New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, February 12, 2012
#15. Living in a world opposed to Christ (Six Seals Part 2) – Revelation 6:1-17
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review –from the last Revelation sermon, The History of the World and the Church! I want you to know that this is not an attempt to disrespect other views but rather to see if the 7-Parallel-Sections-view maintains integrity with the rest of Scripture and keeps exalting Christ in the process. I felt it necessary to adopt one particular perspective on the book during our study and allow it to make its case so that we could get the details out on the table and placed into one unified whole. On that point, I believe those holding a different perspective should only get stronger in their view.
  I took the position that the rider on the white horse was either Christ or the Gospel going out to conquer during the period between Christ’s ascension and His second coming. It possibly could be argued that the first rider could be a combination of these two, Christ, going out with the Gospel through His Church/disciples.
  Prior to Christ’s ascension, Jesus had commissioned His disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel, making disciples of every nation (Matthew 28:18-20). Surely, conquest was envisioned in His commission, a commission that is still in force for Christians today and until He returns. 
Possible outline for Revelation 6 - Part 1: First four seals opened: Four symbolic colored horses
1. (6:1-2) Rider on a White Horse = the gospel advances to the ends of the earth
2. (6:3-4) Rider on a Red Horse = wars devastate its populations
3. (6:5-6) Rider on a Black Horse = famine causes endless suffering
4. (6:7-8) Rider on a Pale Horse = death is the constant companion of those who dwell on the earth 
Part 2: Fifth seal opened
5. (6:9-11) Souls of God’s people who died for their faith in Christ
Part 3: Sixth seal opened
6. (6:12-17) Judgment and terror for those who reject Christ  
C. Preview – How does our understanding of the fifth seal affect our understanding of the first four and the sixth? Let’s work with this premise: chapter 6 gives us a symbolic description of the history of the world and the church between Christ’s first and second comings.
D. Reading, Digging and Discussing – The Fifth and the Sixth Seals 
1. a. Read chapter 6. b. Review the outline. c. List questions you have for each part of the outline.
2. Focus on the 5th Seal - the souls of God’s people under the altar. a. Who are they? b. What arguments can you make that these are believers across history including present day believers who have died for their identification with Christ? c. What is the difference between “avenge” and “revenge”? What is being asked for here? d. What hope is communicated in these verses? 
3. Time permitting, focus on the 6th Seal. a. What is being described here? b. What arguments can you make that the final judgment is being described? c. Who is being judged in this judgment? d. How does Christ want you to respond to this knowledge?
F. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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