	
Date: June 25-July 1, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 14:1-5 - The Lamb’s choir of the 144,000

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Revelation 14:1-15:4 is book ended with victory songs by the Lamb’s choir, 14:1-5 and 15:1-4. This week we focus on the first of those two songs. Three angels speak out in 14:6-11, first with the gospel, next declaring the reason for the fall of Babylon, and last proclaiming the consequences of being drunk from the harlot’s adulteries. 14:12-13 give believers an admonition and a blessing. 14:14-20 tell us of the grain harvest and the grape harvest.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 13:16-18 (NIV84)
16 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. 
18 This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666. 
Revelation 14:1-5 (NIV84)
1 Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 144,000 who had His name and His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless. 
	Chapter 14
Think with me: We will be helped to understand the lessons from Revelation 14 if we understand the process of harvesting wheat. I commend you to learn this process if you don’t already know it. Follow this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&v=uTGilR95T44&feature=endscreen 
14:1 Take note of the similarities and contrasts between Rev. 13:16-18 and 14:1.
What and where is Mount Zion?

Read Psalm 2, especially v.6.
Review Rev. 7:3 and 6:16-17.
Describe the difference between the “mark” and the “seal”. (Cf. 3:12 & 22:4)
14:2-3 What is the sound John heard?
Who is singing the song? 

What do we know about the song?

What is unique about the song that was being sung?

14:4-5 How are the 144,000 described?
If this is a metaphor, do the 144,000 have to be men only?
How were they purchased?
What is the meaning of being offered as firstfruits?


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




