New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, January 15, 2012
#13. The Coronation of the King of Kings – Revelation 5:1-14
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.
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3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review –from Christmas Sunday’s sermon, The Conquering King and Bridegroom in heaven! The glorious good news is that in baby Jesus, a Savior would arise and be crowned King of kings and Lord of lords. The One who was the sacrificial Lamb of God would also be the Lion of Judah who would rule in power and righteousness for eternity. The baby Jesus was destined for the rising and falling of many in Israel (Luke 2:34) for a day is coming when the He, who is already seated on the Throne of the Majesty in heaven and has been crowned as the everlasting King, will again leave His Ivory Palace and come to retrieve His ransomed Bride. That King is Christ who now wears the Coronation Robe as the Conquering King and Bridegroom in heaven. 

C. Preview – Before moving on to chapter 6 within the Second Section of Revelation (chapters 4-7), I feel constrained to spend one more sermon on chapters 4 & 5, primarily on what I am seeing as “the coronation of Christ as King” in chapter 5. The theory we are working with in our study of The Revelation is that the book presents seven parallel sections progressing through the same time period between Christ’s first and second comings. Chapters 4 & 5 give us a view of the start of that time period as it begins with Christ’s ascension in the context of His crucifixion and resurrection as the Lamb of God. Arriving in heaven, He is seen as the only One qualified to break the seals of the “scroll” and open it. The adulation showered on Him reveals that this “Lamb” is the King who rules the universe from the throne of God.
D. Reading, Digging and Discussing – The process of the King becoming the King 
The following questions lead us through a quick outline for Jesus’ life: Pre-existence, Birth, Life, Death, Resurrection, Ascension/Coronation, Second Coming and Consummation. Where are we living now in this outline and what difference does it make to us that our Lord is NOW reigning as King of the universe? [RECOMMENDATION: MOVE THROUGH THESE QUESTIONS QUICKLY WITH SHORT ANSWERS. GET THE OVERVIEW. THIS STUDY IS NOT INTENDED TO GO DEEP.]
1. How does John describe who Jesus was before and as He came into the world? - John 1:9-18
2. What makes the kingdom of God good news? - Mark 1:14-18 and Matthew 9:35-38
3. What is the meaning of the kingdom of God (Heaven)? Is it the sphere of God’s rule and reign? And who belongs to the kingdom of God? [Bonus: Do we have to wait until we get to heaven to live in the Kingdom of God?] - Matthew 19:28-30 and Luke 22:27-30
4. How does Paul summarize Jesus’ life in Philippians 2:5-11? Is this a description of what the kingdom of God means?
5. How does the writer of Hebrews summarize Jesus’ life in Hebrews 1:3? When did Jesus take His seat on the throne in heaven?
6. As you read Revelation 5:1-14, can you see how this is likely describing the “coronation” of Jesus Christ as King (Lord) of the universe? (Coronation simply means being crowned as King, and thus, being able to sit on the King’s throne and rule and reign.) 

7. If time permits, read Peter’s Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:14-41. Note the outline of Jesus’ life. Could it be that Christ is NOW reigning from heaven on this earth and in us by His Holy Spirit?
F. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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