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#7. The Glorified Christ – Revelation 1:9-20!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review - Share something you’ve recently learned from Revelation. 
C. Preview - 1. Revelation 1:9-20 in three sections: 1. John’s Commission to write (1:9-11); 2. The Vision of the Son of Man (1:12-16); 3. The Effect of the Vision on John (1:17-20). 
2. If you have 30 minutes, divide your time between the 3 sections: 9 min – 12 min – 9 min
D. Study and Discussion

	Revelation 1:9-11 (NIV84)
1:9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 
	John’s Commission to Write
1. a. (Read 1:9) What is John’s relationship to his audience?
b. What is suggested or implied by this kind of relationship?

2. a. (1:9) What are the 3 things that we share in common with fellow Christians (those who are in Jesus)?
   1. the s________     2. the k_________     3. the patient e_________
b. Note: We have already heard about “the kingdom” in 1:5-6;
Jesus is “ruler of the kings of the earth” and He, the Kings of kings, “has made us to be a kingdom.”
3. a. (1:9) How does John explain why he is on the island of Patmos? 
b. This phrase shows up 3 other times. (Read: Rev. 1:2; 6:9; 20:4)
c. Given these 4 occasions, what makes this phrase, “the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” important for us to understand?
4. (Read 1:10-11) The Lord’s Day as Sunday was already being observed when John wrote Revelation. Being “in the Spirit” would refer to something like being with God totally undistracted. It could be referred to as a trance-like state where he saw and heard clearly these visions that he would be able to recall and record in writing.
5. Consider that we may have received in this second part of the introduction to Revelation (i.e. vv. 9-11) some clues about where this book is going. John certainly had a pre-existing relationship with these churches. Consider it possible that he would have a continuing pastoral relationship with them after writing this book, if not in person, at least through this book. He would continue to be a brother and companion in the suffering, the kingdom and the patient endurance.


	Revelation 1:12-16
12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet and with a golden sash around His chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

	The Vision of the Son of Man as a Warrior out to Conquer
1. a. (Read 1:12-13a) Before he turns around to see it, the voice already gave John an assignment. What does John see?
b. Think of yourself as an original hearer in John’s day of this story. When you hear of “seven golden lampstands,” to where does your mind travel? 
c. Read Exodus 25:8-9, 31-33; and Zechariah 4:1-2. 
d. Where do we find these lampstands? 
e. Consider that it is significant that the lampstands are in the temple, in the holy place, where God dwells.
f. Read Exodus 27:20-21. Could Aaron have been doing what Christ and the Holy Spirit are now doing, keeping the lampstands filled with oil and burning? 
Christ is among the lampstands/churches in the temple.
2. (Read 1:13b-16) Take note of how this someone “like a son of man” is dressed.
a. Read 2:16-23. For what purpose is Christ (“like a son of man”) dressed this way? Or In what manner is Christ speaking to His churches?
b. Read 8:3-5 (assume that the 8th angel or the “another angel” is Christ). For what purpose does this 8th angel offer the incense to God and then fill the bowl with fire?
3. Is it reasonable to describe this “voice” who looks “like a son of man” as a warrior going out to discipline His church and conquer those who oppose Him and His church? Could this be an allusion to Israel’s cry in Egypt being answered in Moses?


	Revelation 1:17-20 (NIV84)
17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in My right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
	The Effect of the Vision on John
1. a. (Read 1:17a) What was it about Christ’s appearance in 12-16 that caused John to fall at Christ’s feet? 
b. Do you really believe that this is Christ as He is right now, standing among His churches? 
c. Does Christ command from you the same attention that John gave Him?
2. a. (Read 1:17b-18) After reading this description, why should we not be afraid?
b. Does it matter whose side we are on?
3. (1:19-20) Keep thinking that you are looking in on the holy place where you see the seven golden lampstands. If the lampstands are the churches, where then are the seven churches in this vision?
4. a. Who is Christ to and among the churches?
b. Do you have reason to trust Christ to keep you safe and secure while in this world?


