God’s people, like olive trees, are anointed to serve the Lord!

How does this text enlarge your hope in the supremacy of Christ? 1. Pray: “Holy Spirit Please, open my eyes to see wonderful things in this text.” 2. Write your thoughts and thanks. 3. Joyfully share your thoughts with someone else. 

For what purpose are we to serve the Lord?

Zechariah 4:1-14 (NIV84) 
1 Then the angel who talked with me returned and wakened me, as a man is wakened from his sleep. 2 He asked me, “What do you see?” I answered, “I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left.” 
4 I asked the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 5 He answered, “Do you not know what these are?” “No, my lord,” I replied. 
6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 
7 “What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’ ” 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you. 

10 “Who despises the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. “(These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range throughout the earth.)” 

11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 12 Again I asked him, “What are these two olive branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?” 13 He replied, “Do you not know what these are?” 
“No, my lord,” I said. 
14 So he said, “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.” 

Trying to make sense of Zechariah 4

Consider answering the following questions after reading Zechariah 4:1-14. Also, consider making the substitutions of what some of the objects or persons represent.

1. What fed the lamps on the lampstand?

2. From where did the oil come (4:11-12)?

3. Who made the olive tree, its branches and olives?

4. If the olive trees (4:14) are God’s servants, how do they function so as to keep their lamps burning?

Consider this sequence: God-olive trees-olive oil-lamps-light.

5. For what purpose do the olive trees exist? For what purpose do the lamps exist?

6. In this passage, where are the lampstands located? 
7. If Zerubbabel is a type of Christ, substitute Christ’s name for Zerubbabel and see how it reads. What or who would the temple represent?
8. If “O mighty mountain” is symbolic for the world’s sinful opposition to Christ and His church, what is the destiny of the world according to verse 7?

Mountains are leveled when God’s people live by faith in Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.

9. While the temple is being built, what is present that might discourage the workers to despise “the day of small things”? What is available to those who follow Christ to remain faithful and persevere in the presence of opposition to the Gospel?
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