	
Date: June 4-10, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 12:1-17 - The dragon’s plan B and plan C!

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Revelation 12 is “the center and the key to the entire book”
 because: (A.) it is the transition between the two major divisions in the structure of the book from the outward struggle between the Church and the world and the deeper background” 
 to that struggle. (B.) it, along with chapters 13 & 14, introduces us to the main characters of the cosmic conflict: 1. the dragon, 2. the beast of the sea, 3. the beast of the earth, 4. Babylon and 5. those with the mark of the beast. (C.) it provides us with an entire outline of human history, helping us see in no uncertain terms that Jesus Christ is the center point of history and our only hope of overcoming the opposition to His reign and rule in our lives: I. The Battle, II. The Battle’s Sequel, III. Christ’s Victory and Satan’s Defeat. 

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 12:1-12 (NIV84) 
1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to His throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 

7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 
11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 
Revelation 12:13-17; 13:1
13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male Child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 1 And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. 
	If chapter 12 is the key to the entire book, what must we understand in this chapter, then, that will unlock the rest of the book?

12:1-6 Who is the woman? (cf. Genesis 37:5-11; Galatians 4:24-31; Ephesians 5:31-32; John 16:19-28; Isaiah 51:2-3, 9-11
) 
 (Revelation 2:10; 3:11; 4:4, 10; 14:14)

12:6 What does the desert represent?

12:6 What does the time period of 1,260 days represent?

12:7-12 How does this part parallel 12:1-6?
12:8 What happened on earth that made Michael’s victory possible?

12:9 What is the meaning of “hurled down”? (cf.12:12)
12:10-12 Who speaks with a loud voice? Cf. 11:15. Why not angels?

12:11 What makes a suffering Christian’s victory possible?
 
How is verse 11 a summary of the entire chapter?

12:12 How does verse 12 help us understand what it means that the great dragon has been hurled down?
Who is the target of the devil’s fury?

How long is the “short time”? Could it be a synonym for 3½ years? (12:6, 14)
12:13 What is the dragon’s “plan B”? Who now is the object of Satan’s anger?
Why is it important we understand who the “woman” is?

12:14 Compare 12:14 with 12:6. What added information does v.14 provide? 
Why did the woman (the church) flee to the desert? (cf. Exodus 19:4; Deut. 1:31-33; 32:10-12; 33:12; Psalm 103:5-7)
For how long would she be cared for by God in the desert?

How does God care for the woman while she is in the desert? (Exod. 16:32; Deut. 8:16; John 6:31-35; Psalm 36:7-9; 61:4; 91:1-16)

12:15 What is the meaning of the metaphor of a weapon of the mouth? … with regard to Christ? (Rev. 1:16; 2:16; 11:5; 19:15) … with regard to the devil? (Rev. 9:17-18; 16:13) 
So what could be the meaning and purpose of this overflowing flood coming from the serpent’s mouth?
Why is knowledge of and faithfulness to God’s word so important to the Christian community? 

12:16 Who is behind “the earth” when it opened its mouth? cf. Exod. 15:12; Numbers 16:12-35
What is the point God is making to the Israelites?
12:17 What is the meaning of “the rest of her offspring”? (cf. 11:1-2 and the meaning of the measured sanctuary and the unmeasured courtyard.)
Could it be it is not two different sets of believers, but two different perspectives? i.e., our security in Christ and our vulnerability to the attacks of Christ’s enemies.

With the phrase, “those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus,” what connection is John making with 12:11?

	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




� Prigent, P. Apocalypse 12. Histoire de l’exegese. Tubingen: Mohr, 1959. 1.


� Hendriksen, William. Baker Books, Grand Rapids, MI, 1940, 1967. p.135


� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.631. “Isa. 51:2-3, 9-11 speaks of ‘Sarah who gave birth … in pain’ to her child, the woman Zion, whom God promised to ‘comfort’ in ‘all her desert places,’ redeeming her out of captivity, …”
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� Beale, G.K., The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.657. “What Michael does is a heavenly reflection of what Christ does on earth.”
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