New Heights Christian Church Home Fellowship Anticipating Sunday November 20, 2011

#9. Letters from heaven – Part B – Revelation 2:1-3:22!
A. Pray –that as we study the Book of The Revelation together . . . 
1. we would see Jesus Christ more clearly in all His majesty, wonder and power. 

2. we would grow in our faith and trust in Jesus Christ and in our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.

3. our compassion, prayers and actions for those outside of Christ would increase.

4. we would be even more convinced that Christ’s rescue of us in love and by His blood was for the purpose of making us to be a kingdom of priests to serve His God and Father.

[image: image1.jpg]


B. Review – A couple statements from last Sunday’s sermon: 1. Christ is addressing the crises of Lordship in these churches, particularly five of them. Two of them appear to have it figured out. Christ is Lord. Christ is their master at every point of challenge to His right to rule and reign in their lives. What makes for a crisis of Lordship is when we waver at surrendering to Christ’s right to rule and reign in our lives. 2. We must see Jesus in His ascended glory, worthy to be in the position as Lord of our lives, worthy of our obedience.
C. Preview – Having taken note that the same glorified Christ revealed in John’s vision in the first chapter walks among and speaks to the seven churches to “clean house,” there are three questions worthy of our pursuit in this study. 1. From what are these churches to repent? In that context, try to identify To what are these churches to repent? 2. Of what are these churches to overcome? And, 3. What are the rewards for overcoming? Making use of the attached “Comparison Chart” may help you . 
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D. Study and Discussion

The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
NOTE! Get as far as you can in your group and then try to finish this study on your own. This study will prepare you well to hear the message on Sunday.
1. From what and, specified or implied, to what are these churches to repent? But first, . . .
a. Define repent.
b. From what and to what was Ephesus to repent? (2:4-5) From forsaking their first love to the heights of what they did at first.
c. Pergamum? (2:14-16) From the teaching of Balaam & Nicolaitans to (implied) true teaching.
d. Thyatira? (2:20-22)
e. Sardis? (3:1-3)
f. Laodicia? (3:15-20)
2. Look at all seven churches as a whole in answering, Of what are these churches to overcome?
3. What are the rewards for overcoming? To where do these rewards point?
#1. Rev. 2:7; Rev. 22:1-5
#2. Rev. 2:10-11; Rev. 20:4-10; James 1:12

#3. Rev. 2:17; John 6:48-50; Rev. 19:12
#4. Rev. 2:26-28; Luke 19:17, 19; Rev. 12:5; Rev. 19:15; Rev. 20:6; Psalm 2:8-9; Rev. 22:16
#5. Rev. 3:5; Rev. 3:4; Acts 3:19; Matthew 10:32
#6. Rev. 3:12; 1 Timothy 3:15; Rev. 22:4
#7. Rev. 3:21: 1 Corinthians 6:2-3; 2 Timothy 2:12
4. Offer prayers expressing your desire to be an overcomer and part of a church of overcomers.

