New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship - Anticipating Sunday, April 8, 2012
23. The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord – Revelation 11:15-19
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 

1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review/Preview – We now move past the interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets of warning that comprises Revelation 10:1-11:14. The interlude provides an explanation of what happens during the time period between Christ’s two comings, much of which recycles until the final judgment. We were particularly shown that as bad and dangerous as things could be while living in this world, if we are “in Christ,” we are eternally safe. Nothing can separate us from our relationship with Christ.
   Now we enter the seventh trumpet warning or the “third woe.” It is both the final judgment and the final rewarding of the saints and servants of God. For those who are “in Christ,” our rejoicing is unrestrained as we enter into the eternal victory that Christ has won for us. Christ is indeed the great Conqueror – and gracious to boot. He invites anyone who will surrender to Him to enjoy the spoils of His victory.
   Again, be enriched by the testimony of God’s word in the book of Revelation. I encourage you to study the worship text from Psalm 2:1-12 which complements the sermon text. Isn’t it a remarkable coincidence that our theme for this Sunday so clearly matches the theme of Christ’s resurrection that we celebrate at Easter? 

C. Reading, Digging and Discussing – 
1. Read Revelation 11:15-19.
2. Read Revelation 8:1-5 & 16:17-21 for parallel and additional information on the end of history.
3. Read Daniel 7:13-28 for additional background to our text, and note the connections with 11:15-19.
	Daniel 7:13-28
	Revelation 11:15-19

	7:14 “His dominion is an everlasting dominion”
	

	7:18 “the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom”
	

	7:22 “the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints”
	

	7:25 “the saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.”
	

	7:26 “his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever.”
	

	7:27 “the sovereignty . . . will be handed over to the saints”
	

	7:27 “His kingdom … an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship … Him.”
	


4. Both verses 15 and 17 speak of the Lord and His Christ’s reign. Over what and whom do they reign? What will be the character of their reign? How did the Lord “take” His great power and begin to reign?
5. What role do the twenty-four elders have in the reign of Christ? Why are there twenty-four elders? Why are they sitting on thrones in the presence of God? 
6. What is missing from the praise of the elders in verse 17 (Cf. Rev. 1:4 & 8 and 4:8). What significance does that omission make in understanding what is going on in the seventh trumpet? What is in the place of the missing piece of praise? How does this affirm God’s name as “Almighty?” 
7. What is beginning (or starting) about the Lord’s reign? Isn’t He already reigning? Explain.
8. BONUS - Compare the initial form of Christ’s kingdom and the consummated (latter) form of His kingdom.
	Initial form of kingdom
	Form of kingdom in 11:15-19
	Consummated form of kingdom

	1:5-6, 9
	
	7:12

	2:26-28
	
	15:2-4

	3:21
	
	19:1-8

	5:5-10
	
	21:1-22:5


D. Praying For and Encouraging One Another
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