Sunday, November 6, 2011 – Communion Sunday
The Glorious Christ!

Revelation 1:9-20
13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet and with a golden sash around His chest. 
Revelation 1:13 (NIV84)
-----------
We are studying the book of Revelation. One of the primary reasons for this study is for us to see Jesus Christ in new and clearer ways, particularly to see Him as He is now as our Ascended Lord, reigning now in heaven, ruling now over the affairs of men.

As I have proposed to you, the entire book appears to be a series of seven sections or units covering the same period of time, the time between Christ’s first coming and His second coming. Within each section there are several points of connection with the other sections, even though the perspective of each section appears to be different.

I invite you to turn in you notebooks to page 1 or to chapter 1 of Revelation in your Bibles. Presently, we are in section 1 which includes chapter 1-3. These three chapters comprise a unit. If you enjoy mapping, the book of Revelation is fertile soil for you. Not only will you find many links to the Old and New Testaments, you will find many links to the other units or sections within this book. I hope to point out some of those links as we go through this study.

Chapter 1 of Revelation begins with John writing a brief introduction, giving us an overview of the book. In 1:1-3, John tells us that what he has written is simply a testimony of everything he saw. And, what he saw was the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. And he communicates to us that it is vitally important that we listen to this book because the time is near for the things spoken of in this book to soon take place. To counter possible fear of what is about to take place, he assures his readers-hearers, that they will be blessed if they conform their lives to what is written here.

At verse 4 of chapter 1, John begins writing the formal introduction to his letter. He tells us his name and then summarizes the entire book. The true author of Revelation is the Triune God. Christ, the Lamb of God, gave His life as a sacrifice so we would be free to serve God in His kingdom and serve as priests representing His kingdom. What John alluded to in his opening overview, John now tells us is the day of Christ’s return, of His coming back. He will come with the clouds, just as He left, and will come to judge those who are unrepentant, for surely He has the power and authority because He is the Alpha and the Omega, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Then, in 1:9-20, John goes back to explain in greater detail how he received this Revelation. He tells us where he received it. He tells us why he was on the island of Patmos. He informs us as to whom he was to send this scroll and, more importantly, he describes the voice he saw. And there is no mistaking that John was describing his Lord and his best friend, Jesus Christ. 

The description John gives of Jesus in chapter 1 of Revelation is not how Jesus would have been described while on earth. While on earth, we see Jesus in humiliation. Paul says He made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. . . . He humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:6-8).
But this vision of Jesus Christ that John relays to us in chapter 1, is a very different portrayal. Jesus Christ is a Royal Priest, an Unflinching Prophet and a Powerful King, dressed for battle. He is a fearsome God.
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Not only did John see Him, he heard from Him and felt His physical touch on him. He was not to be afraid, even though Christ has the power of brings ones life to an end and determine a person’s destination for eternity.

Then John ends chapter 1 by telling us of the assignment he received from Jesus that he had already begun to complete. And, in case we hadn’t figured it out already, he tells us that the seven lampstands are the seven churches he is writing to.

That’s an overview of Revelation chapter 1.

Last week I asked if there was a cohesive storyline running through the book of Revelation and I concluded that whatever the storyline will turn out to be it will include the revealing of Jesus Christ, even as He is doing the revealing. Today’s text will certainly build on that part of the storyline as Christ unveils Himself to us in a way that many of us have never seen before.

Also last week we saw clearly from the text that God wants us to know the message of the book of Revelation. And He made the assignment as good as personal for all of us. His commission of His Son was to reveal Himself to His servants, which I take to mean all of us who trust in Him as our Master. God does not want us going through life not knowing our Lord. Knowing the message of The Revelation will go a long way to helping us know our Lord as He is now in His glory, the ascended, conquering King.

One of the most significant statements I made last week that must not go into the trash bin is that for us to get the most out of this book we must be able to identify with the suffering and persecution of its audience. I suggested two ways we can identify with their suffering. First was to take note of the afflicting pressure that we personally feel for identifying ourselves with Christ and His word. If we know firsthand what it is to pay a significant price to follow Jesus, then we likely have ears to hear the message of Revelation. 
The second way I suggested was to become personally acquainted with a fellow believer who was currently being persecuted for his or her walk with Christ. The more first hand it is for us that suffering is a normal reality for Christians, the more likely it will be that we will see Jesus Christ as our Warrior going out to win the battle for us and for His glory. Firsthand knowledge of suffering with Christ will dissolve much of the mystery of this book.

Another huge factor that will help us in making sense of Revelation is a working knowledge of the storyline of the Old Testament, especially the part that covers the lives of Joseph, Moses and Joshua. Revelation is always a contemporary book for the Christian who lives in this world, passionately walking with his Savior Jesus Christ and partnering with Him as our Warrior-King to overcome the attacks of the enemy of our souls.

Last week, I also expressed grave concern regarding our tendency to diminish Jesus in our lives by displacing Him with lesser goals and temporary pleasures that seem to be more rewarding, or temporary pressures that appear to be life threatening. Much too often we have overruled our Lord’s advice and instruction, thinking we knew better than He what was best us.

Today, with the help of John through the expression of his true pastor’s heart, he will lead us to our glorious Lord who is ready to fight on our behalf to break the chains of bondage and enfold us in His joy and love. 

Folks, I’ve got to tell you that the more you dig into God’s word, the more riches you will find. As a result, I’m in a real bind. I’ve got a whole lot more to say than you have time to stay. Plus, I’ve got a list of great subjects coming out of my study that I don’t even have time to pursue.
Let me make a shameless plug. Either within the context of our home fellowship groups or on your own or in small groups of your own making, especially with family members, please make use of the study guides that I’m preparing for you to use in advance of Sunday’s sermon. If you are not presently receiving them at your email address, please consider giving me that address and I’ll include you when I send them out each week.

I so much wanted to talk about John’s relationship with Christ during Christ’s earthly ministry. Just real briefly, John viewed his relationship with Christ to be something quite special. Four times John speaks of himself in His gospel as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 12:23; 19:26; 21:7 & 21:20). I take it from these references that John really felt he was loved by Christ. In the John 21:20 passage he says he leaned back against Jesus while at the last supper. John felt like he was a close friend of Jesus’.
I also so much wanted to talk about John’s relationship with the seven churches in Asia Minor. It is no small thing for John to say to these churches that he is their brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that was theirs in Jesus. John, a fellow sufferer, binds himself to the people in these churches who are suffering. He knows firsthand the reality of suffering. But, he also, and more importantly, knows firsthand the One who is both the cause of their suffering and the hope that awaits them as they endure their suffering. Jesus Christ suffered as He waged war to set us free from sin’s captivity. It should come as no surprise that when we are attached to Christ, His enemy will treat us in like manner as he did our Savior. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV84) 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. What a gift to have a companion in our suffering! What a gift! John was that gift, a companion to the suffering believers in Asia Minor. We can be that companion to one another right here and now in this congregation.

For the remainder of my time, I want us to focus on the vision of Christ that John saw in chapter 1. In verses 9 & 10, John is already hearing a loud voice like a trumpet speaking to him and commanding him to write and send a scroll to seven specific churches. And the voice names them.
In verse 12, John turns around to see the voice. What he sees is terribly significant for understanding the book of Revelation. 
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Revelation 1:12-16 (NIV84) 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” . . . 
Why is this so significant?

First, we need to consider the location of these golden lampstands. To the reader or listener who understands his Old Testament, he would immediately be transported in his mind to the Holy Place in the Tabernacle or the Temple. Listen to the instructions from the Lord to Moses and take notice of the location of the lampstand.

Exodus 40:1-5 (NIV84) 1 Then the Lord said to Moses: 2 “Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on the first day of the first month. 3 Place the ark of the Testimony in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 4 Bring in the table and set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 Place the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
Hebrews 9:2 (NIV84) 2 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. 

The lampstand with its seven lamps is located in the Holy Place. That, I suggest is the location of these seven lampstands that John sees in his vision. And in the middle of these lampstands is the ascended Christ, as in the presence of the Lord in the Tent of meeting.
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Exodus 33:9-11 (NIV84) 9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. 11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. 
It is not simply to establish that the location of this vision is in the Holy Place within the Tabernacle, but to establish that the Tabernacle or Tent of Meeting represents the presence of God among His people. That is what is being pictured here in John’s vision. The powerful, and terrifying son of man in the midst of the lampstands is the risen, ascended Christ.
In case you are wondering, Revelation does speak in terms of the present heaven having God’s temple within it along with the ark of His covenant. cf. Revelation 11:19 & 15:5. Other temple articles are also mentioned in Revelation as being in heaven. 

Golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints - Revelation 5:8 & 8:3-5. 

Seven lamps blazing before the throne representing the seven spirits of God. Rev 4:5.

Reference to the slain Lamb being in heaven, again connects us to the tabernacle on earth. Rev. 5:6.

Yet more important is how we see this someone “like a son of man.” There is no doubt that this is the Christ. And, He certainly is the risen, ascended Christ, now reigning in heaven. And He is in the middle of the seven lampstands. But, what are we to make of His appearance?

Revelation 1:12-16 (NIV84)
12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” 
dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet and 
with a golden sash around His chest. 
14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and 
His eyes were like blazing fire. 
15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and 
His voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and 
out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. 
His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
To understand what to make of His appearance, I draw on two other texts of Scripture. One from Psalm 93:1-5, which should sound familiar to you since it’s our worship text for today. The other is the Gospel record of the Transfiguration of Christ in Matthew.

Psalm 93:1-5 (NIV84)
1 The Lord reigns, 
He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. 
2 Your throne was established long ago; You are from all eternity. 
3 The seas have lifted up, O Lord, the seas have lifted up their voice; the seas have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea— the Lord on high is mighty. 
5 Your statutes stand firm; holiness adorns Your house for endless days, O Lord. 
In Psalm 93, the holiness of the Lamb combines with the regal authority of the Lion.
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Matthew 17:1-8 (NIV84)
1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There He was transfigured before them. 
His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 
These are not identical, item for item matches. But both Psalm 93 and the Transfiguration of Jesus in Matthew portray Jesus in His heavenly glory, in terrifying glory, in majestic power. Yet, there is not lost in all three of these pictures of Christ His gentle character of love and tenderness for His people. He touches John in both the Transfiguration and the Revelation vision and says, “Do not be afraid.”

I believe we see here the combination of Jesus as the Lion and the Lamb, the Warrior going out to conquer and the Humble Servant giving His life for His sheep.

Revelation 1:17-18 (NIV84)
17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
It not only should not surprise us that John fell at His feet as though dead, we should have expected it. There is no power greater than our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no authority greater than our Lord. Who else has the keys of death and Hades? No one by our Lord. There is no holiness found in any person that matches the holiness and purity of our Lord. There is no one who combines such power, authority and holiness with love, grace and mercy as does our Lord Jesus Christ.

Praise God that John not only saw this vision of our Lord, a vision of what He is like right now, reigning in the heavenlies, there with His Father on the Throne, portrayed as being right now among the full and complete church of God as depicted by the seven lampstands.

Revelation 1:19-20 (NIV84)
19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in My right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
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In The Silver Chair (from C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia), a dreadfully thirsty little girl named Jill finds herself desperate to drink from a stream of water. Unfortunately, it is guarded by a fearsome-looking lion named Aslan (the Christ figure in the Narnia series). Lewis describes how, overcome by thirst, “she almost felt she would not mind being eaten by the lion if only she could be sure of getting a mouthful of water first.” Jill asks and receives permission from him to come and drink. The lion’s voice frightens her so much, however, that she wavers over risking another step toward the stream.

“Will you promise not to do anything to me, if I do come?”

“I make no promise,” said the Lion …

“Do you eat girls?” she said.

“I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and realms,” said the Lion …

“I daren’t come and drink,” said Jill.

“Then you will die of thirst,” said the Lion. “There is no other stream.”

It was the worst thing she had ever had to do, but she went forward.
David Bryant suggests this story “illustrates the tension all Christians should feel about their relationship with God’s Son.” 
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It’s much like the tension John, even as a dear friend of Christ’s, still felt when Christ revealed Himself to him in His ascended glory. He was overcome by Christ’s presence and power and glory. Yet, the touch of the Lion’s right hand on him was one of comfort and encouragement. “Do not be afraid.”

Bryant describes it this way: “On the one hand, around Christ flows a river of blessing filled with the riches of His Kingdom. It’s sufficient to quench our deepest thirsts as well as satisfy the pervasive longings of a whole creation. Christians are invited to drink with abandon, to consume without hesitation all He promises us. Yet, we do so knowing this: Christ will also consume us with Himself in the process. This is the ultimate transaction held out to everyone in the Gospel. This is what Lewis understood so well: God calls us both to consume Christ (never to cease feeding upon the wealth of power and riches in His Kingdom) and to be consumed with Him (like the fiery bush Moses witnessed as it was consumed with the flames of God’s glory, yet able to keep on burning). 

Folks, this is where history is headed; to the great consummation of all things in Christ. No president or king of any country will consummate history in himself. No international corporation will gather so much power that it will rule of our Lord. No, all things in all of history will be brought together in the person of Jesus the Christ and they will stand or fall based on His judgment.

The late George Eldon Ladd writes: “You cannot understand God’s redemptive work in history apart from the Consummation. The Consummation is the true focus of all revelation.” In other words, the Gospel is not simply about “how to get to heaven when we die”. Rather it summons us to live every day increasingly awake and alive to the lordship of Christ. Why? Because “The End of all things is at hand” (1 Pet. 4). Or as John records in Revelation 1, “the time is near.” “He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him.”
This vision of Christ in Revelation 1, challenges us to take a serious look at how He will show Himself supreme at the end when He consummates everything in Himself.

The Apostle Paul put it this way in Ephesians 1:9-10 (NIV84) 
9 And He (God) made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 
Yesterday, in the closing message to the men at Iron Sharpens Iron, Dan Seaborn highlighted the absolute necessity that we build our lives and our homes on wisdom. Then he made a very profound statement. When we stand before our Lord Jesus Christ on that final day, it will not be our brilliance that brings pleasure to our Lord, but it will be the wisdom that we lived with. And I could not help but think he was really saying, it will be the presence of Christ we lived with that will bring pleasure to our Lord and we will be welcomed into His kingdom for eternity because we belong to the King now and we live in His presence now and He is our wisdom.
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