	
Date: November 12-18, 2012
	Sermon Text: Revelation 17:1-6 - The destruction of the great prostitute - Part 1

	PRAY  -  PREVIEW  -  READ

	In our study of the book of the Revelation, we now enter the sixth of its seven sections, Revelation 17:1-19:10. This section can be entitle, “The portrait of Babylon’s demise.” We will be asking ourselves the question, “As we see the miserable end that will come upon “Babylon,” why would we give ourselves to her enticements and temptations, risking getting entrapped by her deceptions? This section can be outlined in this manner: The demise of the great prostitute is Introduced: Revelation 17:1-6. Explained: 17:7-18. Mourned: 18:1-24. Celebrated: 19:1-10. This week we focus on Revelation 17:1-6.
Think with me: The book of the Revelation is challenging. It can get you to scratch all the hair off the top of your head, that is, if you still have any left up there. But, I urge you to ask the Holy Spirit to give you the desire to overcome any obstacle to applying your mind to thinking as we seek to understand what is being said in this exceptionally powerful book that has a contemporary word for us (you) today!

Please keep in mind that we are not looking for a literal woman or even a literal city. The woman and the city are metaphors that point to a reality. Just because these are symbolic images does not in any way diminish the reality that is being spoken of in Revelation. The reality that these metaphors are pointing are impacting our lives every day. This study will equip you to be a conqueror in Christ.



	My Observations & Interpretations

	Observations: What do I see when I look at this text and what questions do I have?
[Ask who, what, where, when, and context questions.]
	Interpretations: What do my observations mean? [Ask why of words, ideas, and arguments.]

	Rev. 17:1-6 (NIV84)
1 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 
2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 
3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 This title was written on her forehead: 
MYSTERY 
BABYLON THE GREAT 
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.
	Two primary questions will guide our study. 1. What are the features that distinguish the great prostitute? 2. Who is this prostitute?
What are the features that distinguish the great prostitute?
Before looking at our text, consider the portrait of the prostitute that Solomon paints for us in the book of Proverbs. How does Proverbs answer the question?
Proverbs 7:21–23: 
Proverbs 5:1–5

17:1 What do you see in this verse that links back to the previous section regarding the seven bowl judgments?
Rev. 15:1; 16:1
In what sense does it appear that chapter 17 may simply be elaborating on the seventh bowl judgment of Rev. 16:17-21?
By v.5 we will see that Babylon is likened to a prostitute. We previously saw this connection in Rev. 14:8. Be asking yourself throughout this study, why is Babylon likened to a prostitute?
Are you familiar with fertility gods in ancient civilizations? How does that help answer the above question?
What is the meaning of “sits on many waters”?
Jeremiah 51:12-13
Psalm 137
Revelation 17:15
17:2 Why has Babylon (the prostitute) fallen?
How are the 144,000 in 14:4 contrasted to the kings and inhabitants in 17:2?

What is idolatry?

In what way is committing adultery also committing idolatry?

What are the implications of being drunk on adulteries?
17:3 How should we understand the relationship between the woman and the beast?

Rev. 13:1

How should we understand the relationship between the woman and Christians?
Rev. 13:5-10 

What is a chief characteristic of the beast?

17:4 From how the woman is dressed, what conclusions can you make about her?
Is her seduction more about sex or wealth?

Rev. 18:3

Rev. 18:9-11

Rev. 18:15-20

Is there anything symbolic about the outward appearance of her golden cup compared to the contents of the cup?

17:5 Where else have we heard about names being written on foreheads?
Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 14:1; 20:4; 22:2
Rev. 13:16; 14:9; 
From where does the phrase Babylon the Great originate?
Daniel 4:30
How is Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude similar to that of a prostitute?
What is being conveyed by the phrase “the mother of prostitutes”?
17:6 What is conveyed by the picture of a woman that is drunk from the blood of the saints?

How does she feel about her role in killing Christians?

What can we say about those who bore testimony to Jesus?

Compare with Rev. 12:10-11

For what was John greatly astonished or amazed?



	My Application(s)

	What do I see the text is asking me to do? [Ask how to obey.] – 


	PRAY  -  TELL

	My prayer in response to God’s Word:


	People I prayed for today:


	Who I shared my Bible observations with today:




