New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship Anticipating Sunday December 11, 2011

#12. The Lamb is the Lion who is Worthy to Open the Scroll – Revelation 4:1-5:14!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review – Some statements from last Sunday’s sermon, The Throne that Rules the Universe: Our Lord God rules over the entire universe from His throne. There is never a circumstance that we experience that is outside of His control. We are always under His sovereign care. Living in surrender to and in worship of our Triune God is really all that matters. We can be confident overcomers as we attach ourselves to Christ by faith and welcome His embrace of us as He carries us through all that the world throws at us.

C. Preview – To understand Section 2, it is vital that we fully get the picture in chapters 4 & 5. Read both chapters 4 & 5, remembering that they are the first half and a unit of Section 2. On your own, read the entire section, chapters 4-7, to understand the perspective of the storyline of section 2 spanning the time frame from Christ’s first coming to His second coming. 
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D. Reading and Conversation - The Lamb is the Lion who is Worthy to Open the Scroll
As you read Revelation 4 & 5, be asking . . .
(Quickly review questions 1, 2 & 3)
1. What am I looking at? (4:1-6a)
2. Who are the 4 living creatures? (4:6b-8)
3. Who are the 24 elders? (4:9-11)
4. What problem is revealed? (5:1-5)
5. Why is the Lamb the solution? (5:6-10)
6. Based on the response of the angels and every other creature, what thoughts do you have, either about what must be contained in the scroll, or, about the Lamb who is worthy to open it? (5:11-14)
E. Digging and Discussing in Revelation 5:1-14 
1. (5:1-4) What are the important details of the story of the scroll? (What is the scene? Where is this taking place? Who holds the scroll? What is communicated by the sorrow that no one is found to break the seals, open the scroll or look inside? Given in whose hand the scroll is held and the huge concern that someone be found to open it, how important must be the contents of the scroll? What would happen if no one was found to open the scroll? 
2. (5:5-7) How is the One who is worthy to open the scroll identified or described? (What story does the title, “Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,” tell (Micah 5:1-4)? What is the significance of seeing the Lamb that look as if it had been slain (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:7; Exodus 12:3-13)?)
3. (5:8-14) Why is there such great rejoicing in heaven that someone was found to open the scroll? (What do we learn about Jesus from the praise that is given Him? Who is Jesus in relation to the universe? . . . in relation to His church? . . . in relation to us? . . . to me?)
4. Extra for fun: Compare chapters 4 & 5. “He who sits on the throne” 4:2, 9; 5:1, 7, 13. “The four living creatures” 4:6; 5:6, 8, 11, 14. “The twenty-four elders” 4:4; 5:6, 8 14. “Fall or fell and worshiped“4:10, 11; 5:8, 14. “Worthy” 4:11; 5:9, 12. “Created” or “Every creature” 4:11; 5:13.
F. Praying for and Encouraging One Another
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