New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship Anticipating Sunday November 13, 2011

#8. Letters from heaven – Part A – Revelation 2:1-3:22!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.
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4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

B. Review - Share something you’ve recently learned from Revelation, maybe even something from last week’s study. 

C. Preview - 1. We are going to spend two weeks in Revelation 2:1-3:22. The focus this first week will be on the presence of Christ in His seven churches. Next week, Lord willing, our focus will be on the overcomer’s rewards. Take a look at the attachment, “Seven Churches chart.” It outlines Revelation chapters 2 & 3 in seven parts. 
2. Notice the variety of categories into which the contents from each letter to each church can potentially be placed.
3. Take a look at the attachment “Portrait of Christ in Revelation compared.” This chart gives you content to place in the first chart, PLUS it helps you see the connection between the Christ who speaks to the individual churches and the Christ John saw in his vision in chapter 1.
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D. Study and Discussion

The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
NOTE! Get as far as you can in your group and then try to finish this study on your own. This study will prepare you well to hear the message on Sunday.
1. a. With the “Seven Churches chart” in hand, slowly read through Revelation 2:1-7 and compare the sample answers to what you think should go in the appropriate boxes. Make changes that more accurately represents the Biblical text if needed.
b. Make use of the second attachment, “Portrait of Christ in Revelation compared” to help fill in the “Portrayal of Jesus” row.
2. Work your way through the chart, continuing to read slowly the verses from each letter to each church, filling in the chart as you go. Help each other in determining what content should go in which box.
3. Reserve about 10 or so minutes to respond to one or both of these questions:
a. Each church is addressed by Christ. But He is only identified with one or two of His notable characteristics. How does this display that Christ is Lord of His whole church?

b. Each church is addressed individually. You probably had some emotional responses as you read each letter. Imagine that your church is being addressed with the words written to Thyatira. How will you respond?
4. Offer prayers that express your desire to welcome the work of Christ in our church.

