Sunday, October 9, 2011
An Introduction to The Revelation – Part 3!
The Public Reading of Revelation 12-16
7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come. Worship Him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
Revelation 14:7 (NIV-84) 
-----------
The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. It’s a book saturated with symbols and drama. It doesn’t take a person a long time to discover that there are about as many opinions and interpretations of this one book as there are quills on a porcupine’s body. ( And maybe that is sufficiently good reason to avoid the book, especially the preacher. So I do feel the tension of the assignment that I’ve laid upon myself. Yet I proceed with confidence that this book has a message for New Heights Christian Church that we need to hear at this hour in our history. The book is far more practical to our present walk with Christ than any one of us may have previously thought.
As I mentioned last week, the book of Revelation is a very contemporary book even though it was written over 1900 years ago. It describes what’s going on right now both visibly on stage and invisibly behind the scenes. Essentially, what we learn from the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is that we live in a war zone. 
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What we also learn from this very graphic and dramatic book is that we are not bystanders in this war, but we are troops with an allegiance, either allegiance to the dragon or allegiance to the Lamb. The storyline of Revelation does not appear to offer us a DMZ, a demilitarized zone, or a neutral island on which to escape. We are all on the gridiron and have emblazoned on our helmets the mark of the beast or the mark of Christ.

Turn, if you would, to the back of your notebooks to the colored pages with the blue cover-page entitled Understanding the Book of Revelation, to the first page with the heading: God Acting in History.

Even if we could boil it down as neatly as Rose Publishing has done to four different views of the book, that still leaves us in a precarious position. For instance, let’s say that in this room today all four views are represented equally. 25% of you look at Revelation as a prophecy about church history from a few years after Christ’s ascension to the end of the world. We’ll call you the historicists group. 
	Historicist View

	Revelation as Church History during church age

	Christ’s Ascension
	
	End of the world


The next 25% of you look at Revelation as prophecy that has already been fulfilled, primarily in the first century. We’ll call you the Preterist Group. You can substitute the word past for preterist if that helps you. It’s also true that within this group are Partial Preterists, who see the final chapters of Revelation as yet future.
	Preterist View

	Revelation as Already Fulfilled 

	Christ’s Ascension
	
	End of the world


The next 25% of you look at Revelation as prophecy primarily about the future end of the world. We’ll call you the Futurist Group.
	Futurist View

	Revelation as Yet to be Fulfilled 

	Christ’s Ascension
	
	End of the world


The last 25% of you look at Revelation as a non-historical and non-prophetic drama about spiritual realities during the age of the church. We’ll call you the Idealist Group.

	Idealist View

	Revelation as non-historical and non-prophetic drama 
about spiritual realities during the church age.

	Christ’s Ascension
	
	End of the world


Now, add to this all the different views about the millennium and the days of the great tribulation, and the possibilities of large numbers of believers coming to agreement isn’t even on my “hope radar.” All I have to do is declare that I hold to one particular view and automatically, at least 75% of you are in disagreement with me.
So, why then are we studying the book of Revelation if there is such a high potential of disagreement?

When I consider the reason the book of Revelation was written in the first place and take a look around to see what is going on in our world, at home and abroad, I believe the conditions are very ripe for us to hear the message of The Revelation in a similar manner in which the early church, the first readers of this book, would have heard it. 
When we return to the first three chapters of the book, we will see seven churches at varying levels of obedience to Christ and each one is charged with the exhortation to be overcomers, to get ready for the final judgment. No matter where we see ourselves among those churches, the charge is similar, we must be about being overcomers.
And what exactly are we to overcome? We are to overcome the forces of evil in whatever form they present themselves, be it our internal sin nature and our sinful choices and habits or the evil deceptions and temptations that surround us or the persecutions coming from evil men under the control of the great enemy of our souls. When we yielded our lives to the call of God and surrendered to His lordship, we became members of a team of overcomers. That’s what it means to be a disciple of Christ.
So, why are we studying the Book of Revelation? In order to spur us on in our calling to be overcomers; to be find encouragement from the storyline of the book to endure and persevere in the midst of internal and external opposition.

Another good reason for us to study the book of The Revelation is to shake us up a bit. To wake us up to the reality of ultimate destinations and the little and big decisions we make along the way that determine our destination.

This is my personal opinion only, but I’m thinking that the church in America needs to be persecuted for one primary reason: The light on our lampstand is dim and flickering and we need it trimmed to shine more brightly and clearly. And persecution will do just that. I’m not wanting it, but I’m thinking we need it.
But, we certainly must not wait for persecution to surrender to the discipline of the Lord. I believe if we listen to the message coming from the book of Revelation, we will hear a loud call to what could be termed a whole new re-conversion to Christ. Do we see ourselves as being in a company of conquerors with Christ? Do we see ourselves as among the body of believers who have been washed by the blood of the Lamb? Do we count ourselves as those who are prepared, if we are asked, to go through and come out of the great tribulation? In other words, are we really crucified with Christ and is the life we now live Christ living in us?
This is the reason we are studying the book of Revelation.
Some of you have heard about Christian Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani of Iran who has been convicted and sentenced to death for converting from Islam to Christianity. This is but one illustration of the outward, visible manifestation of the war that is going on between Satan and Christ’s church. The book of Revelation helps us see this behind the scenes activity that results in hostilities such as this one against Pastor Youcef. When asked to recant his faith in Christ under the threat of death, Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani replied, “I cannot.”

Yesterday at Missions Fest, we heard from Russell Stendal say that in Columbia in very recent years there have been more pastors killed by terrorist than in any other country in the world. His mission has a ministry right now with over 400 widows of Columbian pastors. These are pastors who, having hope beyond this life, have given their lives in serving Christ. The hope that was theirs is the hope that is central to the message of the book of Revelation.

Today we listen to sections 4 & 5.

In Section 4 (chapters 12-14), notice how it opens with the birth of Christ in chapter 12 and by chapter 14 we see the 144,000 in heaven singing a song that can only be sung by those who have been redeemed. This is a pattern that has been recurring and a pattern we will talk about more in weeks to come, the pattern of starting the section with Christ, either in His earthly ministry or at the beginning of His time in heaven as the risen and ascended Lord of lords, and ending at the final judgment or in the glories of the triumphant Christ.
In chapter 12 we are introduced to the dragon, describing the devil, and how he was hurled down from heaven to earth after warring with Michael and the angels. This sets the devil on earth to accuse of the believers in Christ, but who in turn are equipped to overcome him by the blood of the Lamb.
In chapter 13 we are introduced to the sea beast whose mission is to make war against the saints and conquer them. But in verse 8 we learn that those belonging to the Lamb were not conquered. We are also introduced to the earth beast whose mission is to deceive the inhabitants of the earth and force them to receive the mark of the beast. In chapter 14 we learn that 144,000 who had the Lamb’s name written on their foreheads were not taken in by the deception of the earth beast.
The remainder of chapter 14 announces and then describes how the Son of Man will defeat Babylon and all those who have taken the mark of the beast. The defeat will look like a farmer harvesting his ripe grapes. The judgment of the unrepentant is coming and it won’t look pretty.

Read chapters 12-14.
Section 5 (chapters 15-16) opens at chapter 15 in heaven after Christ and His church have triumphed victoriously, a victory that was foreshadowed by the victory of Moses over Pharaoh when the horse and rider were thrown into the sea. By 15:5, we are taken back in time to demonstrate that the final judgments on the unrepentant are the wrath of God. They are righteous judgments and these are no longer warnings. Repentance is no longer an option at this point. 
As we hear of the bowls being poured out in chapter 16, some of you may want to have your notebooks open to chapter 8 and follow along to note how the trumpets of chapters 8, 9 and 11 at verse 15 parallel the bowls of chapter 16. Hopefully, it will raise some questions in your mind as to why the similarity between sections 3 and 5.
Read chapters 15-16.
These are sobering chapters. We see that the warnings of the coming of God’s wrath against sinners who refuse to repent are serious warnings. A time will come when judgment will fall and it doesn’t have to wait until the final judgment day. It could be on the day we take our final breath that our final opportunity to repent has just past.
I know it’s a somber note on which to end the service, but it makes the glory of our salvation all the more powerful. We can be more than conquerors through Christ who has conquered sin for us. Now it is on us to welcome His victorious power into our lives by first dying with Christ in repentance. Then, as we receive Christ’s victorious life, and live in Him, we, too, can be conquerors over evil and enjoy the blessings of heaven forever.
Amen!

Here are the questions I will be asking you to work on during the second half of our morning together.

Section 4 – Chapters 12-14

1. Recreate (or outline) the story line in chapters 12-14:5. 
2. Outline the storyline in chapter 14:6-20. 
3. Make an attempt to assign some time frames to the events described in chapters 12-14. When were or are these things taking place?

4. Write a summary statement for section 4.

Section 5 – Chapters 15-16

1. After looking over both chapters 15 & 16, where do verses 15:1-4 fit in a timeline of this section? 

2. Compare the bowls of chapter 16 with the trumpets of chapters 8-11. What do you see? What do you think it means? What is the difference between a “trumpet” and a “bowl”?
3. What is the lesson for us and the world from the “bowl judgments”?
4. Write a summary statement for section 5.

What difference does the message from Revelation 12-16 make in your life?

