New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, April 1, 2012
22. The two witnesses – Revelation 11:1-14 – Plus the Worship text from Zechariah 4:1-14
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 

1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review/Preview – Our study keeps us in the interlude that comprises Revelation 10:1-11:14. We examined the first part of this interlude that is only a delay in the writing and reading of the Revelation but not a delay in the events within the cycle of trumpet judgments. In other words, once the sixth trumpet is complete, the seventh will commence without delay. The information we read about that is sandwiched between the sixth and seventh trumpets serves as an explanation of the relationship between the godless and the godly during the time of the trumpets. The Gospel is advanced by God’s servants and they are confronted with opposition by those who hate Christ. 
Just as the little scroll was sweet to the taste and bitter to digest (10:9-11), so will be the experience of the two witnesses in 11:1-14. They will advance the Gospel and then be killed by those opposed to the Gospel. But that won’t be the end of the story. There is more and that is what we will see in this study. 

C. Reading, Digging and Discussing – 
1. As background, read and work through the study guide for the worship text from Zechariah 4:1-14.
2. Read Revelation 11:1-14 in a see-saw manner to contrast the “worshipers of God” with the “Gentiles.”
	11:1 measure the temple; count the worshipers
	11:2 do not measure the outer court; Gentiles will trample the holy city for 42 months

	11:3-4 my two witnesses will prophesy with power for 1,260 days; they are the two olives trees and the two lampstands.
11:5-6 two witnesses have power to shut up the sky, turn the waters into blood and strike the earth with plagues.
	11:7-10 the beast comes out of the Abyss to attack the two witnesses, overpower and kill them. For three and a half days all the enemies of Christ will gloat and celebrate the silencing of these prophets

	11:11-12 after three and a half days the two witnesses are restored to life and go up to heaven in a cloud, being visible to their enemies.
	11:13 at that very hour a severe earthquake, 1/10 of city collapsed. 7000 people killed. Survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.


3. Summarize the storyline of 11:1-14.
4. How does this story fit within the time period between Christ’s first coming and His return? 
i.e. do you see the same repeating cycle within the time framework of Christ’s first coming to His second of 
(1) the advance of the Gospel, 
(2) opposition to the Gospel, 
(3) representations of final judgment 
ultimately leading to the breaking out of these repeating cycles to bring us to the day of final judgment and rewards?
5. What questions remain for you for which you want answers? List them and pass them on to the pastor.
6. What encouragements do you find in 11:1-14? 
D. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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