	
Date: July 16-22, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 15:1-4 - The saints’ victory and song

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	Revelation 14:1-15:4 is book ended with victory songs by the Lamb’s choir, 14:1-5 and 15:1-4. Three angels speak out in 14:6-11, first with the gospel, next declaring the reason for the fall of Babylon, and last proclaiming the consequences of being drunk from the harlot’s adulteries. 14:12-13 give believers an admonition and a blessing. 14:14-20 tell us of the grain harvest and the grape harvest. This week we finish our sermons on Section Four by looking at another scene in heaven and a continuation of the saints’ victory song that began at the coronation of the Messiah.
[As you study this segment of Section Four, I encourage you to make use of the visual outline of chapters 12-14 that is posted under Sermon Archives at our church website.]

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 15:(1)2-4 (NIV84)
1 I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 

2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: 
“Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the ages. 
4 Who will not fear You, O Lord, and bring glory to Your name? For You alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

	Think with me: Revelation 15:2-4 pictures the beast’s defeat and the saints enjoying the results of their victory in Christ.
15:1 Think of this verse as an insertion into Section Four just before it concludes that “hooks” Section Five with Section Four. It becomes the first part of the introduction to Section Five. What does v.1 introduce?
15:2 What indications do we have in v.2 that the sea of glass may refer to the Red Sea, the source of evil and the home of the beast?
What does the sea represent generally in the Revelation (and the Bible)? What is the meaning of the sea mixed with fire? (Ezekiel 32:2; Revelation 4:6; 12:15-16; 13:1; Isaiah 43:1-3; 51:9-11; Psalm 74:12-15; Daniel 7:9-12; Exodus 14:16-22)
What other details are indicated in v.2?

15:2b-3 Who is singing? What are they singing? Why?
15:4 Compare Deuteronomy 31:30-32:4; Jeremiah 10:7; Psalm 86:9-10. 
Compare and contrast these verses with 14:1-5.

Summary: What is the point of vss 2-4? Cf. Philippians 2:9-11; Isaiah 45:23-25.


	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




