	
Date: October 22-28, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 15:1-8 - The seven angels commissioned to execute the seven plagues
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We have already covered most of the first half of Revelation 15 as the concluding vision of Section Four which contains chapters 12-14 and 15:2-4. Section Five begins with 15:1 and then continues at 15:5. It can be concluded that 15:2-4 serve two functions. First, it concludes Section Four. Second, it serves as part of the introduction to the Bowl or Plague Judgments. By doing so, it joins the two sections while also keeping them distinct, much like the couplings used to join two railroad cars. 
“The background of the Exodus provides the thematic link between the bowl judgments and the song of Moses and the Lamb. The seven bowls are obviously modeled on the Exodus plagues, and the song in 15:3-4 is an imitation of the song of Moses after the Red Sea victory (Exodus 15). The reference to a new, final exodus victory in Rev. 15:2-4, …, inspires a recall in chapter 16 of the latter-day exodus plagues leading up to the final victory.” (G.K. Beale, The Book of Revelation, NIGTC, p.785)


	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Revelation 15:1-8 (NIV84)
1 I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 

2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: 
“Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the ages. 
4 Who will not fear You, O Lord, and bring glory to Your name? For You alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.” 
5 After this I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle of the Testimony, was opened. 6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

	Think with me: Since Revelation 15:2-4 serves both to conclude Section Four as well as be part of the introduction to Section Five, it is important to include these verses in our preliminary study of Section Five. In other words, it serves more than just giving us a look into the celebration of worship in heaven at the conclusion of history, it provides a context for looking at the bowl judgments. 

Remember Pastor’s comment in the previous sermon: “the victory of redemption comes by way of the crushing defeat of the enemy of God. (Rev. 7:1-4; 14:14-20).
15:1 When we were in the context of Section Four, this verse appears as an apparent interruption. Now as part of Section Five, it is the introduction to “the seven last plagues.” Where have we seen a “sign” before and how are they related? (12:1; 12:3) What is the relationship between woman (God’s people), the great red dragon and the seven last plagues?
What connect point to the Old Testament is the author making with plagues of God’s wrath?

15:2 What indications do we have in v.2 that the sea of glass may refer to the Red Sea, the source of evil and the home of the beast?
What does the sea represent generally in the Revelation (and the Bible)? What is the meaning of the sea mixed with fire? (Ezekiel 32:2; Revelation 4:6; 12:15-16; 13:1; Isaiah 43:1-3; 51:9-11; Psalm 74:12-15; Daniel 7:9-12; Exodus 14:16-22)
What other details are indicated in v.2?

15:2b-3 Who is singing? What are they singing? Why?
15:4 Compare Deuteronomy 31:30-32:4; Jeremiah 10:7; Psalm 86:9-10. 
Compare and contrast these verses with 14:1-5.

What is the point of vss 2-4 in the context of the anticipation of judgment of evil? Cf. Philippians 2:9-11; Isaiah 45:23-25.
15:5 What is the purpose of this vision of heaven from which the seven plagues will come?
To what does “the Testimony” refer? (Exodus 25:21; 31:18; 32:15) 

Why are we viewing “the tabernacle of the Testimony”? (Exodus 38:21; 40:5) 

15:6 From where do the seven plagues originate?
What is being symbolized by the clothes of the seven angels? (Rev. 3:18?)
15:7 Why are we seeing “the four living creatures”? (Rev. 4:6, 8, 5:6, 8; 6:1-6; 14:3) 
15:8 From where does this picture come? (Exodus 19:8)

What conclusions can you draw from chapter 15 about the preparations for pouring out the bowls or plagues of judgment?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




