New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship

Anticipating the Sunday Sermon on The Revelation for October 23, 2011

#5. How the Exodus Story Mirrors the Revelation Story 

A. Pray – (listed below are 4 goals for studying the book of Revelation. Spend a couple minutes reviewing these goals and then make them your requests of our Lord in prayer.

Pray (for yourself and for the others in our group) that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . .

1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. (Philippians 4:7-11)

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ (Colossians 1:3-6).

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase (2 Corinthians 5:14-21).

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father (Revelation 1:5b-6 & Colossians 1:24-27).
B. Preview

We are still working at getting a full overview of the book of Revelation. Because we see many, many allusions to the Old Testament when reading The Revelation, we will take the storyline from Exodus and look for parallels in the book of Revelation. Also, be asking throughout this study, 
How is our walk with Christ today similar and dissimilar to the walk of the children of Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land?

C. Pre-notes
1. The Tabernacle in the wilderness becomes the Temple during the time of the kings. Don’t miss the connection between the two when looking for similarities between the story in Exodus and the story in Revelation. The tabernacle speaks of God dwelling among His people.
2. Read Revelation 1:12, 13 & 20. Compare with John 1:14 keeping in mind that the phrase “dwelling among us” is literally “tented among us.” i.e. Jesus came to dwell among us as did God in the tabernacle. Also compare Revelation 21:3-4.
3. In light of the Old Testament Tabernacle being a heavenly prototype or pattern of our relationship with God in eternity, read Revelation 7:14-17 and get excited about your future.
C. Study and Discussion

C. 1. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. How is living under the rule of the Pharaoh of Egypt like living in bondage to sin?

2. What did God need to do to set His people free? Someone quickly review why God sent the 10 plagues to Egypt in order to set the context for the Passover.

[The Ten Plagues: 1. Water to Blood (7:19); 2. Frogs (8:2-4); 3. Gnats or Lice (8:16); 4. Flies (8:21); 5. Livestock Diseased (9:3); 6. Boils (9:8-9); 7. Thunder and Hail (9:18); 8. Locusts (10:4-5); 9. Darkness (10:21-22); 10. Death of the Firstborn (11:5).]

3. Read Exodus 12:12-13 and compare with 1 Peter 1:18-21. 

4. Go back to Revelation 7:14-15 and give a title to this section.
C. 2. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. How is obeying sin like having Pharaoh as your master?

2. What is the common thread in these three Bible texts? Exodus 13:1-2; 1 Corinthians 6:20; and Revelation 1:5-6?
3. What changed at the “Passover” for you? 
4. Give a title to this section.
C. 3. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. When Pharaoh finally let God’s people go, did he leave them alone? What predicament did the children of Israel soon face?

2. Read Exodus 13:17-14:22. Highlight key facts from this story that relate to our walk through life as Christians. 

3. Read Revelation 3:7-13, the letter to the church in Philadelphia and Revelation 15:2-3.

4. Give a title to this section.
C. 4. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. What are our basic needs? What were the basic needs of the children of Israel? Are we talking about pretty much the same needs? What is the first request in the Disciples’ Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer)?
2. Read Exodus 16:1-5, 13-18 & 17:5-6.
3. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 and Revelation 21:6.
4. Give a title to this section.

C. 5. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. To joyfully live life under our new Master, it is important to understand how we are to live to please Him. How did God make His ways known to His people? How were they to respond?

2. Read Exodus 20:1-3.
3. Read Revelation 3:1-3, from the letter to Sardis.

4. Give a title to this section.

C. 6. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. We know all too well that the children of Israel did not sustain their walk of obedience to the Lord very long. How did that make Moses feel? What did Moses do about it? How did God respond to him? How do we deal with our disobedience?
2. Read Exodus 33:12-14.
3. Read Revelation 22:14.

4. Give a title to this section.

C. 7. Who dwells with God? ________________________________________
1. God gave the gift of the Sabbath, not only as an immediate blessing, but also as a hope for our blessed hope in eternity. What makes us so resistant to receive this gift from God?

2. Read Exodus 16:21-23; 16:27-30; 35:1-3.
3. Read Isaiah 4:5-6; Revelation 14:13 & 21:3.

4. Give a title to this section.

Bless you for working hard to get as far as you could. Close in prayer.

