New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, March 18, 2012
20. The sixth trumpet and the stubbornness of an unrepentant heart – Revelation 9:12-21
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 

1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review/Preview – “The first four plagues (trumpets) describe calamities unleashed in nature: the earth, sea, rivers, springs of water, and the celestial bodies. The next two plagues describe the demonic forces that are unleashed by Satan, their king, to torment the people (v. 11). This is a description of hell itself in which people seek to die but realize that death is eluding them (v. 6). Their mental and spiritual suffering is without end. The sixth plague involves all humanity, of which a third is killed (v. 15). Two hundred million warriors, representing demonic troops, wage war against the people. These forces symbolically depict a vast multitude of fallen angels (v. 16). They are bent on killing people with fire, smoke, and sulfur. But the sad result is that none of the unbelievers, although they experience agony and destruction, repents from their evil deeds of murder, witchcraft, fornication, and theft (v. 21).” “We need to see spiritual forces at work in the world of the unregenerated, wicked men—forces which are symbolized by these monsters of the infernal realm.”﻿  [Kistemaker, S. J., & Hendriksen, W. Exposition of the Book of Revelation, p.284]
In this study I would like us to ATTEMPT to see the connections between the sections, particularly relating to the conditions leading up to the final judgment. I have attempted to include passages from sections 2-7 that are parallel with each other. I may have chosen the wrong selection that is actually its parallel. If so, this is where you can help me. So, be sure to make use of your notebook and Bible as you complete this study. Our objective is to get a better handle on what God uses to call unrepentant sinners to surrender in their battle against Christ so that they would cry out to Him for salvation.
C. Reading, Digging and Discussing – 
1. If possible, read Revelation 9:12-21.
2. Review the significance of this items and what they represent:
a. “the golden altar”
   b. “the great river Euphrates”
   c. “the mounted troops of two hundred million” 

3. Here is a proposed “event sequence” for the “Seven Progressively Parallel Sections” view of Revelation. What we are trying to figure out in this study is where on this chart does the Sixth Trumpet fit? Is it at the end of the “3 ½ years” period or at the beginning of the “3 ½ days” period? Make use of the attached file (2012-03-18 Revelation 9 12-21 study guide with normal grid) and this chart below to give your best effort to make the determination.
	Christ’s first coming
	Ascension & Coronation (5:6-10)
	Time, times and half a time/3 ½ years (12:14) = millennium/thousand years (20:3) = gospel age (20:7) = advancing the gospel (6:2; 20:1-3) = tribulation = 42 months (13:5-6)
	3 ½ days (11:7-11) = Armageddon (16:16; 19:11-16) = final tribulation (6:12-17; 13:7-8; 16:12-16) = Gog & Maggog (20:7-10)
	Christ’s return & Rapture (11:11-12
	Final judgment & rewards (11:15-19)


4. How does John describe the true church in the Revelation? The true church = sealed (7:3, 5; 9:4) = numbered (earthly tribes of Israel, 144,000 (7:4)) = the great multitude (7:9) = protected (7:1-8) = measured (earthly sanctuary or temple of Israel (11:1)) = two witnesses (11:3-14)= a camp of God’s people (20:9)= the city He loves (20:9) = the golden altar (6:9-11;8:3-4; 16:7)

5. What does it mean to be sealed by God? 2 Corinthians 1:22 (NIV84) set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Ephesians 1:13 (NIV84) And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, Ephesians 4:30 (NIV84) And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 2 Timothy 2:19 (NIV84) Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”  

D. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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