	
Date: July 2-8, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 14:6-13 - The three angels proclaiming the Gospel and judgment

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Revelation 14:1-15:4 is book ended with victory songs by the Lamb’s choir, 14:1-5 and 15:1-4. Three angels speak out in 14:6-11, first with the gospel, next declaring the reason for the fall of Babylon, and last proclaiming the consequences of being drunk from the harlot’s adulteries. 14:12-13 give believers an admonition and a blessing. This week we focus on the messages of the three angels and the heavenly admonition and blessing for the earthly faithful. 14:14-20 tell us of the grain harvest and the grape harvest.
[As you study this segment of Section Four, I encourage you to make use of the visual outline of chapters 12-14 that is posted under Sermon Archives at our church website.]

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 14:6-13 (NIV84)
vv. 6-7 - The summons by the 1st angel to fear God

6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come. Worship Him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
v. 8 - The declaration by the 2nd angel why Babylon fell

8 A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” 
vv. 9-11 – The proclamation by 3rd angel of the consequences of drunkenness
9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of His wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name.” 
v. 12 – A heavenly admonition for the earthly faithful

12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. 
v. 13 – A heavenly blessing for the earthly faithful

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 

	Think with me: It is very possible that as John was writing chapter 14, he had in mind the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a tree in Daniel 4. Consider reading this chapter as background to this study. Also, consider reading Revelation 14:6-11 as one story line in three parts. Then ask, is this what happens to a nation that refuses to heed God’s warnings to fear Him and give Him glory?
14:6-7 Based on vv.6-7, how would you define and/or describe the gospel?
What role do vv. 6-7 play in the execution of judgment that is coming in vv. 9-11?
14:8 Who or what is Babylon? Cf. Daniel 4:29-30.
How is she behaving in the likeness of the beast (of the sea)?

How are the effects of drunkenness like the power and influence of the beast (of the sea)?

14:9 How does v.9 lay the basis for bringing judgment on those who worship the beast by taking us back to Revelation 13? Cf. Rev. 13:4, 8, 12, 15-17.

14:10 Are there two kinds of wine being referred to in vv. 8 & 10? What is the difference between “maddening wine,” (v.8) and the “wine of God’s fury,” (v.10)? Could they be the same with the only difference being at which stage of drunkenness the person is in?
14:10-11 How is the torment of God’s judgment described?
How should we understand the “presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb” as the torment is going on?

What action or response is being elicited from this execution of judgment?

Overview: How do vv.6-11 and vv. 1-5 create a contrast between the fate of unbelievers and believers?

14:12-13 With vv.1-11 as background, what are the saints to patiently endure?

Why do saints who are obeying God’s commands and are faithful to Jesus need the admonition to patiently endure?

14:13 What encouragement is to be drawn from the blessing of “dying in the Lord?”

Summary: How have the first 13 verses of chapter 14 prepared you for final judgment, both of the righteous and the unrighteous?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




