Study Guide for Colossians 1:13-14 and Isaiah 58:1-14
Sermon for January 8, 2012 - The ministry of rescue and redemption by Titus Folden
	Colossians 1:13–14 (NIV84) 

13 For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Here a structure for Isaiah 58:

1. Fasting without a blessing: “Why?” (58:1–5)

A. Tokenism confronted (58:1)

B. Tokenism exposed (58:2–4a)

C. Tokenism rejected (58:4b, 5)

2. Favor for a reason: “If … then …” (58:6–14)

A.1 Taking responsibility (58:6, 7)

B.1 The favor of God (58:8, 9a)

A.2 Correcting wrongs (58:9b, 10a)

B.2 The favor of God (58:10b–12)

A.3 Choosing delight (58:13)

B.3 The favor of God (58:14)
 

Isaiah 58:1–14 (NIV84) 

58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare to My people their rebellion and to the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 For day after day they seek Me out; they seem eager to know My ways, as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God. They ask Me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them. 

3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and You have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and You have not noticed?’ “Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. 

4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 

5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 

7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 

8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 

9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and He will say: Here am I. “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 

10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 

11 The Lord will guide you always; He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 

12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

13 “If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on My holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 

14 then you will find your joy in the Lord, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.” The mouth of the Lord has spoken. 


	What did God do for you and how did He do it?
What was your situation prior to His rescue and redemption of you?

Who do you know that needs Christ’s rescue and redemption?
An introduction to Isaiah 58 by Ray Ortlund, Jr.

God is moving toward the new heavens and the new earth. He has promised the full display of his glory. He has sent Christ his servant to bear human guilt and justify the ungodly, qualifying them for his new world. He pours out his Spirit upon the lowly with reviving tastes of the future glory. “The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His” (2 Chronicles 16:9, nasb).

What he wants now is his church to serve as the model home for the new neighborhood he has promised to build. He wants everyone to be able to look at the church and see the future, so that they can buy in. What kind of church is persuasive in that role? What kind of church is preparing the way of the Lord? What kind of church will God strongly support?
Isaiah tells us. His message is challenging, not because it’s all that hard to understand but because it’s just plain blunt.
-------------
58:1-5 Why are these people fasting and why has God not blessed their fasting?
58:6-14 What kind of fasting will God bless?

Conclusion: What one thing can you do in response to this Scripture that will bring pleasure to our Lord, bring blessing to you and possibly bring Christ’s rescue and redemption to a neighbor, friend, relative or someone in need?
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