New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, February 19, 2012
16. The suffering Church of Jesus Christ, sealed with protection, ownership and certification! Part 1 – Revelation 7:1-17
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review –from the last Revelation sermon, Living in a world opposed to Christ! (Six Seals Part 2) “Now when we come to the fifth and sixth seals they point to this division that takes place with the advance of Christ and the Gospel. The witnesses (from the Greek μαρτυρία = martyr = witness) of Christ, though they may have had to die for their faith, are not without hope. They are still very much alive in Christ awaiting the final consummation. And those who have lived in rebellion against Christ are filled with terror as the reality of their rebellion against their Creator who is now judging them righteously. When Christ returns, the opportunity for repentance is now gone.”

C. Preview – Who are “those who were sealed” and “those in white robes”? Chapter 7 has been described as an interlude. However, it may actually be an answer to the question raised in 6:17, “Who is able to stand?” One of your tasks in this study is to verify or refute this premise. Also, as always in studying The Revelation, attempt to place yourself in the shoes of the first readers of this book. How do these words bring you encouragement for keeping your passion and focus on Christ in this life?
D. Reading, Digging and Discussing – “those who were sealed” and “those in white robes”
Note: We will be spending 2 weeks in chapter 7. Though the emphasis this first week will be on “those who were sealed,” it will be helpful to have acquaintance with the second half of chapter 7 while we focus on the first half. In addition, keep in mind the context of Section 2 (chapters 4-7) as you study.
1. Go back and read Revelation 6:9-17, paying attention to the division that response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ creates: i.e. (9-11) the souls of God’s people who died for their faith in Christ & (12-17) the judgment and terror for those who reject Christ.

2. a. As you now read Revelation 7:1-17, take particular note of any connections you may see with Revelation 6. 

b. Is it possible that chapter 7 is an amplification or explanation of who the people are in the opening of the fifth seal? 

c. Try to answer, what, if any, is the connection between what is happening in chapter 7 with the opening of the fifth seal?

3. How do you see Revelation 7:1-17 answering the question from 6:17, “the great day of wrath has come, and who can stand? Is this verse not a clear transition to chapter 7?

4. What is going on in 7:1-3? Is it possible that the judgment that is going on in 6:12-14 is held back so that the judgment that is coming on those who reject Christ does not fall on the righteous?
5. What is the meaning of being “sealed”? (cf. 9:4) If the seal is equivalent to having Christ’s name and His Father’s name written on our foreheads, for what purpose? (cf.14:1; Ezekiel 9:3-6) 
6. Are the 144,000 Jewish believers or all believers? (John 10:16 = one flock and one shepherd) and (Rom. 10:12; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:14–16; Col. 3:11) 

E. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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