	
Date: October 1-7, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 1:1-15:4 - The message of the first 14 chapters of Revelation

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In our study of the book of the Revelation, the pastor has been operating under the proposition that the entire book is divided into seven sections that parallel each other in the time period that they each cover, namely, from Christ’s first coming to His second coming. Further, there is a sense of things intensifying, specifically the judgments of God, as the picture of all seven sections reaches its completion.

This study is intended to review from the first 14 chapters some of the evidence for the parallel or recycling view of the Revelation. The markers for the beginning and end of a section tend to be narrative about (opening) something going on in heaven at the beginning of Christ’s ascension to the throne following His resurrection from the dead on earth and (closing) something again going on in heaven where believers in Christ are rejoicing following Christ’s return to earth to bring judgment on His enemies.

The primary task during this study is simply to verify if there is adequate evidence from the text to support this parallelist view from the first four sections of Revelation.

For the diehard student, ignore the following demarcations of each section and just read the entire 14 chapters, including the first 4 of chapter 15 and make your own outline of your observations of the beginning of Christ’s ascension and the culmination of history and consummation of Christ’s kingdom in heaven. Then, see if it matches the following outline.

For the rest of us, let’s work through the beginning and end of each section to verify the following outline. Also, at the completion of each section, identify anything new you discover about Christ and the people He has redeemed.

	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]


Section #1 - "Christ in the Midst of the Lampstands" (1:1 - 3:22).

Opening of section 1: Look at chapter 1, particularly verses 12, 13 & 18.

Closing of section 1: Look at the end of each letter to the seven churches to take note of the seven descriptions of the culmination of history and the consummation of Christ’s kingdom in heaven.

New insights into Christ:



New insights into the Redeemed:

Section #2 - "The Vision of Heaven and the Seals" (4:1 - 7:17).

Opening of section 2: Both chapters 4 & 5 tell the story of heaven awaiting and receiving our ascended Christ. Note particularly 4:2, 11; 5:1-2, 5:6-7 & 5:13.

Closing of section 2: Look for judgment in 6:12-17 and consummation in 7:1-17.
New insights into Christ:



New insights into the Redeemed:

Section #3 - "The Seven Trumpets" (8:1 - 11:19).

Opening of section 3: What is Christ’s role in the narrative in chapter 8, particularly 8:1-5?

Closing of section 3: What do you see in 11:15-19?
New insights into Christ:



New insights into the Redeemed:

Section #4 - "The Persecuting Dragon is overcome by the Son of Man, making His saints victorious" (12:1 - 14:20, 15:2-4).

Opening of section 4: Chapter 12, particularly 12:1-6, though look for the recurring theme of the ascended Christ leading His people to overcome the attacks of the dragon.

Closing of section 4: Particularly Chapter 15:2-4, though in chapter 14:1-5 we have a vision of the redeemed already in heaven. 

New insights into Christ:



New insights into the Redeemed:

	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:

	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




