New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship Anticipating Sunday November 27, 2011

#9. Letters from heaven – Part C – Revelation 2:1-3:22!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review – Some statements from last Sunday’s sermon: 1.  “What we are observing as we read Revelation is the life and death struggle between Christ and Antichrist for the souls of men and women; and the conqueror, or overcomer, is he who is unswervingly loyal to his Lord even though it costs him his life.” 2. “The church in Smyrna was rich with life because they had overcome the obstacle that a death-threat can pose to one’s walk with Christ. They likely understood from the moment of their salvation that they were right then dying, they were dying to their own wills and yielding their lives fully to Christ.” 
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C. Preview – It is very important that we understand what is going on in Revelation 1-3 before moving on to the rest of the book. You may have it all figured out, but maybe someone else hasn’t yet. As with any good introduction to a book, the major themes and characters are introduced. Further, the major problem is presented with the hope of a solution being offered. This week’s study is intended to give us confidence in moving on in the book of Revelation. 
D. Study and Discussion - The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
Why does it matter that we understand Revelation 1, 2 & 3?

1. This first section of the Revelation is the key to the entire book.
(Was John to write and send to the seven churches only what he saw in this first vision? Rev. 1:4-5; Rev. 1:10-11. How does Rev. 1:19 help answer the question?

(Who is the main character in Section 1? 

(Is it reasonable to think He is the main character of the entire book? Rev 1:5b-7

(Could it be that the call to repentance we see in chapters 2-3 is but the prelude to the entire book? . . . that the remainder of the book which each church would read was intended to build the case for their need to repent? 

(Are the rewards that are to be given to the overcomers from each of the seven churches pointing us to heaven? 

(What value do these rewards play in overcoming the crises of Lordship that believers face throughout their walk on this earth?

2. This first section reveals the most pressing issue for every Christian of every generation until the Day of Christ’s return.

(What is a crisis of Lordship or crisis of Christ’s supremacy? It’s any challenge or hindrance to Christ’s rightful role in our lives to rule and reign as Lord.

(What are the sources of those challenges and hindrances?

3. The first section helps clarify the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ and what it means to be a Christian.
(What is the message of the gospel according to Revelation 1, 2 & 3? Rev. 1:5b-6; 

(What does it mean to be a Christian according to Revelation 1, 2 & 3?

(How do your answers compare with the rest of the New Testament? i.e., Matthew 10; (Mark 8:34-38); Matthew 16:24-28; Matthew 19:28-30; (Mark 10:29-31)

