do you want to be prepared with a “a word of instruction” or “revelation” for your brothers and sisters at church on Sunday as 1 Corinthians 14:26 recommends? Here is breakdown of Pastor Dan’s suggestion for how to be ready. First and foremost, remember that this is a person driven exercise focused on the person of Jesus Christ our King in each step. Here is my memory trick for remembering the four steps for how to be ready for church:
Daily Devotions – The Bible is the first place we get to know our king who is the king of the whole world and even the whole universe!
Daily Doings – Our king is with us in everything we do and we should expect that he will not leave us when our quiet time ends but will intervene in our daily schedules.  
Blessing – Each day we can be preparing to participate on Sunday by blessing others by what we have seen of Jesus throughout the week.
Being blessed – We can look forward to learning about Jesus from other Christians who are also getting to know Jesus better daily from the Bible and in their everyday lives.
Another way to remember this is to look forward to meeting King Jesus in four places:
Bible
Calendar
Mouth
Ears 
(Let me give you an illustration from Minnesota)

Elsewhere, David Bryant outlines a chain of discipleship as seven steps that start with “S” which build on one another in our relationship with Jesus which I find more helpful that merely being told to change how I feel: 
See
Seek
Savior
Speak
Show
Serve
Share
First we must see Jesus for who he is from God’s word. Then, once we can begin to seek Jesus in prayer. Followed by savoring Jesus by enjoying him (we savor food by holding it in our mouth longer, we savor Jesus by holding him in our mind longer, we build an appetite for Jesus this way, which we will discuss further next week). Savoring, leads naturally to speaking about Jesus to other Christians, since we talk about what we love. Jesus should become visible in our lives and we should serve him as king, leading to an overflow to unbelievers in evangelism. The “Saturday Call” is a “speak” level challenge, but it is really a challenge to start at the beginning by intentionally “seeing, seeking, savoring” Jesus during the week in preparation to participate on Sunday. This has to come from the roots out to the branches. It would be unreasonable to ask you to talk about something you didn’t know (seeing) someone you didn’t know (seeking) or someone you didn’t love (savoring). Are you ready to receive the call? Are you ready to make the call? It would probably be polite to warn your someone that you will be calling them next Saturday instead of giving them a pop quiz.
Epilogue:

The Lord’s Supper which we will be sharing today is a good example of an activity of the Church that involves preparation and participation.

1 Corinthians 10:16 speaks of participation when it refers to the elements of Lord’s Supper as “the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ” and “the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ”.

1 Corinthians 11:28 speaks of preparation when it says that “a man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”

This is a time of seeing Jesus for who He is as we remember the gospel.

This is a time of seeking Jesus in prayer.

This is a time of savoring Jesus in thanksgiving for the good news that He paid the price for our sin with His blood in His physical body on the cross.
It worked! Jesus provided the rescue for us from God’s wrath! We are forgiven because of what Jesus did for us! Take time to see, seek, and savor Jesus now as we prepare to participate in the Lord’s Supper.
The Saturday Call

“As A Reminder or A Review to Be Ready”

For those who want to come ready on Sunday mornings 

to share with another believer 

something about the worth and wonder of the reigning Christ.

For tomorrow’s gathering of my church family,
I have something to share from my walk with Christ
and my time in God’s Word this past week BECAUSE . . .

A. When I Meet with My King I am eager to engage Him “on a daily basis as the One who holds the destiny of all nations and before whom every life stands or falls” and I am “captivated by His Royal Highness.”
        Do I view my meeting with Jesus each morning in the Word as meeting with the King who holds the destiny of all nations in His hands? 

        Do I realize that I am meeting with Royalty of the highest order when I meet with Him or even as He goes with me and I go where He goes? 

B. As I Plan My Day with My King I have heightened “expectations regarding decisive displays of His dominion over my everyday experiences.”
        Am I anticipating my King will break into my daily schedule to display His dominion over my life? 

C. As I Plan to Be a Blessing to My Brothers and Sisters in Christ I am passionately committed to “helping them grab hold of the hope Jesus on His throne brings to us.” I am prepared to “speak in ways that indicate a desire to deposit with them larger visions of who He is and how He reigns.” I “seek to promote among them greater hope in Christ and His Kingdom.” And, I have every intention to “proclaim Jesus’ majesty in order to increase a vision for His preeminence among them.”
        Does my relationship with this Most Royal Person, Jesus Christ, stir up within me an overflow of "I've got to tell somebody" something about my King? 

        Am I cataloging the discoveries I'm making about my King so that I am overflowing and running over with stories of how He manifests His Kingship in my life? 

        Am I praying for opportunities to speak of Christ's majesty with a brother or sister in Christ? 

        For whom am I praying that they will have clear vision to see more of the majesty of our King? 

D. As I Look Forward to Receiving a Blessing from My Brothers and Sisters in Christ one of my greatest delights is to witness a fellow believer “sharing with another believer something he or she recently discovered about the worth and wonder of the reigning Christ in order to build up the other person’s hope and passion toward Him.” I long for the day when every Sunday morning at my church we are all having conversations out of our fullness of Christ, “sharing what we are regularly discovering of the One in whose name we gather, because of whose reign we exist, and for whose fame we live.”
        Does my heart truly rejoice when I see two or three believers exchanging stories of how their delight in Christ' supremacy has deeply impacted them? 

        Is it becoming my longing that Christ truly occupies center stage of our conversations at church and in our homes?
Bryant, David from Christ is All Revised Edition, New Providence, N.J.: New Providence Publishers, 2010. (pp. 91-95) Adapted by Dan Folden

The Greatest Crisis We Face Inside Our Churches

From the Christ Alone Study Guide (pages 30-31) by David Bryant © 2010

http://www.proclaimhope.org/content/ChristAloneStudyGuide
Increasingly across the Body of Christ, leaders are waking up to a critical “crisis of Christology” among God’s people. It rises inside the Church wherever Christians are paralyzed by a significant shortfall in the way they understand the person of the Son of God, His leadership in the Purposes of God, His distribution of the Resources of God and His honor from the People of God. 

This disquieting discrepancy has blindsided far too many believers around us. It has sabotaged a host of unsuspecting disciples. It has preempted the vitality of our worship, prayer, community life and ministry outreach. In too many cases, it has numbed our daily walk with our Redeemer. Above all, it has robbed God’s Son of His rightful place and praise among His people before all peoples. 

John tells us: “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching about Christ does not have God” (2 John). Period! No exceptions! Could anything be more debilitating for the global cause of Christ than this verdict? Even Christians can come up short on how they view and value the supremacy of God’s Son. They can also renege on living out before the world the implications of His supremacy. 

Many in today’s Church wrestle with the ultimate “identity crisis”. It’s not so much a misunderstanding about our own identity (although in the end this is also affected). Rather, it is a disturbing confusion about Christ’s identity. It is our blindness to the glory of the One we claim as Lord. 

We might think of this crisis in another way: as a “shortfall”. Our vision of Christ alone falls short of Who He is and ALL He is right now. For some Christians the shortfall may be less than for others; for some churches less than for others. But for the vast majority of Christians and congregations there is a “shortfall” in our Christology in at least seven areas. For now, here’s one way to summarize this pervasive phenomenon (given in their logical sequence, each one leading to the next):

• A shortfall in how we SEE Christ alone (we need to enlarge our vision) 

• A shortfall in how we SEEK Christ alone (we need to intensify our prayer) 

• A shortfall in how we SAVOR Christ alone (we need to enrich our devotion) 

• A shortfall in how we SPEAK Christ alone (we need to reconstitute our conversations) 

• A shortfall in how we SHOW Christ alone (we need to transform our discipleship) 

• A shortfall in how we SERVE Christ alone (we need to deepen our love) 

• A shortfall in how we SHARE Christ alone (we need to embolden our witness) 

The crisis of supremacy is so intractable, so pervasive, that it will never be cured with half-hearted measures. It requires nothing short of a new kind of reformation – a re-forming, if you will, of vision about the whole Christ throughout the whole Church that helps us embrace whole-heartedly the whole extent of His glorious reign for the whole city and the whole world. There’s insufficient space here to explore the multiple statistics, studies and stories that convince many about the challenge we face. (Consider the center three chapters in Christ Is ALL! as well as recent books like Christless Christianity, Jesus Made In America, American Jesus, and others.) However, it is quite self-evident, actually, when you come right down to it. To discover this for yourself, try this experiment with your congregation: 

For the next 30 days, monitor the conversations that go on among your Christian friends. Listen as well to what you hear taught in Sunday school or in your small group Bible study. Ask yourself two questions: (1) How often do I hear the name of the Lord Jesus mentioned at all (apart from quoting one of His sayings, or a phrase at the end of a prayer, perhaps)? (2) And whenever I hear His name, if I do, are the things said about Him intended in any way to magnify more clearly His glory as God’s Son? – or to celebrate more fully the advances in His global cause? 

In other words, do the Christians around you ever spend time talking to each other about the supremacy of God’s Son (by whatever terms they use)? If so, do they speak in ways that indicate they desire to deposit with each other larger visions of who He is and how He reigns? Whether conversing between worship services, or in a weekly home Bible study, or at a Saturday men’s breakfast – do the Christians you know seek to promote among themselves greater hope in Christ and His Kingdom? Do they freely talk about issues that draw on Biblical teachings regarding the focus, or fulfillment, or fullness or fervency of His supremacy (see chapter 1)?

After one month, if your congregation is like the vast majority where I’ve applied this test, I think you’ll be stunned by what you hear (or, shall I say, by what you don’t hear?). Jesus said words reveal what’s in a person’s heart. Your findings will provide “proof enough” there is a disturbing drought of Biblical vision and passion for the Lord Jesus among the Lord’s followers. It is real. It is serious. It is spiritually debilitating. And it is now!
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