Looking forward to Sunday, September 25th, 2011
An Introduction to The Revelation – Part 1!
The Public Reading of Revelation 1-3
1:9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 1:9 (NIV) 
-----------
If you would now take your 3-ring loose-leaf notebook that contains the entire book of Revelation, with it you can follow along as I give the first of four introductions to The Revelation. For the sake of value and conservation, your notebooks have a material worth of about $6 each, not counting the labor involved in putting them together. We want each of you to have one and to bring it back with you week after week. The plan is for your notebook to grow with additional pages from time to time. 
If you don’t want the notebook, you don’t have to keep one. But you are welcome to use one each Sunday as long as there is one available. You may want to avoid writing personal notes in notebooks you are not claiming as yours. We’ve included a name card with each notebook where you can boldly write you name and put it back in place in the front of the notebook. That is kind of important when they otherwise all look pretty much the same.

Already included in your notebook are two documents from Rose Publications that will help you sort out the various views on Revelation. Because it’s printed in color, they represent more than half of the cost of the notebook. Hopefully, it will become a helpful resource to you as we study together the Book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ.
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Well, today we step up to the entry door to the book called Revelation. For many of us, we’ve looked at this large house from a bit of a distance and wondered what’s inside. But we’ve stayed at a distance and the book is still largely unknown to us. Some of us have done some window peaking and we’ve seen some very different images and some very unusual actions going on inside this house and we have backed away and left being quite confused with what’s inside this house. Others of us have been captured by a very specific schematic of how everything is going to take place in the future, and, quite frankly, we may be a bit concerned that other approaches to this book will be considered as we step inside the book called Revelation.

The preacher may even have been a bit intimidated by the book and played it safe for most of his tenure as a teaching pastor. He is all too well acquainted with differing viewpoints when it comes to this particular book and may have been saying it’s not worth the risk to venture in, especially as an extended sermon series. So, from some vantage points, it could look like this preacher is a bit crazy and may soon regret having made the decision to enter into this previously unexplored house. 

So, I need to ask each of you to extend an extra measure of grace to the preacher as he proceeds on this course of exploring and discovering in your presence the book of Revelation. Pray for your pastor that he will be filled with wisdom throughout this study.
I think it was our study of the book by Don Carson, The God who is There, that gave me permission to consider preaching the book of Revelation. His comments and insights made a great deal of sense and, thus, renewed my interest in the book. So, you can blame it on Don Carson for why we are studying the book of Revelation beginning today.

Now if I have been paying attention to Micah, our associate pastor, he would be saying to me (and to you, for that matter), Dan, Read the whole book first and look for major arguments and evidence. Read it for overview and discovery. You want to be able to answer the question, What problem or problems is the author trying to solve? Your goal in the first reading or first readings of the whole book is to be able to move from the whole to its parts, from the big picture to the details in the picture. 

So, what is the big picture that John is painting for us in the whole book of Revelation? And why is he painting that picture? Those are two questions I hope you will engage others in discussion with during the second half of our morning together, and even in your afternoon conversations.
To accomplish the goals of this first reading we must know (1) what kind of book it is; i.e. what is the subject and what is the style of writing? You must also know (2) what the book as a whole is trying to say; (3) and into what parts that whole is divided, and (4) what the main problems are that the author is trying to solve. 

It’s also helpful to know something about the author. For instance, you’d likely read a book on the subject of magic by J. K. Rowling very differently from one by J. R. R. Tolkien. Because of their different world views, you could guess that their views would be reflected in their literary work. We know from our previous study of the Gospel of John that John had a very different writing style than the other Gospel writers. So, knowing that about John, we might at least be wondering if he uses similar literary devices or if this work is completely different from his Gospel.
So today, and for the next 3 weeks, I want us to be involved in the task of a first reading of a book applied to The Revelation. 

We want to know something about the author. 

We want to know what kind of book it is, what its subject is and its style of writing is.

We want to know the overall theme of the book or the summary statement of the book.

We want to know what parts the book is divided into.

We want to know what the main problems are the author is trying to solve.

This is our task list for the next 3 weeks.

Now, before we listen to the first three chapters of Revelation and begin the process of getting an overview of the whole book, let me highlight some details that will make the reading of the whole book more meaningful.

What is the title of the book? If limited to one word, the first word forms a very adequate title. In your Greek Bible you will see the first word of the book is Apocalypse. In English, that’s Revelation. It means an unveiling or a revealing. If we add the next two words of the book to the title, we have Apocalypse Jesu Christos, making the title in English now 5 words, The Revelation of Jesus Christ. Thus, you will hear me often refer to the book as The Revelation and sometimes The Revelation of Jesus Christ.
The first sentence of The Revelation goes like this: 1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants what must soon take place. We can safely say that Jesus Christ will be revealed in the book of Revelation. We will see Him more clearly and more fully, especially in His power and authority. The first sentence tells us that the Father commissioned this unveiling of His Son to John and thus to Christ’s Church. That is to say, God wants His Son unveiled to us. He wants us to know His Son and is using the book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ to do so.

Further, from what we know from the Gospel of John, Jesus Christ reveals to us His Father. 

John 12:49-50 (NIV) 49 For I did not speak of My own accord, but the Father who sent Me commanded Me what to say and how to say it. 50 I know that His command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told Me to say.” 
As Jesus is unveiled to us in this book, Jesus is revealing the Father to us. This is terribly significant. And this may point to the influence that the Gospel of John has had on my life, but more significant than heaven being a place is that heaven is where God is, where He rules and reigns. Heaven is where Jesus is, where He is King of kings and Lord of lords. So, when Jesus is unveiled to us in this book of Revelation, we are seeing what heaven looks like.
One more thing from this first sentence, we can also safely say that it is Jesus Christ who is revealing how the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is going to soon bring something very big to pass, what we will soon learn is the conclusion of time as we now know it. And that conclusion will be when Jesus Christ will rule without opposition as King of kings and Lord of lords. That is what is being unveiled in this book.

The first verse ends by introducing us to the writer of the book.

He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.
John tells us here that he has been faithful to pass on everything he saw in the vision brought to him by the angel pertaining to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. He has been a faithful witness to the vision that unveiled Jesus Christ.

Over the course of the next many weeks, I hope to lead us into this book in a way that will help us individually and as a church community to be more conscious of our place in God’s plan for this world.

I believe this book of Revelation will help us see more fully the person of Jesus Christ in His exalted position as the risen and ascended Lord of all lords and King of all kings. Not only will He conquer over His enemies, He will lead us to be overcomers of the opposition to our advancing into the Kingdom of God’s Son.

We are a blessed people to have the written word of God in our hands today. This was not always the case. 

Notice the promise of blessing in reading and hearing and obeying the words of this book.

3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
Surely implied in this is the public reading of the Scriptures. It is a good practice to read the Scriptures publicly. The reader who reads in public will be blessed. But, so will the listeners and particularly those who obey what has been heard.

This may not seem to us to be all that important since we have our own copies of the Bible, even multiple copies. But, when you think that there was a time when even in a good setting there may be only one copy of the Bible in an entire city, the public reading of the Scriptures may have been the only way a person would have an opportunity to hear the word of God. That kind of circumstance certainly elevates the importance and primacy of the public reading of the Scriptures.
So, a question you may want to pursue is, what blessing is in mind for public reading of Scripture today?
Surely the phrase, “take to heart what is written in it,” must mean to obey it. And we know that obedience to God’s word is blessed. But, this also suggests that as we work our way through the book of Revelation that there most certainly will be commands and exhortations to obey and things to do that will make us to be overcomers and not cowards. We need to stay alert to all the direct and implied ways we can put into practice what we are learning from this book, for surely those instructions are resident within its pages.

And there is urgency in this book. It is urgent that we see the unveiled Christ and understand that we need to be aligned with Him and live in Him if we are going to enjoy the grand blessings of an eternity with Him.

So, here we go. We are now entering the book of The Revelation. And what is it we are going to be seeing? We will have exposed for us the “behind the scenes agenda” of the competing forces in the world. One is good. The other is evil though dressed up to look good. One is genuine. The other is counterfeit. One is truth. The other is a pack of lies with a façade of truth.

That’s what we are presented with in the book of The Revelation. It’s a book about real life and real death, about eternal life and eternal death. It’s about ultimate ends, heaven and hell, both real destinations. So welcome to The Revelation of Jesus Christ.
For the reading of the first three chapters, I encourage you to have a highlighter so you can highlight key and important words. Then, as we re-gather for the second half of our morning together, I would like us to begin working on those overview issues like:

What do we know about the author?

What kind of book is this? What is its subject? What is the style of writing?

Could you write a preliminary summary statement of the first 3 chapters?

What do you consider to be the main problem the author is addressing in the first 3 chapters?

And now, with your Bibles or notebooks open to Revelation chapter 1 and your highlighters in hand, let’s follow along as we hear the first three chapters read to us.

Revelation 1-3
Here is the plan for the next 3 weeks. Before we start in with a microscopic look at Revelation chapter by chapter, section by section, we want to get a macroscopic look at the book and gain a sense of the whole book. Thus, as we look at the book as a whole, we will be looking for the book’s structure, repeated themes and messages, progressions, statements of purpose, identities of Christ and all other sorts of observations.

