New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship

Anticipating the Sunday Sermon on The Revelation for October 30, 2011

#6. The Unveiling of Jesus Christ and the events that will swiftly take place!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.
B. Review

Share some of what you have learned so far from our study of Revelation, especially as you think of the book of Revelation as a whole. i.e. Pastor Dan shared that to be “attached” to Christ is to be treated as Christ. 
C. Preview
1. We now take what we have discovered from our overview of the Revelation into a more detailed look at the book. This week we start with chapter 1. Consider reading the entire chapter, even though our focus is on the first 8 verses. 
2. Try to create an outline for chapter 1. 
3. What does it appear John is trying to accomplish in this chapter?
D. Study and Discussion

1. Let’s return to Revelation 1:1-8. Start with the first 3 verses. List your discoveries and observations.
2. What questions does John answer in these 3 verses?
3. What questions does John raise in your mind in these 3 verses?

	Revelation 1:1-8 (NIV84) 
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
	


4. Read again Revelation 1:4-8. List your discoveries and observations.

5. Can you make a case for two authors of this book, John and the Triune God? (1:4-5a)
6. Assuming the Trinity is referred to in these 5 verses, are there some distinct references to specific persons of the Trinity here? How is the Father referred to? The Son? The Holy Spirit?

7. What significance, if any, is there to the repeated reference to “who is, and who was, and who is to come”?
8. What is the message of verse 5b & 6? Is there any gospel here? Who are you in light of these verses?

9. What is the message of verse 7 and what are the points of connection to verses 1-3?

10. This letter is written to you. Reread Revelation 1:1-8 as if for the first time. Now, what is your response? Be careful here. Treat this as God Almighty speaking directly to you. This is no longer an academic exercise. God is calling for a response, “to take to heart what is written.” Again, what is your response? What difference does it make to you that “He is coming”?
	Revelation 1:1-8 (NIV84) 
4 John, 
To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
	


