New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, February 26, 2012
17. The suffering Church of Jesus Christ, sealed with protection, ownership and certification! Part 2 – Revelation 7:1-17; 8:1
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 

1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review –from the last Revelation sermon, The suffering Church of Jesus Christ . . . ! Part 1) “The clear implication is that this seal protects believers in Christ from the coming judgment. The seal of God upon the servants of God is the answer to the question cried out by those who have rejected Christ, “who can stand?” Those who are fully aware that they cannot stand when the great day of God’s wrath comes ask the question that God answers with the placement of His seal of protection, ownership and certification on His servants. Only those who are sealed by God will enjoy His protection from the coming judgment.”

C. Preview – Who are “those who were sealed” and “those in white robes”? Chapter 7 appears to answer the question raised in 6:17, “Who is able to stand?” Our task this week is to answer: Are the 144,000 who are sealed and the great multitude wearing white robes the same people, just in two different locations or settings? How does your understanding of these two groupings bring you encouragement for keeping your focus on Christ?

D. Reading, Digging and Discussing – “those who were sealed” and “those in white robes”
Note: This is week 2 in chapter 7. Keep in mind the context of Section 2 (chapters 4-7) as you study. Note, as well, that we are including Revelation 8:1 in this study and in Section 2.
1. Go back and read Revelation 6:16-17 for the reminder that it was those who had rejected Christ that were asking the very important question, in the face of the great judgment who is able to stand?
2. a. Read Revelation 7:1-8, focusing on verse 4-8, those who were sealed. Remember the reason these servants of God were sealed was to protect them from the great day of God’s wrath (6:17).

b. How should we understand the meaning of “144,000 from all the tribes of Israel”? Try to answer, what, if any, is the connection between what is happening in chapter 7 with the opening of the fifth seal? (Here is one way to arrive at 144,000. 3x4=12. 12x12=144. 10x10x10=1000. 122x103=144,000. 144x1000=144,000.) Symbolically, could 144,000 simply be describing the multitude of the servants of God across the full history of time, including the Old Covenant and the New Covenant time periods?



c. Are the 144,000 only Jewish believers or all believers? 
John 10:16 = one flock and one shepherd
Romans 10:12
1 Corinthians 12:13
Galatians 3:28
Ephesians 2:14–16
Colossians 3:11
Hebrews 11:32-40

“Seeing in this list a portrayal of the church as the New Israel … resolves the difficulties quite simply.”﻿21﻿ Significant is the great multitude that no one can number; it comes forth out of the twelve tribes of Israel. In response to the Great Commission (Matt. 28:20), a worldwide multitude has come to faith in Christ that with the saints of the Old Testament constitutes the full number of God’s servants (Heb. 11:40).”

3. a. Read Revelation 7:9-12.
b. List all that these verses tell you about this “great multitude”.

How big is this multitude?

From where did they come?

Where are they now?

What are they wearing?

What are they doing & saying?

Who else is with them?

What did the angels do?

What do you notice about what they said?

c. What catches your attention about this “great multitude”?

4. a. Read Revelation 7:13-17.
b. What addition information do these verse add to what the previous verses told you about this “great multitude”?

From where did they come? What is the great tribulation?

How did they get white robes?

Where are they now?

What are they doing now?

What will God do for them (7:15c; 7:17)? Is this echoes of Psalm 23?

What will be different for them now in heaven (7:16)? 

c. What catches your attention about this “great multitude” now with this added information?

5. a. Read Revelation 8:1
b. Why would there be silence at the opening of the seventh seal? Why for “half an hour”? How long is a symbolic “half an hour”?

“The entire chapter, devoted to the saints, is more of a pinnacle than a pause.” ﻿1
 
E. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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