	
Date: May 28- June 3, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 12:1-12 - The dragon’s purpose!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Revelation 12 is all about Christ’s protection of His body from Satan’s harmful actions. This text should bring much encouragement to you as you “see” what has occurred on your behalf both in heaven and on earth. This chapter is supreme in giving us reason to hope that we need not live in defeat to Satan’s schemes. He is a defeated foe! Our Conqueror lives victorious and His blood is more than adequate to keep providing us with victory in our daily challenge with temptation and suffering.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 12:1-12 (NIV84) 
1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 
11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 
	Revelation Section 4, chapters 12:1-15:4, beginning of Division 2, chapters 12-22.

It would be very helpful to read the entire Section 4 in preparation for studying Revelation 12:1-12. As you read the section, take note of the opponents of Christ who are introduced, i.e., the dragon, the beast of the sea, the beast of the earth, Babylon and those with the mark of the beast. 

You may also take note of the seven parts of this section:
1. (12:1-17) The woman and the dragon;
2. (13:1-10 The beast of the sea
3. (13:11-18) The beast of the earth
4. (14:1-5) The Lamb and the 144,000
5. (14:6-13) The gospel and judgment
6. (14:14-20) The harvest of the earth by the Son of man
7. (15:1-4) The saints victory over the sea beast.
Read 12:1-6.
Describe the two signs that appeared in heaven. 

What picture is being painted by the two signs of the woman and the dragon?

12:1-6 Who is the woman? (cf. Genesis 37:5-11; Galatians 4:24-31; Ephesians 5:31-32; John 16:19-28; Isaiah 51:2-3, 9-11
) 

Who/what is symbolized by the crown with twelve stars? (Revelation 2:10; 3:11; 4:4, 10; 14:14)

Who is the male child born to her?
12:6 What does the desert represent?

12:6 What does the time period of 1,260 days represent?

What chronology of events would you assign to 12:1-6?

12:1, “A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven:” 12:3, “Then another sign appeared in heaven: …” 12:7 “And there was war in heaven.”

Read 12:7-12
Consider viewing 12:7-12 as another “recapping” of a similar chronology identified in 12:1-6 rather than a continuation of the chronology of events ending at verse 6. 
Verify or argue with this summary: The opponents (from heaven) in the war on earth are introduced in 12:1-6 and the war’s result in heaven is described in 12:7-12. Note the differences and the cause and effect.
Do you detect a different location for the same conflict in 1-6 and 7-12?

12:8 What happened on earth that made Michael’s victory possible?

12:9 What is the meaning of “hurled down”? (cf.12:12)
12:10-12 Who speaks with a loud voice? Cf. 11:15. Why not angels?

12:10-11 Who benefits from Michael’s victory in heaven? Where in the chronology does this “praise song” fit, immediately following the resurrection or at the consummation?
12:11 What makes a suffering Christian’s victory possible?
 
12:12 How does this verse help us understand what it means that the great dragon has been hurled down?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.631. “Isa. 51:2-3, 9-11 speaks of ‘Sarah who gave birth … in pain’ to her child, the woman Zion, whom God promised to ‘comfort’ in ‘all her desert places,’ redeeming her out of captivity, …”


� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.628. “Though the mother of Jesus may be secondarily in mind, the primary focus here is not on an individual but on the community of faith within which the messianic line ultimately yielded a kingly offspring.”


� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.657. “What Michael does is a heavenly reflection of what Christ does on earth.”


� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.663. “The serpent begins to battle against their (Christian’s) bodies only after he has lost the battle over their souls. … The suffering of Christians is a sign, not of Satan’s victory, but of the saint’s victory over Satan because of their belief in the triumph of the cross, with which their suffering identifies them!”





